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Abstract

According to the popular interpretation of the History of Islamic philosophy, Ibn Sina, along with
philosophers such as Shaikh Al-Ishrag and Mulla Sadra, are known as the representatives of the three
major philosophical currents of the Islamic world. This article, rather than entering the text of the
controversies and philosophical issues concerning Islamic philosophy, from the perspective of
metaphilosophy and historiography of philosophy, and for the first time to the approaches of
interpretations of philosophy of Ibn Sina according to the categories of Western Contemporary
philosophy deals with and explores its central idea and achievement at the same level. We can speak of
four types of interpretations of Islamic philosophy and consequently of philosophy of Ibn Sina, namely
Henry Corbin (I/umination interpretation), Etienne Gilson (Eurocentric interpretation), Haeri Yazdi
(analytical interpretation) and Mohammad Abed aljaberi (ideological interpretation) and analyze and
compare These views pay off. In the end, while pointing to the Principles and consequences of each
of these interpretations, it will be shown that the studies of Islamic philosophy (especially philosophy
of Ibn Sina) in contemporary Iran, if it is with regard to these types approaches, will find its way more
self-consciously and of course Concrete issues of contemporary culture will follow.

Keywords: philosophy of Ibn Sina, Islamic philosophy, Henry Corbin, Etienne
Gilson, Haeri Yazdi
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Introduction

Famous interpretation on Ibn Sina's philosophy introduces it as one of the three major
schools of philosophy in the Islamic world. This article discusses four interpretations of the
nature of Islamic philosophy and consequently of the nature of Ibn Sina's philosophy 1-
Henry Corbin (I/fumination interpretation), 2-Gilson (Eurocentric interpretation), 3-Haeri
Yazdi (analytical interpretation) and 4- Mohammad Abed aljaberi (ideological interpretation).

Our basic premise in this paper is that the root of the diversity of interpretations of the
nature of philosophy of Ibn Sina should be sought in the kind of conception that
commentators have of the nature of philosophy in the contemporary intellectual-cultural
Discourse , Belonging to one of the two major currents of contemporary philosophy
(analytical or continental) and the different views of these commentators on what is original
philosophy? and its relationship with religious thought (distinction between philosophy and
theology(Kalam)) are two important and decisive pillars in this field.

Eurocentric interpretation has a long history and, while emphasizing the mystical
dimensions, interprets Islamic philosophy as a bridge between Greek and medieval Latin
philosophy and does not give originality to Islamic philosophy. The background to this
interpretation can be seen in Eurocentric readings of the history of philosophy, especially
Hegel's reading of the history of philosophy in the wotld (and not just the West) (Hegel, 1990).
A clear example of this approach is the De Boet's history of philosophy, in which the author,
while claiming that Islamic philosophy is a mere imitation of Greek philosophy and does not
show any progress or innovation, sees only its use in the social history of ideas (De Boer,
1967: 29).

Findings

In the words of Dr. Nast: "Most European Orientalists and historians consider only that part
of Islamic knowledge which has been influential in the fate of religions and the philosophical
and scientific life of the West. They do not value Islamic culture independently. For this
reason, in most European and American universities, in the history of philosophy, in the part
related to Islam, they still start from al-Kindi, al-Farabi, Ibn Sina and end with Ibn Rushd, and
even the name of Sheikh Ishraq and Qutbuddin Shirazi, Mirdamad and Mulla Sadra are not
mentioned. And in the most famous books of the history of Islamic philosophy in European
languages such as: Monk (1859) and De Boer (1933) and Goiter (1900) and Quadri
(1947),They also see their civilization through the eyes of Westerners. It has disappeared in
the sixth and seventh centuries. " (Nasr, 1992: 137-138). This interpretation is the dominant
and unrivaled approach until the publication of the Cotbin's History of Islamic Philosophy (1964).
About half a century after the publication of the Cotbin's History of Islanic Philosophy, most of
the European works on Islamic philosophy still deal mainly with Islamic philosophy from al-
Kindi to Ibn Rushd, and even in recent works such as A History of Islamic Philosophy, by Majid
Fakhri (1970), the section on post- Ibn Rushd philosophy It reaches less than twenty pages.
The second interpretation is the Henry Corbin's illuminationist interpretation, which is the
main part of this article. The advantage of this point is that, firstly, as mentioned, the history
of Cotbin 's History of Islamic Philosophy implies a kind of attempt to pass over the dominant
otientalist interpretations of Islamic philosophy, and on the other hand, at least two other
approaches, Haeri Yazdi's analytical approach and Jabri's ideological approach. We will pay,
have explicitly defined their position on Corbin.

The third interpretation is Haeti Yazdi's analytical approach to Islamic philosophy; This
interpretation tries to show in a comparative study that Islamic philosophy is successful in
dialogue with the analytical and epistemological philosophies in the twentieth century, and in
this view, it emphasizes more on the analytical and argumentative aspects of Ibn Sina's
philosophy and not on its illuminating aspects.
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The fourth interpretation is the ideological interpretation represented by Mohammad
Abed Al-Jaberi; He tried to analyze Ibn Sina's philosophy in the context of the ideological
conflicts of the East and the West of Islamic culture in his book "We and the Tardition" and in
a detailed chapter entitled "Ibn Sina and Eastern Philosophy".

Conclusion

As a result, although this study is in its infancy, it has tried to show how intellectual / cultural
and even personal interests and concerns affect the interpretation of the above-mentioned
thinkers of the natute of Islamic philosophy and, consequently and of Ibn Sina's analytical
philosophy. Which presents his place in the history of Islamic philosophy. Any Analysis about
the nature and Position of of Islamic philosophy will make our interpretation different from
the periods and even the key concepts and issues of Islamic philosophy. The aim of this article
was to invite reflection on the diversity of some of the existing interpretations of the nature
of Sinaitic philosophy to show that the contemporary narrative and analysis of Islamic
philosophy, if it is according to contemporary questions and concerns, may be able to look at
Transform the three cycles of peripatetic, enlightenment, and transcendence (at the level of
philosophical historiography, the elaboration of philosophical problems, the new formulation
of problems, the presentation of alternative answers, and so on). Let us not forget that it was
Motahhari's comparative and critical encounter with modern philosophies that, for the first
time in the tradition of Islamic philosophy, made him the importance of epistemology in
philosophy and the precedence of epistemological over ontological issues; It was noted that
even the Clasification of issues in a book such as the Principles of Philosophy and the Method of
Realism distinguished it from the classic Texts of Islamic philosophy such as Shefz, Hikmat al-
ishragq, Asfar, and even the Bedayat al-Hikmab.
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! Being and Some Philosophers
2 The principles of Epistemology in Islamic philosophy: Knowledge by Presence
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