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The Ultimate goal of philosophizing, at least in classical philosophy, is to receive
infallible truth. Philosophers with different points of view and intellectual bases try
to build a structure to receive the truth. Nishida, the Japanese philosopher of the Zen
school, considers the acquisition of truth based on a view that he calls "the logic of
absolutely contradictory self-identity”. On the other hand, Mulla Sadra also presents
the perception of infallible truth in a point of view that the authors refer to as
"formal-intuitive logic". Researchers believe that the understanding of Nishida's
point of view depends on the knowledge of its three bases, which are: Zen
philosophy and koans, the difference between formal and contradictory concepts,
and absolute nothingness. Nishida and Mulla Sadra both believe in the flawed
structure of formal logic and consider it incomplete to reach the truth. They consider
perception not as mere passivity, but as a matter of action and execution. Mulla
Sadra considers proof as the beginning of reaching the truth and intuition as its end.
Nishida, however, mentions the concept of "action-intuition™ and emphasizes that
we see facts in this way and act accordingly. He considers action-intuition to be the
unity of the contradictions of religion and action. Nevertheless, Nishida strictly
avoids that his view acquires a mystical or religious flavor and rejects intuition as a
passive state of mind or a kind of trance. On the other hand, Mulla Sadra considers
intuition as receiving the truth through the connection of the soul with the abstract
world and at the highest levels of mysticism. In this article, the researchers try to
answer the basic questions of this research with a qualitative and analytical-
descriptive method based on library studies, focusing on the first-hand works of
Mulla Sadra and Nishida.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Kitaro Nishida (1870-1945), a prominent Japanese philosopher, is among those who try to establish a basis
for receiving infallible truth. He refers to the structure of his theory as "the logic of absolutely contradictory
self-identity".

Based on this view, truth is a paradox in the sense of affirming and denying at the same time. In other
words, the truth is formed in a logical structure that is based on the perception and understanding of paradox
that Facts are extracted from it. Nishida also refers to his view as absolute nothingness. In this view, no
nothingness, apart from existence, is not real nothingness; As "one" is also not a real one, apart from "all";
And "equality," apart from "difference"”, is not true equality. Therefore, understanding the truth from
Nishida's point of view can be considered a kind of seeing unity in multiplicity and multiplicity in unity.

On the other hand, among the Muslim philosophers, Mulla Sadra (1045-979 A.H.) tries to present the
infallible truth based on a structure that the writers refer to as "formal-intuitive logic. Of course, Mulla Sadra
considers it possible to understand certain truth in the first stages of knowledge through proof based on
formal logic, but he believes that the soul in the higher levels of knowledge should be connected with the
abstract world and perceive the truth intuitively, and this is the highest type of perception of infallible truth,
that is, seeing unity in multiplicity. Based on this, the authors here have a comparative reading of the works
and thoughts of both and try to answer this question in a qualitative, analytical and descriptive way that:
How do Nishida's "Absolutely Contradictory Identity Logic" and Mulla Sadra's "Formal-Intuitive Logic"
outline the possibility of receiving infallible truth? And what are the points of difference, commonality and
possible superiority of each of them? In addition to answering the previous questions, we will try to present
our independent point of view about each of the said theories, with analytical comparison and comparison.
In our opinion, Nishida's theory of absolutely contradictory self-identity logic is based on at least three
foundations: 1) Zen philosophy and koans; Second) the difference between formal concepts and
contradictory concepts (direct and indirect contradictory concepts); and third) absolute nothingness.
Nishida's basis for the logic of absolutely contradictory self-identity begins with Zen philosophy and koans,
continues with the distinction between directly contradictory concepts and indirectly contradictory concepts,
and ends with absolute nothingness as another title for the logic of absolutely contradictory self-identity.
What is most valuable is receiving the truth from a perspective different from formal logic which was based
on the principle of community refusal and the height of the contradictions.

In the course of his thought, Mulla Sadra considers it possible to receive the infallible truth in two ways.
First, through formal- deductive logic, which he considers to be attainable in proof. He bases the first basis
of his epistemological theory on logic in such a way that the first division of knowledge is based on the
separation between imagination and confirmation, which actually forms the basis of this knowledge. Mulla
Sadra believes that the second way to understand the truth is possible through the connection of the soul
with the abstract world, which is achieved through intuition. He states that he has obtained many of his
knowledge through the grace of God and through the intuition of the souls that God has given him. The
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knowledge that he was not able to obtain before that time through reasoning and argument. Both Nishida
and Mulla Sadra, while believing in the inadequacy of formal logic structures, consider it incomplete to
receive infallible truth. In such a way that Nishida proposes to reach absolute nothingness - as the
achievement of unity in multiplicity and Mulla Sadra also emphasizes on receiving the truth through
intuition and connection with the abstract world - which again leads to seeing unity in plurality. Mulla Sadra
and Nishida consider perception not as a passive thing, but as something of the act of action. Nishida sees
perception as passivity and mere reception as a return to Greek thought based on formal logic. Mulla Sadra
also thinks of perception as the dependence of the action to the subject, not the dependence of the acceptable
to the capable.

With all these similarities, Nishida avoids that his view finds a mystical or religious color and tries to
explain the logic of the absolutely contradictory self-identity in his own way. (Although, as we said, some
people have criticized him and considered his point of view entirely religious and mystical), while Mulla
Sadra believes that receiving the truth through intuition is only at the highest levels of mysticism. The
authors deeply believe that the views of Nishida and other philosophers and thinkers of the Far and Near
East, especially Japan and Iran, deserve to be the subject of research by researchers, especially those
interested in comparative studies.
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