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Divine Conceptualism is a solution to the problem that Platonism poses for theism.
This view is put forward by Alvin Plantinga and Greg Welty, two contemporary
American philosophers, argues for a Platonic realism about propositions, possible
worlds, and mathematical abstract objects; That is, although it considers these
abstract objects to exist, it considers them to be concrete and not abstract, and in
order to reconcile with theism, it considers these objects as the thoughts of God.
Craig, a contemporary American theist philosopher, argues that this view can not be
considered a sutible solution; because it is not acceptable to consider abstracts as
mathematical objects as concrete; In addition, conceptualism has difficulty in
justifying false propositions. Conceptualism also requires God's attribution to
malicious thoughts, and in Welty's interpretation of conceptualism, the challenge of
Platonism remains. Examining what has been done, it seems that some of Craig's
objections to Welty and Plantinga's view of conceptualism are true. More serious
objections of conceptualism can also be introduced into Welty and Plantinga's views.
Plantinga and Welty have neglected intuitive(direct) Knowledge and reduced God's
knowledge to acquired(indirect) knowledge; For if the knowledge of God is to be
regarded intuitively, while at the same time realizing the realities of mathematics,
propositions, and possible worlds, these objects are simply present in the existence
of God; Not in the sense of separate concepts.
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Extended Abstract

Contemporary Platonists have adopted a realistic view about possible worlds, mathematical objects
(numbers, sets and functions), propositions, and universals; i.e., they believe that these entities are
objective and at least some of these objects have an independent, necessary, and uncreated
existence. On the other hand, in classical theism, we are countered faced with the claim that God
is the only independent and necessary being. Therefore, it seems that contemporary Platonism
cannot be coherent and compatible with theism; In other words, a theist cannot be coherently
platonic and adopt a realistic platonic view about entities such as numbers, possible worlds, etc.
Therefore, some thinkers believe that the combination of "Platonic theism" is contradictory.

Some contemporary thinkers, while accepting the nerve of the arguments of the modern
Platonists in defense of the realism of these objects, believe that these objects should be considered
as God's thoughts, i.e., they adopt non-Platonic realism. As a result, this view is not considered a
threat to theism. This view, which is known as Divine conceptualism, in the contemporary period
has been proposed by Alvin Plantinga and Greg Welty, two American philosophers. William Craig
has criticized this view. This paper explains and examines the view of Divine conceptualism from
William Craig's point of view.

As arealist, Welty entirely accepts to Indispensability argument for the existence of propositions
and possible worlds. Welty considers Propositions, numbers, possible worlds, etc. as God's
thoughts, so he does not consider them as abstract objects. He believes that because of God's
omniscience, omnipotence, and metaphysical necessity, if objects such as propositions, numbers,
mathematical objects, possible worlds, etc. are considered as identity with God's thoughts and If
we believe that these objects are the same as God's thoughts, the condition of necessity and
plenitude concerning them fulfilled.

About the issue of what relationship these objects have with God, Welty denies the causal
relationship between these objects and God, and he holds that if the way a thinking man creates his
thoughts if we believe that God also produces his own thoughts, then we will fall into the problem
of the bootstrapping. Welty believes that the thinker/thought model that we are familiar with in the
human context cannot be attributed to God.

Alvin Plantinga, a contemporary American theist philosopher, is also a defender of
conceptualism. He considers numbers, properties, states of affairs, attributes, and other Platonic
forms as divine ideas .

Plantinga's main purpose of such an interpretation of propositions, sets, etc. is to preserve God's
independence; Because when these abstract objects are considered as God's thoughts, because these
objects create a relationship with God that thought has with the thinker, this relationship will
probably be fruitful; It means that God is the creator of these thoughts; God, as a thinker, creates
his thoughts. Therefore, God's relationship with these objects is causal, and such objects do not
exist independently of God; Rather, they are causally dependent on God. Therefore, God is the
only independent being, and the existence of these objects is not considered a threat to theism.
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William Craig, a contemporary American theistic philosopher, in the book God over all, Divine
aseity and the Challenge of Platonism, carefully addressed the challenge that Platonism creates for
theism and the approaches that are used as a solution to this challenge including divine
conceptualism, has been presented and examined. He believes that divine conceptualism, although
it seems to be a suitable solution for theists who are realist about proposition, possible worlds, etc.;
however, by pondering, it becomes clear that this point of view is struggling with many problems;
therefore, it cannot be considered as a suitable solution.

The main discussion of this paper is to examine divine conceptualism as a way to solve the
challenge that contemporary Platonism has created for theism. Welty and Plantinga believe that
there are objects such as mathematical objects, possible worlds, and propositions, and in other
words, they defend a realistic view of these objects, but these objects are considered as God's
thoughts. Therefore, they do not pose a threat to God's aseity. Craig helds that although at prima
face it seems that divine conceptualism can be proposed as an acceptable perspective for this
challenge; However, by examining and pondering this view, it is observed that this view has corrupt
consequences such as attributing God to inappropriate thoughts, the concrete unreasonableness of
thinking of mathematical objects, uncreated and undisturbed thoughts being affected by the threat
of Platonism. The problem of false propositions and facing a dilemma is faced. Therefore, this view
cannot be considered as a suitable solution for the challenge of Platonism. Craig believes that the
realist view of these entities is an example of the ancient tendency of humans towards reification.

Conclusion

With the investigation that was done, it seems that some of Craig's critics are elated to Welty and
Plantinga are corrected. Also, more serious objections can be introduced to conceptualism
according to Welty and Plantinga. Plantinga and Welty have neglected intuitive knowledge and
reduced God's knowledge to acquired knowledge; Because if God's knowledge is considered
intuitively while believing in realism about mathematical objects, the propositions and possible
worlds of these objects are present in him in a simple way, not as separate concepts. In the end, it
seems that Platonism's challenge to classical theism can be solved by another method, i.e., denying
the objective and concrete existence of abstract objects in the form of phenomenological things,
dependent on phenomenologists, fabricated by humans.
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