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Jean Baudrillard the postmodern social theorist adopted a philosophical approach for
explanation of the contemporary world. Baudrillard refers to the current state of affairs in the
world as “Hyperreality” and believes that today the simulacra are more real than the reality
itself. Art and cinema have also turned into tools of simulation and Baudrillard targets them
with his penetrating critiques. The present essay is an effort to discuss Baudrillard’s solution
for cinema’s survival. Among the achievements of the current essay, one can mention the fact
that according to Baudrillard, contemporary cinema is so immersed in the simulacrum that it
has become a means for simulation. Baudrillard is so pessimistic that it does not seem that in
his view, there would be a path in the postmodern world to escape the simulacra. As a result,
cinema does not also have any path to avoid it. The solutions suggested by the authors are
basically focused on taking advantage of the simulation itself; of course, this simulation is
intended to expose the simulacra to which we are referring as “simulating the simulacra”.
Consequently, in this essay — through continuous references to Baudrillard’s ideas — it
becomes evident that “simulating the simulacra” can occur through excessive insistence on
simulation. Among the operational approaches that can assist it, one would refer to frequent
use of digital special effects or “doubled simulation” toward the exposition of cinema’s
simulation.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

As a postmodern social theorist, Jean Baudrillard has adopted a philosophical approach in the context of his
own social researches insofar as he confesses that he is active in the domain of metaphysics. Among the
methods used by him for explanation of the contemporary world is the use of semiotics which in turn led to
his discussions of the philosophy of image and its effects on life. From this perspective, his theories — though
in an indirect way and an unsystematic fashion — are related to the art world and particularly to cinema. One
of his key theories concerning the life conditions in today’s societies is “Hyperreality”. This theory covers
different domains and dimensions of the life of contemporary man and art is not an exception to this.
Although he did not have any claim of being a cinema critic, his theories influenced the cinema across the
globe to the point that a term was coined in world cinema particularly in Hollywood called “Baudrillardian
Cinema”. His theory of simulacra and simulation not only has directly influenced the cinema, it delineates
the deep structures of the contemporary cinema and its relationship with the society and reveals its
mechanism. Of course, it needs to be noted that there is a relatively incoherent collection of Baudrillard’s
comments on cinema usually driven from his interviews. The lack of a systematic theory about cinema, in
fact, has made the understanding of Baudrillard’s ideas of cinema complicated.

This essay is authored using library based research focused on the first hand sources. The data are
analyzed by descriptive-analytic method. Baudrillard’s comments on cinema are comparatively studied in
the context of his main social theories and ideas in order to understand his desirable cinema and the
mechanism of the survival of cinema.

It seems that Jean Baudrillard sees art and cinema as a conspiracy and considers art and media to be
among the factors that cause the further disappearance of accepted measures and concepts as reality. He
argues that pretention to reality in cinema presents a simple-minded, puritan, paranoid and terrorist insight
no single example of which could be ever found in any other culture except ours (Baudrillard, 1994a:46-
47).

Gary Coulter suggests that we cannot offer an overestimation of the importance of Baudrillard’s analysis
of cinema because it explicitly speaks of the possible death of cinema. However, it seems that Baudrillard
still trusts the capabilities of a type of cinema and argues: “I am still very much in love with cinema, but it
has reached a despairing state.... I like the cinema, of all the spectacles it’s even the only one I do like”
(Baudrillard, 1993: 23-29).

Now this the following questions are raised: Whether Baudrillard has lost his hope of cinema? If this is
not the case and he still loves it, how can cinema continue its life in an appropriate way?

Jean Baudrillard in his own writings refers to film and cinema for hundred times, because good cinema
is of paramount importance for him. The existence of contradiction in loving cinema and being hopeful on
the one hand, and losing one’s hopes of it and seeing it as a conspiracy, on the other hand,

Baudrillard's interest in cinema, on the one hand, and her conspiracy, on the other; which is completely
visible in his different interviews, bespeaks of the fact that Baudrillard believes in a specific type of cinema
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not every type of cinema. What kind of cinema can truly be in line with Baudrillard’s ideas? How can
cinema continue its own deserving life?

According to Baudrillard, in contemporary world, realities have departed the life and the existing vacuum
is filled by the simulacra and this problem is Baudrillard’s most fundamental concern. Simulation has taken
advantage of many tools and devices to appear as more real and as Baudrillard suggests, today cinema has
turned into one of these tools and is stuck in it.

Given Jean Baudrillard’s intellectual concern of the covered-ness of the absence of reality by the
simulacra, one can argue that in Baudrillard’s view, cinema can survive only if it distances itself from the
simulacrum and succeeds to act against the continuous and comprehensive current of simulation or uncovers
it, or said differently, leads to the “simulation of the simulacra”. Finally, one needs to note that although
with Baudrillard’s radical views, cinema would never be able to screen the disappeared reality; it still can
divulge this absence of reality via intelligent methods and uncover the complicated mechanism of simulation
in this way.

It seems that given the complications of the function of simulation, the realization of the “simulation of
the simulacra” is only possible through something similar to the simulacrum itself and with devices that
have made it. The authors offer an argument based on the rule set by Baudrillard himself for the postmodern
world. According to the “Absolute Rule”, we should give more than what this world has given us. Then,
given the extensive expansion of simulation in contemporary world, the film makers can take advantage of
this rule and by the excessive use of the digital special effects move towards “simulation of the simulacrum”
so that he would once again simulate the simulation in postmodern world. This secondary simulation is
introduced as a solution for divulgence of the simulation of the postmodern world so that in this way its
simulation to be uncovered.

The mechanism of “simulation of the simulacrum” and the divulgence of simulation in cinema through
the excessive use of digital special effects depends on the film makers. According to Baudrillard, cinema
like the rest of arts can only preserve part of its power if chooses a creative figure to retrieve the lost realism
in the cinema. But even if this is done, it seems that the discussions in current research can prepare the
required mind-set in the film makers for accomplishing the task.
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