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Extended Abstract

Unity of intelligent and intelligible is a basic and determinative theory in Islamic philosophy which
describes the relation between these two as identical. According to Mula-Sadra who articulated
this theory and gave it its proper place in philosophy, it is described first time by Aristotle and was
accepted by Plotinus and Porphyry in ancient times. The intellectual position of Plato about this
philosophical principle and finding and rebuilding his arguments about it is the subject of this
essay. Aristotle as the main feature of Greek philosophy after Plato accepts and describes this
theory in some of his works such as De Anima (430a 20) and Metaphysics. (1072b) and since the
influence of Plato in constituting Aristotle's ideas in this book is emphasized by some ancient and
new studies, it is justified to expect to find this theory in his own works too. Plato's attitude to
unity of intelligent and intelligible can be discussed in his myths and metaphors as well as in his
philosophical reflections. There is a lack of serious studies on position of this theory in Plato's
works and his arguments for it. We try to come close to Plato's standpoint on this subject by
rebuilding his arguments for it. Three arguments present here as most important: 1. argument based
on Anamnesis (recollection). 2. Argument based on ontology and 3. Argument based on
philosophical psychology. It seems Plato gives an intellectual formation of this theory but it must
give a sketch of the path to deduce and understand this formation as the union of intelligent and
intelligible.

First argument: Argument based on Anamnesis (recollection)

Plato presents Anamnesis as his theory of knowledge. According to Plato we know things not by
experience but by recollecting the ideas that our soul has seen in his eternal life. Experience only
gives rise to concepts and ideas that can't be in experience itself but are in rational soul. As Plato
says in the case of any knowledge, we remember the ideas which we have seen in our previous
life. If one understands this theory literally as saying something about time, he confronts himself
with some important incoherencies. For example, how rational soul has achieved his knowledge
in his previous life? It must have a life before it again and this can continue with no end. So,
Anamnesis is to give a metaphor of relation between soul and concepts as innate and inherent. The
object of Anamnesis also is not a historical event rather its contents are Platonic ideas which are
separate and unbound to time and place. So, recollection is a metaphorical formation to portrait
the actualization of innate truths in rational soul which are innate in relation to it. So, the
actualization of innate truth is as well the actualization of soul and this is an expression of unity of
intelligent and intelligible.

Second argument: Argument based on Ontology

It seems there could be an ontological argument for unity of intelligent and intelligible in Plato. It
seems also there is a possibility to form this argument in multiple ways. The most important one
is mentioned here. According to Republic: 477c episteme or knowledge is a kind of dunamis and
according to Republic: 477c dunamis itself is a being. And if this dunamis is the summit of
intellectual knowledge so it is real being. Also, the final object of dunamis is platonic idea of Good
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and this idea is also real being. Now since real being for Plato is one and the same thing, episteme
and its object are one and same.

Third argument: Argument based on Philosophical Psychology

Plato's philosophical psychology in Alcibiades I draws a third way toward union of intelligent and
intelligible. Here Socrates is searching to understand Self and asks what is Self? The first answer
is that Self is soul and not body. Soul in her place has a reflection on herself to find his real self.
According to Alcibiades I the real Self is in the rational part of soul in which there abides God and
wisdom. So, soul in searching for herself finds it in his rational content. Thus, one can say this
rational soul which is the true Self reflects herself. This true Self, therefore, is intelligent and
intelligible at the same time. And this is the unity of intelligent and intelligible. Because the final
object of this intellectual knowledge is the idea of Good, with this interpretation we can understand
it as a self-reflecting being who is intelligent and intelligible. Some other texts of Plato, like
Parmenides:145 and Sophist 132 support this reading.

Plato's Definition of unity of intellect and ineligible

There is a formal rule in Charmides: 168d which can be interpreted as definition of unity of
intelligent and intelligible. Here Plato says: "the very thing which has its own faculty applied to
itself will have to have that nature towards which the faculty was directed.” (Plato,1997: 655) the
search for a definition of temperance in Charmides leads to a self-reflecting principle which has a
complete and inclusive knowledge. The only candidate for this principle would be intellect. So
according to Plato's expression mentioned above, intellect has something from its own nature as
its content.

Accepting unity of intelligent and intelligible as Plato's viewpoint is an important step to study
the history of this idea. Considering Plato’s arguments on this issue shows that he has accepted
this idea and also to what extent this idea has rotted in his thought. It also has other important
conclusions. Firstly, finding Plato reasoning and expressing this principle in several dialogues
confronts developmental reading of Plato with a serious problem. Also, we can't understand Plato's
ideas as pure and silent objects of intellect any more. Again, the internal relations of this principle
with several philosophical principles in Islamic philosophy makes a meaningful inter-connection
between them. The relation between Plato and Aristotle also can be revised on the basis of this
principle that is common in them.
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