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Abstract

To achieve the common origin of "I" and nature, Schelling takes a new approach to the
philosophy of nature; demonstrating the falsity of dualism between "I" and nature and
showing how nature cannot be reduced to a mechanistic series of causes and effects. By
integrating Leibniz's principle of inner purposiveness, Spinoza's monism, and the Kantian
concept of teleology, he interprets an organic idea of nature as a totality and founds "I"
on the ground of this organic nature. Schelling tutns to Leibniz's vitalistic philosophy for
presents a self-organizing scheme of nature, and he uses the intensive doctrine of
substance to overcome the dualism of modern philosophy. In this view, the patts are to
be deduced, in a purely analytic way from the whole, and each unit must include an infinite
plurality, so the difference between subject and object is in degree, not in type; Nature is
all alive, and no real object is entirely inorganic but is only in a lower degree of organic.
In Schilling's point of view, the highest degree of organization of the infinite is the
creativity of the artist, who is the culmination of all the organic forces of nature. The
main question of this essay is about the fundamental role of Schelling's organic
intetpretation in his aesthetic essence .in this regard, while the impact of Leibniz's
vitalistic approach is analyzed, the reinforcement of the activity of "I" in Schilling's system
of thought is examined.
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1. Introduction

The daring development of the philosophy of nature was Schelling's first distinct
contribution to German idealism, at first he developed his philosophy of nature as a
concrete application of theoretical reason within critical idealism, It was the need to
do justice to the sheer otherness of "not I", forced Schelling to abandon the one-
sidedness of Fichte’s idealism and to complement it with the pantheistic vitalism of
Spinoza-Leibniz. Schelling in this new approach while defending the critical position,
concerning the primacy of practical reason to underline the essential connection and
relevance between early philosophy of nature, practical reason, and the philosophy of
art.

In Ideas for a Philosophy of Nature, Schelling attempts to find the common origin of
self-consciousness and nature, so he explains the philosophical approach of the
organic conception of nature as a totality, and shows how 'I' acts within the world and
not opposed to it. Kant begins the first step by arguing that the autonomy of the will
through freedom provides the principle of the self's activity. However, he doesn't
provide the entire solution by showing that the thing in itself is grounded in the self's
activity. According to Schelling, Fichte's competence is to have unified both fields of
philosophy in one principle, which is "absolute 1", yet in a step beyond Fichte,
Schelling asks how an "I" comes to self-consciousness within nature. This question
allows Schelling to ground the self's activity in the organic totality of nature. In
addition, Schelling attempts to demonstrate how self-consciousness arises within
nature and how thinking and matter have a common origin.

As regards in an organism, the whole is entirely inseparable from each part, art
product as a part of nature is a reflection of the whole of them, and in art product, the
unconscious part of nature achieves the highest degree and place in nature through
identity with the conscious part. The purpose of this essay is to elucidate the effect of
Schilling's organic approach on his aesthetic essence. Also, the role of Leibniz's
principle of inner purposiveness in describing the organized being of nature is
analyzed, which led to an approach to overcome the duality of modern philosophy.
In the following, while the effect of Leibniz's vitalistic approach to nature is evaluated,
the reinforcement of "I" activity and the distinction between activity and passivity in
Schelling's thought is explained.

2- Schelling's discussion about the philosophy of nature

Schelling uses diverse sources in the development of his philosophy of nature.
Commentators have shown how Schelling criticizes the reliance on the principle of
sufficient reason or mechanical explanations of nature in interpreting the world,
through the scientific research of his contemporaries, and in dialogue with Kant's
Metaphysical Foundations of Natural Science. Some recent literature has pursued the
development of the philosophy of nature to Schelling's eatly study of Plato's Tzmaeus,
but in this essay will be used a different approach. Admittedly, Schelling has some
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difficulty to make all the precedents to his philosophy of nature fit together into a
totality. In order to understand this difficulty, at the first will be shown how Schelling
appropriates the monism of Spinoza's 'doctrine of the attributes' and Leibniz's 'inner
purposiveness' as supplements to the philosophy of nature, to demonstrate that as
though the self-consciousness is purposive, both body and other natural beings can
be intellectually intuited as purposive. For comprehending the important influence of
Spinoza's and Leibniz's to understanding Schelling's sketch of the 'history of
consciousness' in the discussion of the organic nature of "I", will be shown how
"natural doctrine of the mind" demonstrates self-consciousness arises both through
intersubjectivity, and organic purposiveness. Afterward will be shown how Schelling
turns to Kant's concept of teleology to undetline that all purposiveness is organic and
unintentional. If there is any kind of 'intention' within nature, it is humanity, which
improved within nature. As Schelling works out these problems, he continues to
expand the range of his philosophy, by the final installment of General Survey of the most
recent Philosophical Literature, published in 1798, Schelling adds that a philosophy of art
will overcome the divisions between practice and theory, and between freedom and
necessity.

3- Conclusion

Through the organic approach of nature and maintaining "I" as the first principle of
philosophy which acts as an embodied and organized being, Schelling reveals the
common origin of self-consciousness and nature. Therefore, to explain the
interconnection of "I" and nature, influenced by Kant's teleological judgments, he
claims that the philosophy of nature is possible only within a system of critical
idealism. Thus the failure to explain purposiveness externally which is contrary to the
principle of inner purposiveness opens the path for Schelling to explain this
purposiveness by the transcendental subject. He reads Spinoza and Leibniz as monist
precedents to his project, in appropriates Spinoza's doctrine of the attributes he
replaces "I" with infinite substance and criticizes his mechanical explanation of the
matter; in order to overcome this defect, he turns to Leibniz's vitalistic approach to
nature. Contrariwise with Spinoza, who based all attributes on one foundation and
recognized all things as manifestations of the infinite, Schilling's organic approach,
like Leibniz's monadology, has a hierarchic concept of nature; the universe is a living
force that develops to varying degrees through increasing stages of organization.
According to Schelling, the highest degree of organization and development of the
infinite is nothing less than the creativity of the artist, their creativity is the culmination
of all the organic forces of nature. The one that brings harmony and correlation in the
artwork between the free conscious act and the objective unconscious act is pre-
reflective unity or the absolute, which initiates philosophy. This act that can't be
conscious and can only be reflected in the art product, is recognized in the highest
form as the idea of genius, the product of this act is genius's product; Thus, in the art
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product, the absolute becomes objective, that is what the practical act is unable to

achieve due to the preservation of the free act.
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