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Abstract

Enlightenment, in Kant's philosophical system, focuses on the future in which, man
can attain his essence, that is to say, his freedom and the maximum efflorescence of
talents; the same talents nature or divine providence has given him. Under this
perspective, the direction of reason throughout history has been focused on the
growth of man toward the will of nature; a desire the nature through the same channel
achieves which is culture and civilization of human societies. In this ultimate idea, the
entire history is the history of man's step-by-step movement toward freedom,
rationality, and morality in the form of a socio-civil system in which, man
demonstrates his nature with civil participation, control of war, and the growth of
education and culture hence, the idea of unity is embodied. This article tries to show
how Kant uses Rousseau's main idea based on the need to change man’s secondaty
nature in accordance with nature’s will in both legal-civil system and education
system, and reviews Rousseau's revolutionary plan in the framework of his theory of
intellect.
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Introduction

The three basic aspects i.e. the necessity of aligning the education system with the
natural one, the continuity of education from childhood to adulthood- that is, the age
of independence in which individuals perform their duties based on correct judgment
without any coercion or supervision and, finally, the sluggishness in teaching moral
concepts and the appropriateness of education and age, are those Kant used in his
treatises on education, growth of reason and perpetual peace, influenced by
Rousseau's ideas and especially Emile’s, in accordance with his system of critical
philosophy. In his works during last years of his life, Kant offered an understanding
of the nature of intellect, which is not the construct of mind (understanding) — as has
been in the critique of pure reason- rather transcendental and independent of mind,
through which, he lays the ground for performing moral actions such as social,
religious, legal, political, civil, etc. Here, education, which has set its motion toward
the desired future of nature, is the channel to all goals and ends, in which, both human
nature and enlightenment goals are accomplished, and at the same time, nature
embodies its original design in the form of modern human society. To explain these
points, we first need to know what Kant means with "nature" in his later works and
how the education should fulfill the demands of the nature.

Human and Non-human Nature

In addition to his critique of practical reason and the metaphysical foundations of
morality, which devoted to explaining free will and another type of indeterminate
causality, Kant discusses “aesthetics” and “teleology” in the book Critique of
Judgment, and explains how to obtain another realm of free nature (self) and achieve
it in human perception. In the first part of this book, after explaining the power of
contemplative judgment and the mechanism of activity of this force in the process of
imagination and understanding especially in natural beauty, he points to the principle
of “endlessness without the end” as a main basis on which we can obtain the pure and
final form of nobility, and then, with further reflection, we arrive at more and more
generalities of those forms. Explaining that the power of contemplative judgment is
by abstracting the pure (final) forms of natural objects and the unity of the said objects
under these forms as their types, and the continuation of this process, that is, the
abstraction of more general forms as their goods, and more unity, the sublime can
achieve an image of nature as a whole in an organic system.

Since this image is not reflected under the definite concept of comprehension, it is
attributed to the foundation of empirical aristocracy created by understanding
(phenomenon) and hence is seen as their tangible layer or the same nominal
foundation. Because the final form of an object, which is obtained according to the
principle of “endlessness without the end”, conceives a perfection and actuality of the
object, whose form is ultimately its own cause, and therefore can be considered as an
essence and foundation of objects and beings.

Comprehensive Legal System in Civil Society

To Kant, the ultimate nature can only achieve its goals and ends through man because
man is inherently eager to "freedom" and fascinated by it, and this natural state makes
it possible to achieve the goals and desires of the ultimate nature. Accordingly, the
main goal of nature is to create a civil state in which, rationality matures collectively
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and completely. For Kant, the best form of government, in which, the demand of
reason can be embodied is “republic”. According to him, it is only in a participatory
political and social system (republic) that the will of mankind and the will of nature
come to a universal point. It is in the form of a republic that people can make
participatory decisions about the country's entry into war and peace, prevent
dictatorial arbitrary actions, use capacities and resources to develop culture and art,
and demonstrate their freedoms and, utmost, develop their talents in a collective
manner.

According to Kant, if man's practical intellect - which is manifested in socio-
political system and morality - is the ultimate goal of nature, and if the republic is the
best political form for flourishing man's intellectual and moral talents, then the
republic can be the ultimate end of nature and at the same time, the ultimate end of
man. For Kant, it is the "non-social aspect” or "non-social state" of man that helps
him enter the civil status and establish culture, civilization, art and beauty, and the
legal social system and civil society, and "regulate himself and with the power of his
industry, seed of perfection that nature has sown, reaches the stage of petrfection.”

Education and Human Development

In his treatise on education, Kant thinks of a modern system of education, through
which "the human nature will improve day-by-day." This idea is, in fact, based on his
philosophy of history, which emphasizes the growth of reason. Certainly, the
development of the human beings is at stake here, not the individual. Because,
education is a technique and not a theory, and only by combining the experiences of
predecessors and looking to the future, it can be a channel to achieve the desired status
of humans.

According to this theme, God has put the desire for good in our nature and
according to the will of nature, our duty and work is to flourish that desire. It should
be noted that this desire for good is not of instinct type — which, if it were, would
have been done by itself- but of intellect type. In other words, man, through reason
ot judgment as well as practical experiences, estimates profits and losses of technical
and educational ways and gradually takes steps toward the future or the same idea of
humanity. To achieve this goal, the best experts and teachers need to be in charge of
educating children and adolescents, because "only through the effort of ambitious
people interested in public affairs, a better future can be imagined, and gradual human
progress toward desires goals is possible."

The education system, in addition to those related to various occupations and
professions as well as citizenship, must also pursue other mission and pay special
attention to moral education to which, all the development of reason in history has
been focused on, and the whole system of existence has had desire for it to flourish
and provided human beings with various mechanisms for its realization. And the third,
which is the most recent stage in terms of time, must be seen as a basis for setting up
the first two types of education, in a way that utmost the system educates free, moral
and prosperous human beings.

Conclusion

"Future" is a key word of Kant's desired social and civil system. For him, “future”
determines the content of educational and rational legal systems. The future is the
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same "gentleman" or powerful mentor or coach who guides and leads us to the path
we began several thousand years ago. According to Kant, the unity of thought and
action of government establishes a state and nation, and individual and the land. It is
in the future that the human race achieves its millennial dream of perfect maturity and
the attainment of moral virtues as well as individual and public well-being. For Kant,
this horizon and perspective, which are the distinguishing features of the new and the
old world, is the will of God and nature, and enlightened modern man, with his
intellect and judgment chooses and accomplishes this desire — that is embodied in
bestowing various talents on man and accompanying other creatures of nature with
man. Through this way alone, the human will come in line with the will of nature, and
the conflict of primary and secondary nature ends. As for Kant and succeeding
philosophers such as Fichte, Schilling, and Hegel, this secondary situation is the same
modernization and the beginning of a new era of civilization and culture that took
shape in the nineteenth century.
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