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Abstract

Perhaps one of the most pivotal ideas of Kant which connects all of the periods of
his continuous intellectual work is the idea of the nature as the whole. According to
Kant the nature as the whole is equivalent to totality and universality. This is the rule
of the fundamental idea: the particulars finally must be under the general in order to
be explicable. But it is interesting to note that this general rule which remains
unchanged in Kant’s three periods of intellectual work has a special meaning in each
period. So we seek to answer the question of how Kant begins with the nature as the
objective and then reaches the nature as the ideal of the pure reason and consider it
as the necessary totality for the power of judgment and from there reaches the nature
as something that has legal requirements. But such a transformation into the legal
and historical nature is possible only if we pay attention to the power of reflective
judgments which are contained of aesthetic and teleological judgments. Because it is
the power of reflective judgment that provides Kant with the necessary tools to view
the nature as a totality whose purpose is the realization of rights. In this sense the
nature is something that offers hope to the human race..
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Introduction
One of the most important concepts by which Kants three periods of thought can be

connected and consider as a continuous effort on a single subject is the concept of
nature as a whole. Nature as a whole in Kants works has equivalents such as totality,
wholeness, world and rational universe. In all periods of his thought, Kant seeks to
formulate this notion that the particular must be classified under the general rule in
order to have meaning or necessity. What is considered in this essay and is its main
subject is what Kant does in Third Critique because what he does in Third Critique
provides for him some possibilities he can use them to articulate juridical nature. But
what allows Kant to do so is the rules that he developed in his Third Critique on
purposefulness and power of aesthetic judgment. By using these themes, Kant
achieves a concept of nature of which history and laws are essential.

Discussion

In general, Kant in the pre-critical period believes that nature manifests itself in the
form of idea of totality and wholeness. This totality and wholeness as the highest
achievement of theoretical cognition is something that includes human, physical,
divine and moral affairs. Kant states the rule of this totality in such way that we have
the general matter which is not a general matter composed of simple components but
for them is like a formal whole. Another characteristic of nature for Kant in the pre-
critical period is that he considers it as the cause. From this point of view, the whole
becomes a real thing. But in the critical period, Kant, under the influence of Hume,
turns the whole into regulative ideals of pure reason. He now introduces them as
rational ideas that are no longer real but transcendental. These ideas help the
researcher to look at the universe as a systematic whole. In his critique of judgment,
Kant does not consider nature to be regulative ideals of pure reason but instead
attributes it to a new power called the power of judgment. The possibilities of the
power of judgment enable Kant to draws a different picture of nature. This new image
of nature, which shows itself especially in post-mortem works, is an image in which
nature has historical and legal implications. Such a transformation from nature as the
real to nature as something that has legal requirements is possible by the power of
aesthetic judgment.

Conclusion

If we pay attention to what Kant says about nature, we figure out that nature has
played a pivotal role for him in all periods of his intellectual life. He never believed in
abandoning the idea of universality, which he had prepared in the pre-critical period
as a real thing to explain the world in opposition to the tradition of rationalism. Kant
was so fascinated by the fundamental idea of nature as a whole that he tried to explain
it in some way in each period and according to each limitation. In the pre-critical
period, he tried to explain nature as a whole against rationalists, without which any
conception of nature would be inadequate. Contrary to Hume's positions, Kant
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devised a plan and pushed nature into reason, directing it out of reason where he was
to sit directly in sight of nature, but considering it to be the result of the a priori
transcendental assumption of the power of reflective judgment. And finally, in his old
age, he realized all the logical consequences of purposefulness of nature in the field of
politics and law. If we refer to Kant's treatise on perpetual peace, we see that
throughout it there is a main character who guides the human race to a specific goal.
And that is nature in his posthumous works, Kant approached an objective view of
nature, but at the same time, through the doctrines of the critique of the power of
judgment he was able to provide a transcendental way of explaining it. In the last
period of his thought, Kant also drew history and law into the nature and tried to
explain them as the purposes of nature through the doctrines of the power of
reflective judgment. Kant is in many ways an accomplice of Thomas Hobbes: Hobbes
believed that the natural position is a position of war and the only way to achieve
peace is to delegate the will to the absolute sovereign. According to Kant, nature is
the absolute sovereign. In other words, Kant believes that instead of delegating the
will to the absolute sovereign if we follow only nature, we will be able to achieve a

state of peace.
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