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Abstract

Dewey's book "Art as Experience", can be considered as a manifesto of
pragmatist aesthetics, in which Dewey uses the insights of Darwinian
theory of evolution and his pragmatist principles through focusing on the
concept of "experience" and aesthetic experience, to bring art back to the
everyday life of human beings in today's world. Although, Dewey's view
of experience in its general sense, as an interaction between human and
his/her environment, has a Darwinian basis, but as Dewey's analysis
shows, especially in his describing about the aesthetic experience, the
concept of experience goes beyond the Darwinian conception and takes
cultural and social dimensions. In this article, meanwhile reviewing the
meaning of expetience in Dewey's thinking and the relationship between
aesthetic experience and the experience in its general sense, we try to show
the connection between art and life by relying on Dewey's views in "Art
as Experience". In addition, we attempt to demonstrate, most of the
examples that Dewey cites as the basis of aesthetic experiences are positive
life experiences, and by doing so, he unintentionality ignores negative
experiences and reduces the circle of aesthetic experience to pleasant

experiences.
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1. The Scope of the Concept of Experience

For Dewey, experience is a general concept that includes all organism
interactions with its environment. Most commentators consider the
concept of experience (in general sense) as a central concept of Dewey's
philosophy. The importance of this concept in Dewey's philosophical
project is such that some have said that understanding the whole project
depends on how to reconstructs the concept of experience. Due to his
pragmatic approach, Dewey has an "empiricist" view of experience and its
origins, although his approach is not necessarily the same as that of
classical empiricists. In his book, "Experience and Nature", Dewey
discussed about experience and its relationship to nature and life for the
first time. About experience and nature's association, he says: "Experience
is not a veil that shuts man off from nature; it is a means of penetrating
continually further into the heart of nature." (Dewey, 1925: iii). In
"Education and Democracy", in a section entitled "The Nature of
Experience," he considers two aspects of expetience: a passive aspect and
an active on; both of them are inextricably linked (Ibid, 2001: 145). What
Dewey means by the concept of experience, is not an immediate or
"instantaneous" experience that has only a psychological aspect, but is a
continuous, contextual, and historical thing that leads to the evolution of
the "self" at every stage: "An experience is a product ... of continuous and
cumulative interaction of an organic self with the world." (Ibid, 1980: 220).
Dewey's conception of experience encompasses both types of experience,
erlebnis and erfabrung, because both of them are examples of human
interaction with the environment.

2. Aesthetic Experience: ""Experience in its Entirety"

Experience in Dewey's thought, has several levels that the aesthetic
experience is one of the highest and unique level of its. In Dewey's own
words, "for esthetic experience is experience in its integrity." (Ibid: 274).
The difference between an aesthetic experience and a normal, immature
and everyday experience is not an intrinsic difference, but it is a qualitative
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difference. The ordinary experience is the base of the aesthetic experience,
and the later comes from the former.

The creation of artworks by human is the reason why he/his acts on a
higher, more complex and "consciously" level. Due to the wide
implication of aesthetic experience in Dewey's thought, it can be said that
he goes back to the Greek general conception of Zachne or Poesis. An angler,
for example, who is deeply engaged in fishing, and as long as he
experiences and lives it with all his being, even if he eventually eats his
catch, still has something of an aesthetic experience and pleasure while
hooking and fishing. According to him, "it is this degree of completeness
of living in the experience of making and perceiving that makes the
difference between what is fine or esthetic in art and what is not." (Ibid:
20).

3. Separation of Artworks from the Context of Life

Dewey's claim is that works of art, despite having an external reality, have
suffered a terrible fate, they have been separated from their primary
context and functions, and nowadays, they have been transferred to
museums and galleries. This is one of the important themes of "Art as
Experience". By emphasizing on the role of circumstances that were
involved in the creation of artworks at a particular time, Dewey considers
the experience and understanding of those works to be subject to the
historical context of the audience. He does not necessarily limit the
"meaning" of artworks to aesthetic pleasure or mere theoretical knowledge
about them. For understanding the meaning of artworks, He suggests that
it is better to dismiss them as works of art at first and then we should
return to the context and "normal conditions of experience." This attitude
towards art and artworks reflects the insight that "att, to a great degtee, is
life." (McMlellend, 2005: 55).

The aesthetic dignity of an artwork related to the past is that it
"becomes an experience for a human being." (Dewey, 1980: 4). Dewey's
emphasis on the concept of experience in association with the
environment or context of life is aligned with the goal of re-discussing
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works of art in relation to human's social life, and criticizing the reduction
of aesthetic experience to mere "aesthetic pleasure.”

4. Signification of the Aesthetic

Unlike Hegelian aesthetics, Dewey does not necessarily limit aesthetic
experience to "artistic beauty," and even unlike Kantian aesthetics,
considers the significance of "the beautiful" to go far beyond what is
commonly referred to as a beautiful object. Since that he opposes with any
separation of art from life, hence he seeks "artwork" and aesthetic
experience in the midst of ordinary experiences. For example, "The
intelligent mechanic engaged in his job, interested in doing well and
finding satisfaction in his handiwork, caring for his material and tools with
genuine affection, is artistically engaged." (Dewey, 1980: 5). A close look
at all of examples that Dewey cites in "Art as an Experience", it is reveals
that all of them are the pleasurable and positive experiences of life, and he
didn't pay attention to the negative experiences of life, while they are the
main part of "raw" experiences of everyday life.

5. Conclusion

If we accept this thesis that "the actual work of art is what the product
does with and in experience" (Ibid: 3), then all experiences, whether
pleasurable experiences or horrific and negative ones, can contain an
element of aesthetic experience, and they have ability to be represented in
the form of an artistic work. Therefore, alongside the pleasant everyday
experiences, as a basis of aesthetic experience, negative and unpleasant
experiences of life can also be used as a basis of aesthetic experience.
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