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The postmodern condition is a cultural situation in which contemporary man lives.
This cultural situation can be considered from different standpoints. This article tries
to investigate the postmodern condition in connection with the cyber. It will explain
that in our time, like all past ages, culture and technology have reciprocal connection
and interact intimately. The interaction of postmodern culture and cyber
technologies has led to a crisis in Theology and even in regard to the seminal
openness towards the divine. The ultimate goal of the present article is to explain
what this crisis is. The importance of this explanation lies in the fact that in order to
overcome a crisis, we must first gain a correct and sufficient knowledge of it. We
will see that the interaction of postmodernity and the cyber has led to the emergence
of hyperreality and will ultimately lead to what we call a leveled Being. Taking
advantage of the precious heritage of Persian literature, and referring to an allegory
from Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, we will try to show why hyperreality can be equated
with what Ferdowsi calls sara e derang (the "deferment abode.”) This similarity
will make it easier for the Persian-speaking reader to understand the current crisis in
the world.

Cite this article: Sheikholeslam, Kiarash. (2022). The Postmodern Cyber and the Crisis of Theology. Journal of Philosophical
Investigations, 16(40), 490-505. DOI: http//doi.org/10.22034/JP1UT.2022.52288.3269

© The Author(s).
DOI: http//doi.org/10.22034/JPIUT.2022.52288.3269

Publisher: University of Tabriz.

JPI, 2022; 16 (40): page 490


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4820-0138

Journal of Philosophical Investigations, Volume 16, Issue 40, 2022 491

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The postmodern situation and the cyber are concepts that are talked about a lot in our time. The first of these
two phenomena are primarily cultural and the second is apparently a merely technological one. But is it
possible to find a relation between these two? Is the emergence and development of these two phenomena
occurring almost at the same time a mere coincidence, or does it indicate a kind of homogeneity? In the
upcoming essay, we intend to show that it is possible to talk about a deep and intimate relation between
postmodernity and cyber technologies, without intending to dissolve these two into each other or reduce one
to the other in order to explain this relation. However, the current essay will not end with an explanation
concerning the above-mentioned relation, rather it presents this explanation as a topic that needs to deal
with another issue or problem. This issue or dilemma is the very crisis that theology as an intellectual field,
and even the divine as an existential openness, is struggling with in the contemporary world.

In the first part, the following essay attempts to characterize the postmodern situation by referring to the
perspective of thinkers such as Marshall McLuhan, Lewis Mumford, and Jean Baudrillard. Then, the
characterization of the postmodern situation is linked with the emergence of cyber technologies and the
close relation between these two is examined.

in the second part, this essay turns its gaze to one of the greatest works of Persian classic literature,
namely Ferdowsi's Shahnameh. In the first glance, this turn may seem irrelevant. But an effort will be made
to show that Ferdowsi presented an allegory of a three-layered cosmology in the introduction to the story of
Bijan and Manijeh, which is useful for analyzing our contemporary situation, i.e., the postmodern situation
and the role of cyber technologies in this situation. This allegory will be especially useful for the
understanding of the Persian-speaking reader. Ferdowsi's allegory distinguishes three spheres or three
worlds from each other, which according to his naming them are:

e sara e derang (deferment abode)

e sara_e_sepanj (passing abode)

e sara e qarar (lodging abode)

If we want to summarize Ferdowsi's point of view in relation to these three spheres or worlds, we can
claim as follows: deferment abode is the sphere of pure indeterminacy; Where ups and downs, low and high,
good and evil have no meaning; A darkness that calls to sleep, otherwise it leads to a perpetuality of endless
wandering. Passing abode is necessary and at the same time, it is insufficient; It is necessary because the
determination of things, the possibility of valuation, and the perception of meaning can only be achieved
through living in such a world. It is insufficient because good and evil, high and low in this world are not
recognized and they are not placed in the order they should. Nevertheless, it is this injustice, disloyalty,
treachery, and finally, the transience of this abode that necessitates the existence of another world and opens
the door to another abode: The sphere, the world, or the afterlife that is heralded and waited for which is the
house of absolute justice. But is it possible to talk about opening the third sphere, heralding it, hoping or
waiting for it, without firstly opening the second one?
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In Ferdowsi's imagery, the first sphere or deferment abode is presented as an endless, dreadful, and devilish
night that cannot be overcome, except by presenting a narrative of the collective-mythological history of
Iranians and this is exactly what Ferdowsi did by composing his Shahnameh.

In the third part, an attempt is made to explain the deep and broad similarities between Ferdowsi's
situation and the problematic stance of contemporary man, who is facing the postmodern cyber situation.
Of course, it should be noted that while the dreadful night which Ferdowsi was struggling with is an
allegorical-mythical phenomenon, the postmodern cyber situation appears as a cultural-technological one.
However, the structures of these two phenomena as two hazardous spheres are exactly the same: pure
indeterminacy, the postponement of any narrative, corrosive exhaustion of "homo viator" and finally, the
most terrifying threat, which is the metamorphosis of man into the form of an ahistorical and timeless non-
being.

Humanity in our time is caught in a Stygian situation that we called leveled Being. What we mean by
"leveled” is the fundamental indeterminacy that destroys distinctions in the chaos of mass-produced
information, in the chaos of "information pollution", in the blurring of the transition from the signifier to
the signified, and for this reason, postpones the production and/or conservation of any kind of narrative.
This constant postponement of narratives is not only the case of general and universal macro-narratives, but
also of the most personal and private ones. It is precisely for this reason that today, with much more
irreverence than in all previous eras, selfhood is called an illusion that carries a sack of multiple - and
sometimes opposite - discourses.
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1, cyberspace

2, simulation

3. Domain Name System (DNS)
4, World Wide Web
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