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Al-Ghazali, while emphasizing the strong connection between reason and religion,
believes that some religious beliefs need rational approval in the sense of theoretical
reason, but he has considered reason incapable of practical understanding of religion
and considers religion more valuable than reason. He believes that reason is a
prelude to entering the realm of religion. Therefore, he does not abandon reason
altogether and considers it as a prelude to the realm of religion and accepts its role
in receiving religious truths. This theologian considers the hand of reason to be short
in bringing man to true happiness, and degrades the status of reason to the status of
faith. In fact, he considers reason to be the commentator of religion. However, he
has a deep connection between reason and religion and considers reason as the best
support for religion. Al-Ghazali is only opposed to a rationalist who tries to believe
in his own power without basing himself on other methods. Therefore, in this article,
the relationship between reason and religion is discussed. The method of this
research is a qualitative method using the hermeneutic study of al-Ghazali
personality and texts.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Al-Ghazali, while emphasizing the strong connection between reason and religion, believes that some
religious beliefs need rational approval in the sense of theoretical reason, but he has considered reason
incapable of practical understanding of religion and considers religion more valuable than reason. He
believes that reason is a prelude to entering the realm of religion. Therefore, he does not abandon reason
altogether and considers it as a prelude to the realm of religion and accepts its role in receiving religious
truths. This theologian considers the hand of reason to be short in bringing man to true happiness, and
degrades the status of reason to the status of faith. In fact, he considers reason to be the commentator of
religion. However, he has a deep connection between reason and religion and considers reason as the best
support for religion. Al-Ghazali is only opposed to a rationalist who tries to believe in his own power without
basing himself on other methods. Therefore, in this article, the relationship between reason and religion is
discussed. The method of this research is a qualitative method using the hermeneutic study of al-Ghazali
personality and texts.

Man's two existential legs, body and soul, and his two cognitive wings, intellect and religion, made man
a multidimensional being, which means that he is the only being; who has benefited from his vegetative
intellect in surpassing the animals, his selective intellect in choosing the superior creature, and his dialectical
intellect in understanding the superior creature; Therefore, the discussion of epistemological factors has
always been of special importance for people. That reason and religion as two elements in human knowledge
system play a significant role. Intellect is the most important gift of God and the main characteristic of
humans and the factor that distinguishes humans from other creatures. Although all people benefit from
reason, the benefit level of each of them is different compared to the other. Therefore, according to the
degrees of intellect, the degrees of understanding and understanding of people are different.

On the other hand, religion has always been considered one of the most important concerns of mankind
throughout history, which some have considered to be only a heartfelt acknowledgment of God and the
truthfulness of the Prophet's (PBUH) mission and the principles and rituals that he brought from God. And
some others have set pillars for faith and stated conditions for it.

However, regarding the place of this intellect and religion, there are strong differences of opinion
between the jurists, philosophers and mystics, in such a way that groups have emerged that do not attach
any place to the intellect and believe that the intellect cannot infer rulings. Also, there are some groups who
consider reason as a subset of religion.

Now this issue is raised that from Ghazali's point of view, how are the two elements of reason and religion
related to each other? And does trusting one of these two make us unnecessary to trust the other? That is,
by giving importance to reason, religion is pushed to the sidelines, or by giving importance to religion,
reason loses its effectiveness? Therefore, the method of this research is a qualitative method using the
hermeneutic study of Ghazali's character and texts, for better understanding, his writings have been directly
examined and the opinions of his commentators have not been included in this context.
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