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Abstract

"Myth" is, in the view of the great Neo-Kantianism philosopher Ernest
Cassirer, the most primitive and at the same time the most different
human methodological method. According to him, in order to be aware
of his existence and his surroundings, man has not started from the
rational form of cognition at once, and before that, he has led a long period
with elementary knowledge, which is the initial form of human knowledge
called "mythical consciousness". is introduced to us. Perceptions and the
world formed in this form of consciousness have contents and
characteristics that are not easy to understand and accept by today's
standards of theoretical knowledge; Therefore, these contents should be
studied in the context of mythological system. In mythological
consciousness, categoties such as "space", "time" and "number", like
today's rational consciousness, are introduced to us as "perceptual
mediators"; But the nature, function, and embodiment of these
intermediaries are in the consciousness of myths quite different from our
perception of them today. The main issue in this research is to identify the
nature of the "mythical number" and the sources that identify it. To
achieve this goal, by carefully studying the works and views of Cassirer, in
addition to identifying the nature, position and type of number
representation in mythical consciousness, the factors that shape the
specific nature of number in this form of consciousness are examined.

Keywords: Ernest Cassirer, Mythical Awareness, Mythical Number,
Epistemology, Symbolic Form.

Type of Article: Original Research

Received date: 2021.11.2 Accepted date: 2021.12.13
DOI: 10.22034/jpiut.2021.48743.3033

Journal ISSN (print): 2251-7960 ISSN (online): 2423-4419

Journal Homepage: www.philosophy.tabrizu.ac.ir



http://www.philosophy.tabrizu.ac.ir/

@ ey o8l  duld oy yingly ole dlxs H
YEV-YED AP+ Y e A ojlad VF o

Considering the importance of myths, there have been and still are various,
and sometimes contradictory, approaches toward this phenomenon,
according to which, myth is sometimes introduced as a linguistic disease
and distresses people. Ernst Cassirer is among those who have struggled
to upgrade myth into a human cognitive form. Unlike Kant, Cassirer
believed that human cognitive forms are not limited to rational patterns,
rather irrational patterns also have a part to play in the human cognition
and knowledge processes. Therefore, he introduced myth as one of the
major irrational cognition forms of human life. According to Cassirer, the
perceptions and the world created in mythology have certain features and
contents that are not easy to grasp and accept based on the current
standards of theoretical and rational knowledge. Therefore, these
principles must be investigated within the framework of an irrational
cognitive mechanism of the myths under study. In other words, rationality,
as the dominant cognitive tool in the contemporary world, is not capable
of propetly explaining phenomena whose origin and nature flow from
irrational foundations. Rationalism and its cognitive tools, therefore,
cannot be used as similar models for analyzing the artworks of different
civilizations.

The contemporary humans who live within the framework of
knowledge and rational form of cognition assess the worlds existing
before them and other than themselves using the same present-day
rationality. They seek their entirte world in rational cognition,
notwithstanding the fact that rationality and ways of rational perception
are only one of the paths of cognition and one of the types of human
knowledge.

According to the results, the main distinctions in features and content
of mythological consciousness compared to rational consciousness and
knowledge were identified in the differentiation and unification of
phenomena and affairs, the quality orientation of phenomena, the concept
of causality, perceptual mediators (space, time, and number) and
representation of phenomena and affairs. In the mythical consciousness

of "space", "time" and "number", as in today's rational consciousness, are
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introduced to us as "perceptual mediators"; But the nature, function, and
embodiment of these intermediaries are in the consciousness of myths
quite different from our perception of them today. By studying the works
and researches of Cassirer, especially in the second volume of "Philosophy
of Symbolic Forms", in which he explains some of the basic features of
mythical consciousness, it became clear that numbers in this cognitive
form are of a completely qualitative nature. And this qualitative nature,
which is related to the fundamental contrast between the sacred and the
unholy in this cognitive form, has been an important source of identifying
numbers. And it is on this basis that in mythological consciousness we
come across numbers from the beginning that has a sacred essence. Also,
in the irrational form of cognition, number is used as a "cause" and a
means of conveying religious meaning; That is, here, number is a medium
for spiritualization. According to the mythical law of "equality of the part
with the whole", anything that is somehow related to a number and any
phenomenon or thing that in itself shows the form and power of a
particular "number", its identity for this cognitive form, identity It is not
ordinary, but because of its relation to this particular number, it will find
the meaning completely new and identical with that number. On the other
hand, the promotion of number to substance and the attribution of
independent power to it is one of the most obvious and very important
examples of the mythological characterization of abstract concepts.
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- Cassirer, Ernst (1953) #he Philosophy of Symbolic Forms: V'ol.1, Langnage, Ralph

Manheim (trans.), New Haven and London, Yale University Press.

- Cassirer, Ernst (1957) The Philosophy of Symbolic Form: Vol. 3, The
Phenomenology of Knowledge, Ralph Manheim (trans.), New Haven and

London: Yale University Press.



