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Abstract

This article aims to show that Spinoza proposes a universal religion,
whose essence structurally is faith and functionally is to worship by
practicing justice and charity to others. Since Spinoza’s politics is in
favor of a democratic state, we must make an effort to understand
the contribution of both politics and religion to the aim of
democratization. Yet, Spinoza’s critique of theocracy should not
make his readers question his ideas concerning the maintenance of
the relationship between politics and religion, because, from the
beginning of chapter nineteen of the TTP, he had planned to add
considerations on the limits of religious authority. We will see
Spinoza deal with religion as an indispensable part of society, which
is simultaneously a subordinate of politics. In addition, we will find
that it is not cost-effective if political systems would be based on a
specific religious sect. He held that the separation of political and
religious authorities will not be so easy to achieve or to affect a
peaceful coexistence of good willing believers and the state.
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There is an indisputable and supposed dilemma between religion and
politics whenever we discuss of them in early modern period. But we, in
our research, try to show that in Spinoza’s political thought, this dilemma
can be set aside. The dilemma was inevitable when the religion was
regarded only as one, unified, and univocal system. But, for Spinoza,
religion can be of two meaning: formal and external one, and informal and
internal one, neither of which would ever be removed from political
system. The main aspect of formal religion, that is to say rituals, is
practical, while informal religion concerns mainly with sphere of beliefs
that is to say with theory. Now it is clear that what it means when we say
in Spinoza’s political philosophy, religious freedom can be included under
the freedom of speech and thought. Here, by religion we mean only
internal and informal religion not external and formal one. The former has
no inconsistency with politics and government to the extent that every
man/women is completely free about his/her beliefs, for example
informal religion and political order has no authority over them. However,
the latter, that is to say formal or revealed religion as legislation must be
included under the political authorities. Religion in this meaning concerns
with practice rather than theory and as a result of this, religious freedom,
cannot be unlimited when it deals with public sphere. Tension between
politics and religion (in this sense) may always be occurred if the latter
would not be included within the realm of the former. The main goal of
Theological-Political Treatise is to show that both religiosity and
philosophizing can be freely done with no harm to republicanism.
Spinoza’s most immediate aim in writing this text was to strengthen
individual freedom and widen liberty of thought in Dutch society, in
particular by weakening ecclesiastical authority and lowering the status of
theology.

The present paper tries to show that mutual relationship among
religion and politics can be maintained if: 1. Civil stability requires limiting
the religious authority (church); 2. Religious authorities must not be
allowed to execute any control over theoretical issues; 3. The governor or
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ruler would be only legislator. We explain this triad through four following

sections:
1. Separation between religious beliefs and religious acts

“Authority in sacred matters belongs wholly to the sovereign powers and
the external cult of religion must be consistent with the stability of the
state if we wish to obey God rightly”. This is the subtitle of 16th chapter
Theological-Political Treatise. Spinoza continues his discussion many
paragraphs later, by saying that: “I speak expressly of pious conduct and
formal religious worship and not piety itself or private worship of God or
the means by which the mind is internally directed wholeheartedly to
revere God. For internal veneration of God, and piety, as such are under
everyone’s individual jurisdiction.” For Spinoza, “Justice and charity ...
can only receive the force of law and command via the authority of the
state, and ... religion has the force of law exclusively by decree of those
who possess the right to exercise government. It follows that God has no
special kingship over men except through those who exercise

government.”

2. Maintenance of religious ritual and positive function of formal
religion

The main question in this section is that why does not Spinoza reject the
revealed religion and does not side with the secular government. For this
question one can find several replies. Firstly, removing the formal religion
from the public arena is almost impossible and ideal. Secondly, formal
religion can be regarded as a turning point for peaceful compromising any
civil riot and struggle so that one can say that it can have a positive civic
function. Thirdly, and really closely related with first and second reasons,
is that Spinoza sought for a mechanism via which cultivating all human
virtues made be possible, and religion was best option. Church, Spinoza
believes that, if controlled by civil authorities, can create and strengthen
civil virtues inside the church-goers.
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3. Civil state; state of freedom

Transition from state of nature to the state of civilization, for Spinoza, was
a rational one to the extent that he understands the state of nature and
theory of social contract in opposite to the classic model (i.e. the model
adopted by Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau). He would maintain that we
are free as long as we live rationally and reason says us to delegate our
rights to the sovereign. Human being in state of nature acts according
his/her own interests so that nothing is more important that personal
interests. To be enjoyed from freedom, in this situation, human beings
must wholly delegate their rights to anything to the political authority.
Government is not only established to prevent any war and insecurity but
also it positively prepares the ground for real, free, rational, tolerant, or in
short good life.

4. Religious authority under political authority

Formal religion must be limited to the priorities of political order, since in
civil state all things are arranged by rational and concrete criteria not
according to the religious or revealed ones. Spinoza’s political theory
mainly concentrate upon replacing the passions and emotions by
rationality, and promoting it, in all social spheres. Formal cult of religion,
if attains all authorities, engenders emotions of any kind among people,
the most dangerous of which is superstitions. For Spinoza, because
political and superstitious life cannot be consistent with each other, then
the latter must be subjected to the former. Religion cannot be empty from
superstition but when it placed under political authority, superstition
might be mitigated one.

Conclusion

From what we said above, several points can be concluded: Firstly,
Spinoza tries to transit from Christian model of sovereignty to republican
one. In former model we have two separate source of authority
(government and church) while in latter there is one political authorities,
the religious one under which placed. Secondly, civil state or the state of
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freedom does promote the religiosity among people much the less
threaten the state of religion. Thirdly, religion when controlled by political
authority, can order and regulate society through promoting toleration,
justice and goodness among religious people.
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