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Abstract

The main purpose of this research is to explore the thoughts of British philosopher Roger
Scruton in the scope of aesthetics. Scruton was particulatly influenced by Kant's project of
critique of rational faculties, and Wittgenstein's insights into the realm of language and
meaning. For this purpose, the steps he has taken in the development of analytic aesthetics
(in two parts of judgment of beauty and beauty areas) have been extracted. This study was
conducted using first-order library resources using conceptual analysis method. According to
Scruton, aesthetics is the core of philosophy and is more important today than other branches
of philosophy, even if it is dependent on other branches because of this central discipline.
The most important results of this study are the reconstruction and application of two
concepts of Disinterested interest and Means-End dualism, The elementary platitudes in
aesthetics (pleasure, rank, attention, reason / judgment, description of object and first-hand
judgments of beauty), the relationship between sacred, beauty and desires in human beauty,
distinction of understanding and explanation in natural beauty, practical reason in everyday
beauty and differentiation of fantasy-imagination and pattern of belonging or fitting in artistic
beauty.
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Introduction

One of the two philosophical methods that emerged after Kant is the analytical
approach to beauty. One of the most important recent British philosophers belonging
to the analytical tradition is Roger Scruton. This study aimed to investigate his role in
describing and expanding the analytical approach to art and beauty. The method is
conceptual analysis.

Basic Concepts of Scruton:

1. Disinterested interest: This concept is closely linked to the new aesthetics.
Shaftesbury explains the judgment about beauty through the approach of lacking the
interest of the adjudicator. When someone is interested in beauty, it means that they
have to put all the other interests on one side so that they can focus only on the object

itself (belonging to the beautiful).

Kant (, in The Critique of Judgment,) took up the point, building from the idea of
disinterest a highly charged aesthetic theory. According to Kant we take an interested
‘approach to things or people whenever we use them as means to satisfy one of our
interests (Scruton, 2009b: 20).

2. Ends and Means Dualism: In an essay titled "Aesthetic Gaze”, Scruton (2009a:
137) adds: “Rational activity involves both ends and means." And in the same article
elsewhere: "In the world of religion all things appear in two guises: as instruments for
our uses, and as creations, earthly manifestations of some higher design." (2009a: 138).
Also, in that article, he describes aesthetic experiences: “When I work, my activity is
generally a means to an end -making money, for example. When I play, however, my
activity is an end in itself. Play is not a means to enjoyment; it is the very thing
enjoyed." (2009a: 138)

First Step: Development in judgment of Beauty:

Scruton came to a fundamental and strategic conclusion in his research: the
philosophical tradition of experimentation, as well as idealists such as Hegel, Croce,
Collingwood and Bradley, are all based on an unacceptable “philosophy of mind”
(Scruton, 2020). Instead of systematic opinions he turns to famous platitudes, those
who are the fundamental benchmarks for measuring any philosophical theory. That
is, by returning to the ideal of clarity and differentiation of concepts, and increasing
the accuracy of speaking about each one and avoiding seemingly profound
propositions, it emphasizes the famous realms and puts the theory itself in the
spotlight. It can be said that each promise focuses on one thing, which are as follows:
pleasure, rank, Intentionality, reason/judgment, description of object and ruling of
the first category (Scruton, 2009b: 5-6). This distinction and clarity paves the way for

clear next steps.
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Second Step: Development in beauty areas:

1. Human Beauty: Scruton shows empathy to Kant's view that the judgment on
beauty arose from a "disinterested interest" to his object and expressed it. In the field
of human beauty, he explains the role of beauty in mental situations that are deeply
mixed with interest: the interest that humans can have toward each other. Of course,
his approach to this issue is philosophical and with a prior argument. It then connects
to the question of individual will, and its relation to the ultimate duality and means,
and ultimately the question of Hegel's beautiful souls and the sacred cause (Scruton,

2009b: 34-38).

2. Natural beauty: Scruton begins in this context with the fact that the aesthetic
verdict lacks interest like the pleasure it evokes. And it seems to implicitly tell us that
beauty and interest are independent values, so that admiration for something because

of its beauty is quite distinct from admiring it as a tool. One of the most important

points of this discussion is that our aesthetic interest in nature is an interest in
manifestations and not necessarily to the science that explains these manifestations,
and from here it reaches an important duality in the distinction of natural sciences and
humanities: "the experience of natural beauty belongs to our ‘intentional’ rather than
our scientific understanding. It is focused on nature as it is represented in our
experience, rather than on nature as it is" (Scruton, 2009b: 70-71).

3. Everyday beauty: In this field of beauty, Scruton examines a special form of
practical reason. That’s where the choices happen between different or close options.
Finally, he shows the relationship between this analysis and the relationship between

this analysis and the famous and correspondence with them. Here he refers to the dual

Means-End. When you want to put a derriere in the frame, you throw it away many
times and jump: does it look appropriate Moreover, it has pointed to a cultural issue,
agreeing and comparing alternatives (Scruton, 2009b: 84-87).

4. Artistic Beauty: Fantasy and imagination reveals the mechanism of encountering
taste as well as the absurdity of the recent agreement — in the humanities and culture.
“Both fantasy and imagination concern unrealities; but while the unrealities of fantasy
penetrate and pollute our world, those of the imagination exist in a world of their
own, in which we wander freely and in a condition of sympathetic detachment”
(Scruton, 2009b: 105). In the discussion of style, Scruton uses a human characteristic
to understand it. In a discussion of meaning and metaphor, Scruton offers a new and
different pattern of Croce and Collingwood. “The Crocean model is of an inarticulate
inner state (an intuition) becoming articulate and conscious through its artistic
expression. The rival model is of an artist fitting things together so as to create links
which resonate in the audience’s feelings. The question what is being expressed ceases
to be relevant. What matters is whether this belongs (emotionally speaking) with that”
(Scruton, 2009b: 125-1206)
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