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Abstract

Metaphors in the new approach allow us to better understand ethics
and bioethics due to their inherent capacities, such as highlighting and
diversifying scripts from source domains. According to some,
metaphors are not limited to conventional metaphors, not merely
epistemological, but we need complex and unconventional metaphors
for deep thinking and thoughtful cultural considerations. Stem cells,
on the other hand, have extraordinary properties for the source
domain in the unconventional and complex moral metaphor. Hence,
the author has used the conceptual metaphor of cell for ethics. The
fundamental question of this quest is: What aspects of morality does
the conceptual metaphor of cell in ethics highlight for us? The findings
of this study are as follows: 1. The conceptual metaphor of cell for
ethics, unlike most ethical metaphors that are simple and common
metaphors and naturally have less power for ethics, is a powerful,
unconventional and complex metaphor and can handle ethical analysis
well; 2. The metaphor mentioned in ethics is formed by moral
phenomena and recognizes the distinction between religion and
mysticism; 3. In the light of the cellular metaphor of ethics, the
difference between ethical performance in different moral situations
and ethical agents is better explained; 4. This metaphor, unlike other
metaphors, highlights the idiosyncrasy of ethics, not a feature or few
ethical features.
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Introduction

Contrary to the traditional view that metaphor refers to language and
words, and that it is used in literature and expression and literary arrays.
In the new view, metaphors are more relevant than language and words.
It is tied to mind and thought. Human thinking is metaphorical in nature,
and not only is the presence of metaphors in thinking is a natural and
unavoidable thing; but with the help of metaphorical imagery, we can find
deeper understandings. However, it should be noted that metaphor always
reveals one dimension of an issue and hides other dimensions. In the field
of ethics, we need various metaphors to understand and explain more
aspects of moral and ethical issues.

There are several ethical metaphors among people and ethicists, each
of which highlights a face of ethics and obscures various other faces.
According to the author, the power of each ethical metaphor is different
from the other. Most moral metaphors are simple and common
metaphors, and are naturally less powerful. But based on studies in
biological science and awareness of the power of stem cells as a source
field in metaphor, the author has used the cell metaphor for ethics, and he
is of the view that ethics metaphor as cell is more important for
understanding morality and bioethics than other moral metaphors. Other
moral principles are the way to understand ethics.

Ethics Metaphor as Cell

A range of moral metaphors highlight and illustrate misconceptions about
morality. These kinds of metaphors are destructive and deterrent to ethics.
Another spectrum of metaphors refers to the marginal and weighty nature
of morality. Therefore, with the discovery of their importance and
prominence, important moral characteristics and possibilities are obscured
and replaced by morality. Another set of metaphors highlights important
features of morality and helps us to have better bioethics, but the potential
threats of such metaphors are not small. The fourth group is metaphors
that emphasize the nature of morality and their potential threats are very
small. Therefore, the criterion for classifying these metaphors goes back
to their capacity in the process of highlighting process. Any metaphor that
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can reveal more features of bioethics is naturally a more powerful
metaphor. Inspired by the topics of cell biology, the author reclassifies the
above metaphors.

Metaphors help moral actors in the process of judging, deciding,
selecting, diagnosing, preventing, and treating moral issues by highlighting
the idiosyncrasy of morality. Metaphors of morality as life, morality as
essential, and morality as cell are such metaphors. Ethics as medicine is
necessary from the branches of ethics as a matter. The author considers
these three moral metaphors to be the most powerful metaphors that, with
all their differences, have in common that they represent the ethos of
morality and contribute to the maximum of moral ethics and that the
potential threats are very small, and can be corrected. Therefore, to better
understand the conceptual domain of the goal, one must: first, utilize more
source domains. Second, use the powerful moral metaphors. Third, use
the unconventional, active, and complex metaphors. In this regard, the
author has used the conceptual metaphor of the cell for ethics. In powerful
moral metaphors, spiritual phenomena in the realm of morality are not
limited to a particular historical period or a particular human being. Most
of the metaphors used for ethics are conventional metaphors, which are
often simple and passive. But cell metaphor is an unconventional and
active metaphor, and in the light of which we can give a better structure
to understanding ethics.

Conclusion

First, inspired by the topics of cell biology, the author has proposed four
categories of metaphors: 1. incapable moral metaphors; 2. Weak moral
metaphors; 3. Multipotent moral metaphors; 4. Powerful moral
metaphors.

Powerful moral metaphors narrate the ideology of morality and
contribute to bio-moral excellence. The cellular metaphor of morality is
one of the powerful, unconventional, and complex moral metaphors that
the author has proposed and used to analyze and retell morality.

Second, most moral metaphors, such as morality as a ladder, morality
as a tool, morality as a necessity, are conventional metaphors and cannot
effectively cover the serious arteries of morality. For example, they are not
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able to explain the universality and regionality of morality, the moral
development in different environments, the non-uniformity of morality,
and the likes. But the conceptual metaphor of the cell for morality, due to
dualities such as the non-degenerative nucleus and cellular differentiation
in different contexts, implies both the universality of morality and its
dependence on culture and regionality. It also places a systematic emphasis
on the growth and hierarchy of ethics with characteristics such as
environment, exchange, reproduction, and the primacy of existence over
quiddity, genes, meditation, information codes, and so on.

Third, the cellular metaphor of morality can well deal with the analysis
of the levels of morality and the religious and mystical expressions of
morality. Recognition of the levels of ethics and the religious and mystical
environment causes us not to neglect some moral phenomena and not to
limit the spiritual phenomena in the field of ethics to a specific historical

period or a specific human being.
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