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Abstract

The quarrel between Plato and the poets in the Utopia and try to
exclude them from there is a very important subject in the Republic.
He in the book III explains the limits for poems and determines the
poems that can be read for youths and the poems that cannot be read
for them. This radical Platonic approach to the poets and their poems
can be linked today to the many different media especially TV and its
programs. In Plato's view, our reaction to the different events in the
everyday life is a copy of our reaction to the poem. This problem is
today linked to the TV and other social media like cinema. TV in only
an instrument for distribution and transmission, and does not present
any new method for interpreting reality. In another word, TV only
present reality as it is and TV is like the Platonic poet in this respect.
We can recite the Platonic objection on poem, also on the TV and its
functions. In the present article we will try to survey the nature and the
functions of TV by the Platonic method of critiquing poets in the
Utopia.
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Introduction

One of the most important Platonic dialogues is the Republic. In this
dialogue we see many different issues that Socrates poses in detail and
critically. These issues are metaphysical and epistemological and also
aesthetical subjects in different problems. Critic of poem and poets in the
Utopia is one of the key subjects in this dialogue. Our article is based on
this Platonic dialogue, Republic, because we will try to study media,
especially TV, in the Platonic view. Plato in the Republic criticizes poets
and tries to show that we should dismiss them from the Utopia because
they effect on the human rational capacities and stimulate human feelings,
so humans cannot have correct decisions in their lives. Many of
philosophers always had different problems with this radical platonic view
on poets but they could not deny the positive or negative effects that poem
put on the human capacities. Today we can explain this problem by
noticing to media as a whole and to the TV especially.

Plato and Denial of Poem

In the platonic view many of Arts can have destructive effects on human
behavior especially on children and youths, because after seeing or hearing
to aural and visual arts, they try to imitate them. But imitation, in the
Platonic view, may be result to change their personalities and stimulate
some negative moods in them. Of course, many researchers agree this
Platonic view on children, even Aristotle that always objected
metaphysical Plato's view, agreed with his master in this problem. Children
may be enjoying from arts in the reality as they enjoy them by imitation.
So imitation from art should not transmit to the children's really life.

Plato and TV

Today some thinkers believe that many of TV programs may have not
deserving contents for people and so we will confront with an
unproductive territory in TV programs. TV with its different social and
psychological programs only stimulates in our personality the moods that
prevent our rational and critical capacities. For example, rudeness,
aggression, bad cartons and social difficulties effect on our psychological
moods and even change lifestyle in the society. In addition, TV draws a
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good and sincere world for people, the world that in very different from
the really world that people are confronted with it. This is rooted in the
task that TV has raised for itself, means the task of amusing people in their
everyday life, so that TV partly inverted the reality that people confronted
with it. This is the problem that stimulates us to compare TV with poem
as Plato critic it in explaining Utopia in for ancient people.

TV and Reality

In Plato's thought our behavior in real life is a copy of our confronting
with arts, especially with poems. In Some media researchers' TV has a
function like the poems in Plato's view because TV in only an instrument
for distribution and transmission, and does not present any new method
for interpreting reality. In another word, TV only present reality as it is
and TV is like the Platonic poet in this respect. We can recite the Platonic
objection on poem, also on the TV and its function as this: TV present
many different subject to people, the subject that understanding them
need not any complex thought and precision and usually linked to the
human feelings and sentiments. As a result, TV like the poets destroys
human different capacities of soul and finally causes that human reason

cannot function properly in human behavior.
Platonic denial of TV

If we see poem as a media so we can explain different similarities and
differences between these two media, means poem and TV, and so we can
criticize TV's functions and nature by platonic method of critic and denial
of poets from Utopia. But many of media researchers think that TV as a
media has not any aesthetical value like the aesthetical values of poems.
Of course some thinkers believe that TV and also many of media has their
aesthetical values by especial aesthetical criterions. So we should have
distinct criterions for criticizing TV and new media as a whole. For
example we should raise some questions like these: why TV dominates on
every dimension of human life? And why many researchers and
philosophers toady did not try to explain this phenomenon critically in
their interpretations of realty and human society?
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Conclusion

In this article we will try to criticize T'V's functions in new era by noticing
to the Plato's approach to the different arts, especially to the poets and
their bad effects on human capacities. The most important Plato's critic is
that not only people but also good humans in the society are affected by
the bad different dimensions of arts especially the poets and their poems.
In Plato's view, humans in their lives admire every one that can control his
or her feelings not every one that exhibits his or her feelings and capacities.
But we in our everyday life admire who that we in reality do not want to
be like he or she. This reaction can be compared with our reaction to the
different recurrent TV programs in the modern time. And so, if today
Plato see our different media especially TV and it's at some rhetoric
programs and serials, without any doubt, he will criticize our media and
their contents at some bad effects on the human soul and human
rationality. In another word, may be Plato will reject any media and any
TV production from human society so that everyone can have rational
decisions and can dominate on his different feelings. TV and poem can
have similar functions in both individual and social human behaviors, and
in this dimension, every ethical and cultural platonic critics can also be
linked to the TV and many new media in the modern era. TV today is very
important instrument for showing reality badly or property, because TV
can imbue us that the reality in one that TV show it.
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