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The present article considers Heidegger's thinking about the concept of
"system™ in Schelling's treatise on Freedom (1809). Heidegger's thoughtful
reference to Schelling's treatise is research on the principle of system
formation and the question of the possibility of a system of freedom as a
question about the essence of being. In his interpretation, the necessity of
establishing freedom in the system, is raised in the framework of this basic
principle of idealism, which is necessary for the establishment of a system,
the search for the shaping principle of being, and the research on how it is
possible to have a connection in the ground of being. Therefore, the guiding
questions of this article are, why does the system become the main point of
controversy and the most necessary demand in German idealism? And
according to Heidegger's interpretation, to what extent was Schelling
successful in establishing a system compatible with freedom?
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Extended Abstract

Due to the importance of the concept of freedom in Heidegger's thinking, Schelling's work on
freedom has attracted his attention. He considers Schelling to be the main creative thinker of his
time and believes that Schelling has reached the metaphysical peak of German idealism with his
treatise on freedom. The main plan of the article is focused on Heidegger's interpretation of one of
the most important concepts in Schelling's thought; It means "system™ and finding unity in the
mutual concepts of necessity and freedom in it. For this purpose, we will first focus on the duality
of necessity and freedom in the system based on Heidegger's interpretation and try to clarify the
concept of freedom in a systematic worldview. Then, to analyze the concept of "system" and its
background, we will discuss Heidegger's interpretation of this topic.

By passing the concept of system, whose structure is determined based on mathematical order
and subjective foundations, Heidegger uses the concept of system as the structure of the order of
being. In this way, Heidegger's interpretation of the concept of system as a question of being allows
him to create an orderly structure to He thought that not only it is not opposed to freedom, but it is
the basis and foundation of that freedom.

According to Heidegger, research on the principle of formation of the system means nothing
but asking the real ontological question or at least trying to do so. In line with this interpretation,
the research on the principle of formation of the system and the question of the possibility of the
system of freedom as the main issue of 7he Philosophical investigations in to the Essence of Human
freedom (1809) is the investigation of the fundamental field of philosophy and the question about
the essence of being. In his last work, Schelling tries to develop a systematic philosophy by which
human freedom can be preserved and justified, but due to the apparent incompatibility of freedom
and necessity, the system of freedom seems impossible, and any orientation towards the annexation
of freedom will ultimately lead to Denial of the system will end.

To show the establishment of freedom in the system, Heidegger turned to the expression of
this basic principle in the idea of idealism, that since no concept can be defined in a single form
and its systematic completion depends on proving its relationship with the whole, this is especially
true in the concept of freedom. Therefore, the necessity of establishing a system is to search for the
principle that shapes being, and the concept of freedom is the central point in the system of being
as a whole. Research about the principle of formation of the system means nothing but asking the
real ontological question or at least trying to do so.

Searching for the principle of the formation of the system means asking how a connection is
founded in being and how the law of connection belongs to it, and this means thinking about the
essence of being. Along with this interpretation, the research on the principle of the formation of
the system and the question of the possibility of the system of freedom as the main issue of
Schelling's treatise is the investigation of the fundamental field of philosophy and the question of
the essence of being. In fact, Heidegger showed how this work is the beginning of a new way to
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answer the main question of philosophy, that is, the question of the meaning of being, and based
on this, it is ontological research about freedom as human essence.

From this point of view, Schelling's system also has an ontological feature, and Schelling in
the dimensions of the question of pantheism is actually searching for the theological question of
the foundation of beings in general. It can be acknowledged that Heidegger, with the ontological
reading of Schelling's thought, has his own meaning in mind from the terms found in the pantheistic
commandments. What is original for Heidegger is the question of the truth and foundation of being
in the system, not the general meaning or doctrine of the system. In other words, Heidegger
advances Schelling's system of pantheism to show that the determining element in the question of
pantheism is the ontological element.

On the other hand, Heidegger's reading of Schelling, rather than achieving the conventional
concepts of system and freedom, is used with the intention of unveiling his larger plan, that is, the
critique of metaphysics. Therefore, his reading of treatise on freedom is also a kind of overcoming
Schelling's metaphysics. An important part of his thought is for his critique against the history of
philosophy and the forgetting of being as a fundamental principle that, although Schelling is in a
position of superiority compared to other idealists, especially Hegel, in turning attention to this
foundation, but still his philosophical system in moving from the fundamental structures of
metaphysics fail.
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! Immanuel Kant (1724- 1804)

2 Friedrich Wilhelm Joseph von Schelling (1775-1854)

3 Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (1770- 1831)

4 Johann Gottlieb Fichte (1762- 1814)

3 subject

¢ object

7 subjective

8 intellectual intuition

% the philosophical investigations in to the essence of human freedom (Treatise on Freedom)
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