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Abstract

Part of Cornel West's prophetic pragmatism purpose is to link
ethics and politics to art. In this approach, ethics becomes the basis
of aesthetics and politics. He presents a picture of moral life that
emphasizes the uniqueness of human characteristics. His goal of
prophetic pragmatism is not to answer the questions of Western
philosophy. West sees the root of these problems in Western
philosophy in the epistemology of Descartes and Kant and believes
that it must be overcome. The purpose of prophetic pragmatism is
to provide answers to short-term problems and ongoing cultural
interpretations in a specific historical period. West sees nihilism as
evil, as opposed to democracy, and turns to art to combat this
nihilism. He believes that original art has a common concern with
the oppressed and can fight nihilism. He considers this original art
to have anti-nihilistic properties. Artists in this approach are
struggling to achieve democracy and must follow ethics based on
religious love. In this article, after examining the relationship
between politics and ethics in art, we critique West's views.
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Prophetic pragmatism belongs to the post-modern left. This pragmatism
calls for the revival of a healthy intellectual life, the reconstruction of social
forces, and the empowerment of the weak classes of society. Despite the
achievements of American pragmatists, West believes that this tradition
faces many challenges. He praises the results of American pragmatism
such as historicism, moral beliefs, the emphasis on revisionism, the
emphasis on society, and the desire for social action, but still believes that
there are philosophical and political weaknesses in this tradition.

Cornel West believes that neo-pragmatism is in danger of reproducing
and repeating problems and, more importantly, an inadequate
understanding of the importance of power in society. To avoid these
problems, he established his prophetic pragmatism.

1- Prophetic Pragmatism and Art

According to West, we live in the age of Melville, the age of spiritual
silence and moral, cultural, and political collapse. Melville understood well
the lived experiences of every color and class. Melville struggled with
existential nihilism and epistemological pessimism. The act of white
supremacy and its legacy begins with the destruction of the black body for
control, economic exploitation, political oppression, and cultural
degradation. The structure of racial superiority that has created such
devastating consequences begins with a decline in the aesthetic value of

black bodies.
2- Prophetic Pragmatism and Music

West considers black musicians to be the greatest African-American
humanists. They enjoy music and are looking for ways to improve their
music. The notes and chords that inspire blues music are cultural
outpourings that help people stay vibrant in the face of storms of
oppression and contribute to self-esteem by emphasizing creativity. Tragic
hope emerges from the spiritual framework of blues music as a discourse,
linking black freedom struggles with music. The best music of black
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culture expresses the prevailing moral degeneration of society more than
any other cultural expression.

Conclusion

In Cornel West's prophetic pragmatism, ethics is the basis of aesthetics
and politics. This pragmatism begins with presenting a moral image of
moral life. West attributes anti-nihilistic nature to art. This anti-nihilistic
nature of art is a political endeavor based on moral principles.

Based on the issues raised, we introduce five critiques of the central
theories on the relationship between ethics and politics in art:

A. West wants the prophetic pragmatism among people of color not to
pay attention to the originality of race and skin color, and his criterion is
the moral quality of confronting and resisting racism. But it has not been
very successful in comparing blacks and other people of color.

B. West sets a double standard for artists.

C. It has neglected the historical conditions for reviving the former
cultural capacities.

D. In the fight against nihilism, he offers an Art that can produce
nihilistic results.

E. It does not provide the necessary reasons and explanations for the
claim that prophetic pragmatism can be extended without geographical
and racial restrictions.
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