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Paying attention to the issue of the death of authenticity and alienation of
man is one of the most important issues that contemporary man is dealing
with ignorning it causes that according to Heidegger; The desert is getting
wider every day and the gap between self-being and alienation becomes
uncontrollable. In order to understand and face this issue logically, in the
present research, the meaning and why of alienation from the point of
view of two prominent thinkers of the Islamic world and the West,
Allameh MuhammadTagqi Ja’fari and Martin Heidegger, were discussed
in a comparative manner. The research shows that for Allameh Ja’fari
self-estrangement is divided into two types, positive and negative, and
positive self-estrangement means placing the "self" in the path of its
logical evolution, and negative self-estrangement means exclusive
attention to the animal dimension and neglecting the origin and
resurrection. they know and from Heidegger's point of view, losing one's
understanding of one's existence and the meaning of one's world, being
under the control of previous plans, becoming a passive existence, not
trying and seeking to understand the meaning of existence, and also
becoming a static being and passive; It takes a person out of the orbit of
authenticity and true self-being and enters a space called "alienation from
oneself".

Cite this article: Jalili, J. & Niazi, S. (2024). A Comparative Study of Alienation from Allameh MohammadTaqi Ja’fari and
Martin Heidegger’s Point of View. Journal of Philosophical Investigations, 17(44), 841-856.
https://doi.org/10.22034/jpiut.2023.59312.3640

© The Author(s).
o https://doi.org/10.22034/jpiut.2023.59312.3640

Publisher: University of Tabriz.



mailto:mahdijalili8890@gmail.com
mailto:ensan.edame.darad@gmail.com
https://doi.org/
https://doi.org/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1049-3801

Journal of Philosophical Investigations, University of Tabriz, Volume 17, Issue 44, 2023, pp. 841-856 842

Extended Abstract

The issue of thinking about "human truth" has been the focus of powerful thinkers in different
schools of thought throughout history. One of the significant issues in contemporary anthropology
is the discussion of alienation and lack of authenticity in modern man.

Many thinkers in different philosophical and scientific fields have entered the field of thinking
and theorizing in this direction. The contribution of the thinkers of the school of existentialism
cannot be ignored and avoided.

Existentialist philosophers have gone to decipher what and why this issue is by denying any
prior nature in humans. Both groups of theist and atheist philosophers share this principle that in
the life of the human world; his existence precedes his nature and it is man who chooses his
desirable nature with the absolute freedom he has and disregarding the principle of free will and
freedom in choosing nature; he is caught in the trap of previous and unjustified values and is out
of the realm of selthood and authenticity and is placed in the orbit of self-alienation.

From Heidegger's point of view, as one of the prominent thinkers of existence, losing one's
understanding of one's existence and meaning of one's world, being under the control of previous
designs, becoming a mere existence, not trying and searching to find out the meaning of existence
and transformation. Becoming a static and passive being; it takes a person out of the orbit of true
self-existence and enters a space called "alienation from oneself"; but in Islamic wisdom; Man, as
the supreme creation of God, has a fixed and divine nature.

Among the Islamic thinkers, Allameh MohammadTaqi Ja’fari divided self-estrangement into
two types, positive and negative, and positive self-estrangement means placing the "self" in the
path of'its logical evolution, and negative self-estrangement means exclusive attention to the animal
dimension and They know the neglect of the origin and resurrection.

Looking at his collection of works and in a general view, Allameh divides alienation from
oneself into two types, positive and negative, and positive alienation means placing the "self" in
the path of its logical evolution and they consider negative alienation to mean exclusive attention
to the animal dimension and neglect of the origin and resurrection.

Allameh considers positive self-estrangement as the meaning of "self" being in the path of its
logical evolution and by tracing this type of self-estrangement in the intellectual and spiritual
heritage of mankind, this belief is attributed to the Upanishad. They attributed it and say: "Life is
a pilgrimage and humans are the one who goes to Hajj."

The starting point of this journey is the material state. In the beginning, man is a captive of
nature and is caught in the clutches of its laws, and the order of nature governs all his vital affairs.
be" they know and that is the result of denial that is directed at "self" from the human side. In
explaining his denial, Allameh says: "A person who sees inside him a strong desire to know
philosophy and the purpose of life, however, he wants to cover this creative desire with the ashes
of the desires of his feet in the air and fleeting animal pleasures.” Isn't this man denying himself?
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It is certain that fighting with oneself, which is caused by self-denial, is one of the lowest cases of
alienation, and if constructive education and training cannot cure this pain, it has not taken any
steps towards the improvement of human beings.
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