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Abstract

Undoubtedly, A Priori needs to be clarified if we are to understand the heart of
Critique of Pure Reason; and Kant, precisely for this very reason, devoted a
considerable part of Critique to explaining the epistemic status of A Priori, searching
its origin, specifying its validity scope, and illustrating its instances. Although he,
more or less, in both editions of Critique, put forward some characteristics intrinsic to
A Priori (such as necessary, strictly universal, pure, clear, certain and independent of
experience) since they have been also used in (pre)post-Kantian traditions, especially
in a meaning different from what Kant meant, so they may simply bring about some
confusions cause failing to appropriately grasp the heart of Critique. With reference
to such confusions the authors make an attempt to shed light on this point in part (1).
Then, in part (2-1), based on the text of Critique and its commentators’ views, authors
proceed to show that to evade such confusions one should re-define necessary to
“what is emerged from the nature of the human mind”, strictly universal to “applicable
just in the realm of phenomenon”, pure to “merely focused on the contribution of mind
itself in collaboration with the objects themselves to form empirical knowledge”, clear
to “what the scope of searching for is limited to within ourselves not outside of it” and
certain to “what its scope is immutable —either regarding to its instances themselves
or to their numbers”. In part (2-2), by scrutinizing the other characteristic (i.e.
independent of experience), we shall show that this characteristic, besides of referring
to mere structure, can refer to some kind of knowledge on which every possible
experience is based; moreover, we shall determine the relation of above characteristic
to pre(post)-Kantian traditions.
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1. Introduction

Inquiring about a priori has a long history. Perhaps, the paradox of knowledge
in Meno was the first stimulus has been persuading philosophers to emphasize
on the vital role of a priori; thereby the experience of sensible things becomes
possible. To answer this paradox, Plato came to believe that, the possibility of
any knowledge is depend on an epistemic bedrock that one acquired before
(s)he came to this world, and now, through recollection, gets access to it.
Avristotle also believed that “all teaching and all intellectual learning come
about from already existing knowledge” [1]. Apart from why Plato and
Avristotle emphasized on the inevitability of the a priori, there still exist some
ambiguities and hence disagreements about (a) what they exactly meant by a
priori (b) how far our intellectual teaching and learning are depend on “already
existing knowledge” (c¢) what does this knowledge consist of? [2, 3, 4] In
modern philosophy, discussion of how to interpret pre-existing knowledge
and of its domain turns into another phase. Contrary to Descartes’
predecessors who usually leave us confused about the origin of our access to
pre-exiting knowledge, he intensively urges that it would be quite enough to
confine ourselves to inquiry just within the self, if we are to find any proper
answer. At that time, being innate was so vague for philosophers that made
them raise several objections; therefore, he had no choice but to give further
explanations. Despite Descartes’ supplemental explanations, Locke’s
objections shows that Descartes’ (and Leibniz’s) concept of innate ideas
invalidates the necessity of prior knowledge in structure of our every
knowledge. Nevertheless, Hume rejects the theory of innate ideas and says
they “draw out their disputes to a tedious length, without ever touching the
point in question”. Kant reconstructs the necessity of a priori in structure of
human knowledge. Nevertheless, as much as he elaborates the meaning and
domain of a priori, simultaneously makes it too complicated and ambiguous.
In this study, we, at first, point out some of these ambiguities, then offer some
suggestions to solve the problem.
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2. The results
We summarize the results of our study into two following tables (a) & (b).

Table (a)

the troublesome
definition

The alternative definition

Necessary

What is true in all
possible worlds

What raises out from the nature
of human mind

Universal

all instances of a
type/genus

What is applicable to

What is applicable to all (and
only all) phenomena

Pure

What is totally
separate from
experience

What refers to the portion of
mind itself in its cooperation
with objects themselves to
make possible experiential
knowledge

Clear

What, in an epistemic
stand, is entirely
accessible

What if we are to find it, we
must confine our inquiry just
within our own self not out of it

Certain

What is
unquestionable

What its realm is unchangeable,

both in terms of number of its

instantiations and in terms of
what it consists of
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Table (b)
If it refersto | representat
= form/structure ional Kant rejects it
= whose originis | innatism
< dependent from | faculties .
D
3 experience innatism Kant embraces it
s | S if language has a Kant
>
S| 3 . Formal social nature rejects it
S = If it refers to extention | — language has a
=} = form/structure of . N Kant
Q = . private/individua .
e 3 on whichwe | knowledge . embraces it
= = I, listic nature
— a can justifiably -
3 c Mateial
= S extend our . - , . .
3 b= knowledge extension It is Kant’s main proposal in
2 @ of Critique
3 knowledge
=
D » =
g 5=
S8
52 There are, at least, several statements in Critique that refers to
2z this meaning
o L
&3
@D @
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