i
The Quarterly Journal ol [
PHILOSOPHICAL INVESTIGATIONS L

University of Tabriz Y e

Vol. 16/ Issue: 38/ Spring 2022

The Problem "1" in Galen Strawson

Elaheh Khoshzaban (corresponding author)
M.A. in Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Qom University, Qom, Iran.
elaheh.khoshzaban@gmail.com

Zahra Khazaei
Professor of Philosophy and Theology Department, Qom University, Qom, Iran.
z-khazaei@gom.ac.ir

Abstract

One of the topics in the philosophy of mind is the discussion of "I", which
philosophers have referred to in various interpretations as "The self”,
"personal identity", "ego", "soul" and "spirit". Philosophers' different
theories about the existence and even the nature of this seemingly simple
and obvious have turned it into a philosophical problem. Galen Strawson
is a physicalist who has addressed this issue by interpreting “The self”. On
the one hand, he believes in the existence of the "empirical self", but on
the other hand, he denies such qualities as Long-term persistence,
personality, and agency, which seem to be essential to the meaning of the
"I". The present paper tries to address, by an analythical-critical method,
the question of how Strawson believed in the existence of the "I" despite
the non-acceptance of these three characteristics. In this regard, first
Strawson's view on the nature and existence of the "I" is analyzed, and
after evaluating his view, it is concluded that the elimination of these three
characteristics is due to weaknesses such as adopting a physicalist basis, a
phenomenological method, and a purely mental view of the "I", confusion
of the two positions of Truth and proof and his weakness in explaining
the nature of unity over time.
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Introduction

Galen Strawson is reductionist physicalist philosopher who has discussed
problem "I" in detail. According to him, the perception of "I" in each
person is mental experience and is distinct from use of the word "I" to
refer to the human being considered as a whole. He equates this
experience with a physical object, which is a substance with both empirical
and non-empirical aspects. The present study analyzes and evaluates Galen
Strawson's view of Problem "I".

Phenomenological explanation of "I"

Strawson prioritizes an understanding of the nature of the "I". He
considers the knowledge of this nature as an empirical perception and
therefore the method he adopts in order to study the characteristics and
structure of this experience is a phenomenological method. In this regard,
he proposes eight possible phenomenal features for the concept of "I".
These features are as follows:
(1) A thing, in some robust sense
(2) A mental thing, in some sense
(3, 4 A single thing that is single both synchronically considered and
diachronically considered
(5) Ontically distinct from all other things
(6) A subject of experience, a conscious feeler and thinker
(7) An agent
(8) A thing that has a certain character or personality

But in his view, "I" can be explained only by the four characteristics. A
subject of experience that is single, mental thing (or Sesmet).

Pearl view; ontological interpretation of "I"

Strawson proposes his ontological theory as the "Pearl view". it suggests
that many mental selves exist, one at a time and one after another, like
peatls on a string, in the case of something like a human being.

Evaluation
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Strawson's empiricist and phenomenological approach is flawed in that it
relies on the senses and ultimately reduces consciousness to a part of the
physical essence and it offers no explanation of how consciousness arises
from physical substance.

Another major drawback is the removal of "long-term diachronic
continuity". Rejection of this feature can be attributed to the lack of a
unifying factor over time. Because he considers the sense of the single
mental self to be clear and complete at any given time. In other words,
this unity lasts only for a certain short period of time, that is hiatus-free
stretch of consciousness when the experience takes place. Therefore, he is
unable to explain the continuity of one's conscious experiences of oneself
from one moment to the next.

Another weakness in his theory is the omission of the feature of
"agency". Because first of all, this claim is against intuition and moral rules.
For human identity requires change, change requires motivation and
purpose, that is, voluntary action.

Secondly, given that Strawson on the one hand rejects free agency and
on the other hand believes in low-level choices in humans, he has fallen
into a kind of contradiction.

Strawson also does not consider "personality" necessary for the
concept of "I". This claim can be traced back to two weaknesses in his
theory. One is his weak explanation of the unity of consciousness. Because
personality is defined in relation to the existence of a single self over time.
This defect can also be attributed to the confusion of the two positions of
Truth and proof. Because the acquisition of knowledge of each person to
"I" is possible in two ways: immediate cognition and mediated knowledge.
The presential knowledge can be considered as self-knowledge in truth,
unlike the conceptual knowledge that is created for the person with the
help of sensory tools in the position of proof, and it is permissible from
this. Since Strawson is oblivious to the realm of the abstract and considers
"I" to be only a mental being, presential knowledge cannot be explained
to him and has no such distinction from science.
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Conclusion

Strawson tries to offer a solution to explain Problem "I" by presenting the
pearl view. This theory, although it has strengths in terms of defining
physical substance and the Experience/Experiencer Thesis, and
considering property as a level of substance, which together make the
concept of "I" equivalent to consciousness; But there are also weaknesses
in the empirical approach and the phenomenological method and the
elimination of characteristics such as long-term diachronic continuity,
personality and agency.
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