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Abstract

According to Wittgenstein's Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus, propositions
of natural science are all meaningful propositions of language therefore
there is no ethical proposition because alleged ones do not fulfil the
criterion of meaningfulness of propositions, which is empirical
verifiability. In addition, Wittgenstein somewhere considers Tractatus
Logico-Philosophicus to have an important ethical point. There seems to
be a conflict between Wittgenstein's recent claim, on the one hand, and
the meaninglessness of ethics, on the other. In the face of this apparent
conflict, we try to ponder the question of what is the ethical point of
Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus. In answer to this question, we will pay
attention to Kevin Cahill's interpretation of Wittgenstein. In
Wittgenstein's view, modern culture prevents what he calls the experience
of the wonder of the world. Cahill interprets the ethical point of Tractatus
Logico-Philosophicus in connection with Wittgenstein's view on modern
culture. What objection would Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus be subject
to if Cahill's interpretation were correct? How defensible is the
dependence of Cahill's interpretation of Tractatus on other Wittgenstein's

works? At the end of our study, we will answer these questions.
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According to Wittgenstein's Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus, propositions
of natural science are all the meaningful propositions of language. There
is no ethical proposition because alleged ones do not fulfil the criterion of
meaningfulness of propositions, which is empirical verifiability.

In addition, Wittgenstein somewhere considers Tractatus Logico-
Philosophicus to have an important ethical point. He says there about
Tractatus’s ethical point “My work consists of two parts: the one
presented here plus all that I have not written. And it is precisely this
second part that is the important one.”

Here we have some questions. First, there seems to be a conflict
between Wittgenstein's recent claim, on the one hand, and the
meaninglessness of ethics, on the other. How we can interpret
Wittgenstein’s work so that this conflict resolves? Secondly, why
Wittgenstein, as himself says, has not written anything about the ethical
point of Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus in that book? Why does he talk
about this point only in his other works?

In the face of the apparent conflict, we try to ponder the question of
what is the ethical point of Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus. Answering
this question, we will pay attention to Kevin Cahill's interpretation of
Wittgenstein's Tractatus. Cahill interprets the ethical point of Tractatus
Logico-Philosophicus in connection with Wittgenstein's view on modern
culture.

In Wittgenstein's view, modern culture prevents the experience of
wonder at the existence of the world. From the perspective of human life
seems we humans in the modern world usually resist being open to the
wonder and speaking about the wonder. Wittgenstein intends to set aside
the resistance and revitalize the wonder. This resistance is due to the fact
that the recognition of the wonder contradicts "what Wittgenstein saw as
the modern world view that anything one wants to say should be justified
with reference to the so-called laws of nature." (Cahill 2018: 115) That is
why on December 30, 1929 (a few weeks after the "A Lecture on Ethics")
Wittgenstein quotes Augustine as saying: "Go ahead and talk nonsense"
(Wittgenstein 1979: 69). Also, several years later, this thinking reappears
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in Wittgenstein's words: "

(Wittgenstein 1998: 64)
Here, the experience of the wonder is not some strange experience

... you must pay attention to your nonsense."

such as Moses saw, some brush on fire that did not burn up. But the
wonder that Wittgenstein speaks about is a result of the experience of the
existence of the world as a whole. This wonder makes issues about the
meaning of life and ethics.

Any event in the world doesn’t have any special relation to the wonder.
So the progress in science doesn’t vanish this wonder. Scientific
discoveries explain different events. They vanish that kind of wonder that
we have out of our ignorance of the causes of that events. But scientific
discoveries don’t vanish the wonder of the experience of the world as a
whole. So scientific progress doesn’t resolve ethical issues and the issues
of the meaning of life that are in relation to the wonder of the experience
of the world.

The human who has this kind of wonder sees the world as a miracle.
How she can speak about this experience of the miracle? She can’t. It is
beyond the limits of language, as Tractatus shows them. So anything she
says about her experience is meaningless. For that reason, Wittgenstein in
“Lecture on Ethics” says “Now I am tempted to say that the right
expression in language for the miracle of the existence of the world,
though it is not any proposition in language, is the existence of language
itself.”

How defensible is the dependence of Cahill's interpretation of
Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus on other Wittgenstein's works? Cahill
offers a different interpretation of Wittgenstein's Tractatus based on other
works of Wittgenstein, such as "A Lecture on Ethics" and some letters.
From a hermeneutical point of view, it may be argued that the Tractatus
is an autonomous work and independent of Wittgenstein's previous and
subsequent speeches and writings. Thus, whatever Wittgenstein said or
wrote about Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus after writing it is merely one
of many interpretations and doesn't have superiority over other
interpretations.
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In my opinion, if we consider Cahill's interpretation to be a refutation
of other interpretations of Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus, including the
positivists' interpretation, the mentioned objection is noteworthy. In
defense of this objection, it can be added that the search for the authot's
intention is an inappropriate goal to understand a work, because the
author's intention is part of her conscious, while the work is largely
influenced by the authot's unconscious (and possibly by the collective
unconscious of her society). Therefore, the work has dimensions that the
author himself is not aware of and so is not the matter of the authot's
intention. But on the other hand, a response to the above objection can
be proposed. Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus is subject to different
interpretations due to its complexities and ambiguities. Some of these
ambiguities are due to Wittgenstein's own style of writing, and you can
find this ambiguous style in his other works too, including philosophical
investigations.

Another source of this ambiguity is the logic and system that governs
Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus. According to the logic of Tractatus,
some issues, including ethics, are unspeakable. But if ethics, while being
unspeakable, is important for the author, and the author wants to reflect
this importance in his work, he is faced with a dilemma. As a result, the
author can only resort to her speech and writing outside the text to talk
about the importance of ethics. Therefore, in the face of a work that is
ambiguous, referring to the authot's extra-textual works, the authot's
speech and writing before, during, and after writing the work in question,
can help the interpreter in understanding and interpreting the work.
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