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Abstract

The subject of this article is the analysis of the concept of freedom as one of the
fundamental issues of political thought in Kant’s philosophy. Given Isaiah Berlin’s
typology of the negative and positive conceptions of freedom in the history of
philosophy, this article examines Kant’s position on freedom in the form of the above
two conceptions. In Kant’s view, moral action is a practice with a purely moral motive
and respect for the moral law, without the accompaniment of human desires. There
is a kind of opposition between moral inclinations and motivation in Kant’s moral
theory. In Kant’s view, freedom means the abandonment of desires and the
fulfillment of moral duty. In his view, inner tendencies act as internal barriers to moral
action and freedom, and must be eliminated or at least controlled. The concept of
freedom has a central place in Kant’s moral theory, as freedom is the product of
obedience to moral duties, and this positive concept, contrary to Berlin’s claim, does
not lead to tyranny.
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In this paper, the impact of two accounts of human nature on the perception of
freedom is examined. Kant’s account, by dividing the human realm into two nominal
and phenomenal realms and looking negatively at the latter, placed the leadership of
human existence in the first realm, and considered its true freedom in following moral
principles and duties.

According to Kant, freedom is a genuine right derived from the humanity inherent
in all human beings. This right is realized when one acts only based on autonomous
reason. Thus, from Kant’s point of view, freedom is classified in the form of positive
freedom (acting according to reason). Thus not only is Kant’s freedom incompatible
with authoritarianism, despite its positive conception of freedom, it is essentially a
liberal account.

The individualistic nature of the Kantian reason has a collective and anti-
authoritarian aspect. The individual intellect is formed in free communication, and in
free communication every thought and reference can be criticized. On this basis,
human beings’ superior self cannot have an external representative free from criticism.
It was also stated that moral legislation is based on some criteria, i. e. categorical
impretaives, and is, therefore, free from individual and arbitrary tendencies. Kant’s
defense of majoritarianism also does not imply the essence of his view and is limited
to the society at a certain level of cultural and political development. Therefore, it is
not the case that any positive perception of freedom or the separation of the human
self into the upper and lower classes leads to authoritarianism, because these
classifications are usually accompanied by rules and principles that keep them away
from unruly and arbitrary decision-making.

By introducing the notion of categorical imperatives, Kant has provided an
objective criterion for identifying moral duties, and some criteria are provided for
evaluating the orders of reason and its external representatives. According to one
interpretation of this principle, human beings should not use others as a mere tool in
the service of their goals. Authoritarianism is a kind of instrumental use of others that
is incompatible with Kant’s account of human beings’ inherent dignity. Thus, a
positive view of freedom does not necessarily lead to a violation of freedom, but rather
reinforces it. Restraining human desires is an essential factor for maintaining human
freedom and prevents the suppression of the freedom of others.

The neglect of some liberal thinkers, such as Betlin, of the internal obstacles to
freedom has led them to a superficial account of freedom. Human beings’ desires are
the most important factor in violating the freedom of others. The mere emphasis on
removing external barriers to freedom in liberal democracies does not guarantee its
implementation, and can easily serve individual and group interests. Kant’s moral
theory, by controlling inclinations, can provide moral support for the concept of

freedom.
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