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Abstract

The concept of space has always been a fundamental theme and issue since the beginning of
philosophy and abstract thinking in ancient Greece, and has been fundamentally change due
to cultural-historical changes of spatiality throughout the history of knowledge. At the
beginning of philosophy, there was a metaphysical question about the beginning or the first
cause (arche) of all things, to which the concept of space, as a fundamental concept, is the
answer. The main lines of philosophical discourse in ancient Greece, which flowed in the
philosophy of Plato and Aristotle, were conceived in the context of Euclid's geometty and
Ptolemy's worldview. In the modern era, Descartes, Leibniz and Kant tried to conceptually
influence space with Copernican rotation and Newtonian physics. Finally, spatial imagery is
challenged by the application of physiological problems through non-Euclidean geometry,
and especially through phenomenology. Hence, the opening of phenomenological concepts
in philosophy and other disciplines that focus on the concept of space could be of interest to
researchers in the foundations of phenomenology. Therefore, the aspect of effort in this
article is the descriptive analytical development of the opinions of three expert
phenomenologists (Ernst Cassirer, Martin Heidegger and Hermann Schmitz) on space. These
three philosophers base their theories on a critique of the (positivist) way of speaking on
space. This approach taken by Descartes and Newton has been completed in recent times. In
this article, we discuss the philosophical foundations of these philosophers. We discuss the
space with each of these three philosophers in terms of a key concept in their philosophical
system. Therefore, for Cassirer, we discuss the concept of symbolic spaces, for Heidegger,
the concept of being-in-the-world, and for Schmitz, the concept of surfaceless space and felt-
bodily space.
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Introduction

The concept of space can be considered as one of the most widely used identifying
concepts in philosophy and many other disciplines. Many interpretations and uses of
the concept have emphasized their physical and geometric foundations and
interpreted human spatiality based on it, which result in the concealment of many
aspects of human existence (Pickles, 1985: 154). But after the spatial turn in the
eighties, the need to return to its philosophical foundations has become more and
more felt, and theorists in this field sought to trace its roots (Relph, 1985). The reason
for this return is not only to understand the conceptual-technical complexities of
space, but the conditions developed in such ways that spatial understanding
encompassed all social, economic and political spheres (Bachmann-Medick,2016).
The sum of these conditions went hand in hand to re-examine the philosophical
foundation of spatial turn.

Since phenomenology has played an important role in both spatial turn and in the
new approach to the concept of space, and has provided one of the most widely used
readings and interpretations of this concept in philosophy and vatious sciences, it has
led us to this question: How does phenomenology and phenomenological analysis
investigate this concept (in its epistemological sense in Cassirer’s thought, in its
hermeneutic meaning in Heidegger, and in the new meaning in Hermann Schmitz’s
New Phenomenology), and which aspect of human existence are considered in the
course of these investigations? All three have distanced themselves from absolute, a
priori, quantitative, and geometric space and have presented their doctrine on the
concepts that underlie human existence; Concepts such as perception, Being-in,
Being-in-the-world, felt-body, felt-bodily space.

Cassirer and mythical space

Cassirer considers space from the perspective of cultural sciences and examines its
consistency under the influence of the world of meanings or culture. In Cassirer’s
epistemological phenomenology, culture is a priori to spatial structures (Gtinzel,2010:
80-81). He points three types of spatiality: the perceptual space that is related to
aesthetics; The mythical space; and the theoretical space or space of pure cognition
that appears in geometry. Criticizing the understanding of Cartesian-Newtonian space,
he considers space as a relation between places and points, and the perceptual space
interconnected with mythical thought and the formation of mythical space in culture.
The importance of mythical space for Cassirer is rooted in early human emotions. As
a result, symbols, emotions, culture and their spread to the physical world have played
an important role in shaping the concept of space.

Space as “Being-in” in Heidegger’s phenomenology

For Heidegger, spatiality is Dasein’s existential component, and without it, the
concept of space would be meaningless. One of the important features of Dasein is
Being-in-the-world, and spatiality is also understood by this. Heidegger refers to two
types of spatiality: Spatiality of the present-at-hand, which is three-dimensional and
measurable, and spatiality of the ready-to-hand, which has closeness property and
cannot be measured. Space also has two features for him to “de-severance” and
“directionality” (see: Heidegger, 2006: 102-105). Ultimately, for Heidegger, space is
meaningful for Dasein as “Being-in” and not independent from it. Also, space alone
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does not have a subjective meaning and is not an a priori form of perception, but can
be understood by “Being-in” in the phrase “Being-in-the-world” (see: Ibid: 109).
Heidegger’s space is not a mathematical and homogeneous, but a living space between
heaven and earth.

Surfaceless space in Hermann Schmitz’s New Phenomenology

Schmitz begins with the lack in Heidegger’s idea of space. In his point of view, the
relation between man and felt-body with environment and how it is placed in the
space of emotion is considered. In his analysis, Schmitz examines surfaceless space
and felt-bodily space; Spaceless space that are perceived through emotion. For
Schmitz, Emotions are a form of felt-bodily determination, and consequently the
space spoken on in new phenomenology is the space of the sphere of the felt-bodily
presence of perception. Felt-bodily space is the sphere of sensible presence and is
directly related to emotions and felt-body.

Conclusion

All three philosophers place emotions, perception, and aesthetics Being-in-the-world
and felt-body in a space that cannot be measured and analyzed by elements belonging
to the positive sciences. The common denominator of these theories about the
concept of space is their distance from Euclidean geometry, Cartesian mathematics
and analytic geometry, and Newtonian physics to show us that the origin of man as a
spatial being is from a particular world as a context, and that the spatial being is within
this context is determined. it should be noted, of course, that the implication of this
spatial being and the world does not mean that each is distinct and transparent to the
other, but that they have a referential nature that can be seen in Heidegger's concept
of the world, Cassirer's symbol, and Schmitz's in-between space.
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