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Abstract

Interactive art, with a new attitude, changes the classical approach to the status of the audience
as ineffective obsetvation and then, transforms he/she, into one of the main pillats of creating
the work based on interaction and portability that it is considered a contemplative view of
human from the view of postmodern philosophy. The philosophical view of Gilles Deleuze
as one of the most sophisticated approaches to human life can be used to analyze the
questions of this writing, which relates to the audience and its role in shaping the work of art.
Also some terms such as Becoming, Rhizome and Body without organs which is proposed
by Deleuze can be used in the analysis of audience behaviors. The questions are; Interactive
art can be the equivalent the concept of Becoming And choices the audience facing with, how
can related to the definition of the organs without body and the rhizome. For answering to
the questions, the basic information was extracted from library and digital resources, then by
using these documents, the position of the audience was described in an analytical-descriptive
way with Deleuze's approach. As a result, it became clear that the audience of interactive art
faces a set of potentials that, according to the definition of an organs without body, it is unique
for each individual audience. Each person's choices guide the process of creating an art work
in a random and irregular route, similar to rhizome's concept; A structure that is built along
the path and at the moment. Always being at the moment, between the potential and the
actual thing that the audience's choices leading it, is the philosophical definition of Becoming.
The importance of the present study is in finding the connection between postmodern
philosophy and postmodern Art.
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1- Introduction

Interactive art could be a good choice for contemporary needs of art because unlike
traditional art in interactive art the audience's position has shifted from passivity to
active initiative. Interactive art led the audience into an active contributor with artist
and artwork. Deleuze, as a Postmodern philosopher, offered one of the most physical
views into human life and believed that man is a creature that is made by the time
passing. He knew man as the result of changes and experiences in a moment and
believed that any experience added to man, could expand one's life and exposes him
to new potentials. The audience's immediate decisions play an important role in how
they construct and continue their lives. In fact, these decisions, which are the result
of the audience's choices, could cause the Rhizomatic changes in the procedure.
Difference in the choices made by the audience, Due to Deleuze's definitions, could
be related to the two concepts of Becoming and Body without Organs. To understand
the philosophy of Gilles Deleuze, the best sources are the books written by the
philosopher or the books written about him. For example, Deleuze's own books,
which he wrote either alone or with other authors such as Guattari or Hardt, as well
as authors such as Colebrook, Reidar Due, who wrote about Deleuze's approach and
philosophy, so all these sources have been used to answer the article’s questions.

2- Interactive Art

Interactive art is a vast style among all types of modern art. Participatory Art, Net Art,
Satellite Art... are different forms of Interactive Art style although Participatory Art
is the most famous among the others. This art is based on the interaction of the
audience with the artwork. This interaction breaks down the traditional definitions of
art, and in this form of postmodern art that is somehow a contemporary social need
for art, the audience who was only a passive factor in confronting the classical art
works. Now in Interactive art the audience finally found his value as a fellow of
artwork who can complete it and interact with it. Interactive art is not a complete

artwork also we can call it an artistic event. Then the audience participate in an event
not just judging it from outside. Interactive art should obey three rules: 1- The
audience can change the display of artwork. 2- Because the work is fundamentally
interaction-based, the full reception of the work is subject to interaction with it and/or
change the display of the work. 3- Audience engagement with the work will be
physically and actively mediated by the computer and technology.

3-Audience of Interactive Art:

As we mention before the audience of interactive art participate in an event and they
can experience it, change it, interact with it and complete it. They don’t just observour
then they don’t just judge about the result. They are in the middle of event and
understand it with their whole body.

Then the audience of interactive art, has these three options: 1- Communication
through the body of the audience, in which all emotions are equally affected not only
in terms of quality but also in terms of equilibrium, is affected. 2- nderstanding is
bodily through being in the environment or communicating with others. 3- Interactive
action bodily(emphasis on being bodily implies that action always needs the presence
of body).
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4- Deleuze's view of "Becoming”

“Becoming” is an expression that has been extensively developed in Deleuze's
philosophical literature and it proves “Becoming” in contrast to “To Be”. we can
translate Becoming as the distance between potentiality and actuality. He considered
life as becoming. From Deleuze's perspective, life is the intermediary between the
actual and the potential factors, so the present is unstable and each moment is
forming.(Colebrook, 1387)

4-1- Finding relationship between Interactive Art and the concept of Becoming

Due to description of Becoming, we can find the close connection between the
philosophical concept of Becoming and the interactive art. Moreover, the interactive
art as the same as the concept of becoming, has dynamic and kinetic approach to art.
Interactive art was created to change old definitions of art and has changed them from
artist-centered to action-oriented or even audience-oriented concepts. In this art, the
concepts of standing and being are clearly challenged and the audience is exposed to
new potentials, enhances their paths, experiences and activities.

5- Deleuze's view of ""Rhizome”

The term of Rhizome is used in Deleuze's philosophical literature as opposed to any
linear, fixed, top-down system. That refers to a horizontal system that basically has no
center and no body and no clear boundaries. The Rhizome is not organized according
to any hierarchical principle and is always dispersed and expanded. In tree-thinking, a
term Deleuze holds to be valid in Western philosophy, the basis of thought is rooted,
body-shaped, regular, while Rhizomatic thinking refuses to be centralized. Rhizomatic
thinking is always randomly developed.

5-1- Rhizomatic approach of audience in interactive art

In interactive art, the role of the audience is essential for continuing and completing
the ideas, in the development of the artwork. As we know from the concept of
rhizome, the choices made by individuals are not a definite model, so each choice is
the result of several factors. Thus depending on the choices of each individual, the
way of idea development is changing, and just like the mint plant, new approaches
open up to the idea development, which are completely unique individually. They
involve the choices that one has taken before the moment of confrontation and acting
toward the idea.

6- Deleuze's view of ""Body”

In postmodernism the subject of body is a sensitive and important subject for
philosophers. Deleuze uses the term “body without organs” when dealing with this
concept. Body without organ is not a solid substance or just an organ but also it is in
fact a set of behaviors that is built up and changes every moment. It never reaches to
completeness because it needs to develop and change in time to stay alive.

6-1- Body and Its Relation to Audiences in Interactive Art

In interactive art, human beings as a body without organs which is being made in each
moment, exposed to the art that requires audience’s action to evolve. The body
without organs utilizes everything that has experienced until that moment and reacts



Analyze of Deleuze's View about Human Existence and Its Relation with ...

Philosophical Investigations Vol. 15/ Issue: 34/ Spring 2021/ PP. 83-99

to the possibilities in front of him. This reaction is unique to each individual because
each body is different from another due to its past experiences.

7- Conclusion

Deleuze, the postmodern philosopher of the twentieth century, considers the world
to be all motion, and he considers human beings as having an effective role in shaping
this motion because of being in the moment characteristic and never being able to
achieve perfection, nor can it remain static and inactive with its surroundings. In the
interactive art that depends to the audience decision, one can see in a practical way
the relation of living in the moment introduced by Deleuze. In regard of Deleuze's
definition of the body without organs of the audience, who is the center of the
intersection of internal and external forces, new experiences and potentials is faced
with an idea that must be shaped by him/her. Accordingly, it is acceptable to consider
interactive art as an artistic translation of becoming. For every creative idea in its
boundaries of existence, can contain infinite potentialities that audiences are able to
direct their choices based on their experiences, and the artistic life of an idea related
to the transformation of these potentialities into actuality by audiences' choices, Is
completely unique for each of the contacts. Ultimately, the interactive art production,
creates an experience for its audience that never existed before, taking it a step beyond
what it was before facing the artwork.
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