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Abstract

The problem of evil, by a logical framework, has seen the belief in a
knowledgeable, almighty and purely good God logically inconsistent with
the existence of evil in the universe, rather than challenging the existence
of God and His attributes of perfection evidentially, relying on some absurd
and apparently aimless evils or massiveness of human life difficulties. It is
clear that the validity of this logical reasoning depends on the truth or
probability of its annexational proposition, whereas, from the perspective
of philosophers like Mulla Sadra, the idea of the best ordering of things
based on the God’s providential knowledge insists on the falsehood of this
annexational proposition regarding the conflict and interference in the
material world, the limited point of view of human beings living in this
world, occurrence of evil by accident through Divine destiny etc. This
paper aims to examine the logical reasoning of atheists and their
annexational proposition, then propose Mulla Sadra’s defence against the
logical problem of evil and study its strengths.

Keywords: logical problem of evil, providential knowledge, the best
ordering of things, evidential problem of evil, annexational
proposition.
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1. Introduction

Evils, in philosophical terms, are synonymous with the defects, pains and
discomforts which people dislike and, at least at first glance, it seems that
they do not have any positive effects on improving their earthly lives. It is
clear that these notions sometimes directly or indirectly come from the will
and action of the people themselves and, consequently, are optional events,
which we name moral evils. Occasionally, evils are the results of natural
processes around the people and are inflicted on them regardless of their
will; these are called natural evils. The arguments that resort to these evils
against theists challenges Divine attributes and, finally, His existence.
Sometimes, these arguments seek to show logical incompatibility between
theological propositions about God and the proposition for the existence of
evil in the world and sometimes, through inductive reasoning, focus on the
high volume of the evils or their pointless existence. But, in fact the problem
of evil, by a logical framework, has seen the belief in a knowledgeable,
almighty and purely good God logically inconsistent with the existence of
evil in the universe, rather than challenging the existence of God and His
attributes of perfection evidentially, relying on some absurd and apparently
pointless evils or massiveness of human life discomforts. It is clear that the
validity of this logical reasoning depends on the truth or probability of its
supplemented proposition that claims the existence of a benevolent God is
tantamount to creation of the best possible world in which there is no trace
of evil or defect.

2. Findings

For the philosophers like Mulla Sadra, though the idea of the best ordering
of things based on God’s providential knowledge assumes the whole
universe as the best probable world, it never eliminates all evils by this
claim. In this approach, the whole system of existence is originated from
the Divine order, which is the same as Divine providence. In fact, the
system of existence is the exterior presence of creation. This system has
come from Divine providential knowledge and is absolutely compatible
with that; because God’s knowledge of anything equals with creation of
that thing. Of course the universe of existence - as a whole - is meant by
this point whose complete cause is the Almighty God. The universe of
existence as a whole is in conformity with the best ordering of things that
belongs to Divine providential knowledge. There can be no contradiction
and interference with this conformity; for the universe of existence is an
indirect effect of God. Thus the whole universe would be created in the best
possible form.
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3. Conclusion

The best ordering of things as an approach focuses exactly on the falsehood
of this supplemented proposition regarding the aspects such as
contradiction and interference in the material world, limited point of view
of earthly human, relativity of evils, occurrence of evil by accident through
Divine destiny etc. In other words, according to this approach, firstly the
present universe contains some defects and discomforts inevitably, since it
is material, finite and limited; if there was to be a world without defects and
imperfections, that is a world without evil, then it would be unlimited and
infinite. And for the universe to be infinite, it must be created immaterial,
which means the material world would be immaterial at the same time and
result in coincidence of two contradictories which is impossible. Secondly,
motion and interference are of inevitable necessities of matter. In other
words, sometimes material things, due to their inherent motion and
tendency towards perfection, are subject to collision and contradiction and
while the contradiction and interference keep the universe in motion, they
also cause some unavoidable defects and flaws that hinder the motion.
Thirdly, these evils are evils in our limited point of view as human beings.
As long as we look at the world around us from a human perspective, we
will see it replete with inadequacies and hideousness, because of our limited
point of view. However, if we could take a holistic standpoint such as God’s
and understand the relations among the things and phenomena around us as
God does, then we would find no evil and disorder in the universe. Fourthly,
God’s main purpose was, in fact, creation of good in the world and the evils
have occurred inevitably as requirements of achieving good, and they were
not the purpose by essence. Fifthly, there are a lot of events and accidents
in the world that are considered evils by an individual or group, but are
considered good and desirable by others. Sixthly, according to a popular
opinion in Islamic philosophy, evil is a non-existential thing, therefore
Islamic philosophers do not seek an independent source for evil; since they
know God as the source of absolute grace, they perceive whatever comes
from Him as an existential grace; for they assume no independent essence
for evil and think it does not need to be created by an creator. Consequently,
God’s gracious hand is thought to be exempt from creating evil and there
will be no need to consider His power or mercy constrained. Seventh, one
of the most important solutions to the problem of evil relates to limited
knowledge of us as humans due to our extremely narrow view of the world
around us. When human beings see the world and its creatures through
their limited and finite knowledge, they cannot fathom out most of the
mysteries, reasons and wisdom, but are fully aware of the fact that the great
epistemic distance between them and God would never allow them to solve
a lot of the mysteries. Logically this may also be true about the things we
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regard as evil and unnecessary. There may be considerable reasons that we
have not accessed yet. Thus, a theist’s faith will never make them obliged
to present a reason for every Divine act against an atheist, for they will
never grasp many of these reasons. Human knowledge is trivial compared
to not only Divine knowledge but also some other creatures’ knowledge.
So human limited knowledge makes them regard some events as evil and
undesirable while they are completely good and necessary from a wiser
viewpoint. Finally, we should never forget that God’s ethical system and
His good and bad acts are unknown for us as humans.

Hoever, this paper aims to examine the logical reasoning of atheists and
their supplemented proposition, then propose Mulla Sadra’s defence
against the logical problem of evil and study its strengths.
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