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The current research was conducted with the aim of explaining and interpreting the
approach of Reggio Emilia based on the basic assumptions and beliefs of
postmodern philosophy. Analytical-inferential method was used to conduct the
research. The scope of the current research was all national and international written
sources in the field of postmodern education and the Reggio Emilia approach, from
which the most reliable sources were selected using a targeted sampling method. To
answer the research question, the basic principles and features of Reggio Emilia's
approach were described, explained and interpreted based on the four core features
of postmodern philosophy. The first feature of postmodern philosophy (denying the
centrality of the knowing agent) based on the concept of " progettazione"”, and
paying attention to the teacher as a partner, nurturer and guide and not an omniscient;
The second feature of postmodern philosophy (attention to language) based on the
idea of "one hundred languages of children"; The third feature of postmodern
philosophy (negation of totalitarianism) is based on challenging the idea of the
transferability of the curriculum, paying attention to children's meaning-making
skills, rejecting the idea of homogenization and dualistic thinking, and being based
on inclusive education; And finally, the fourth characteristic of postmodern
philosophy (paying attention to the element of otherness) was analyzed and
interpreted based on the two concepts of "listening pedagogy"” and "pedagogical
documentation". Imitating or copying, Reggio Emilia's approach is neither possible
nor desirable. However, knowing and analyzing the features and values governing
this approach can bring valuable lessons for the reconstruction and reform of early
childhood education in our country.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Many contemporary theorists of early childhood education believe that early childhood programs need new
theoretical foundations that are flexible and responsive enough to be able to update and maintain this field
in the new millennium, and postmodernism and the related critical perspective helps to revise early
childhood education through “other ways” which is strongly needed (Yelland & Kilderry, 2005: a, 245; Soto
& Swadener, 2002). Reggio Emilia is one of the new approaches to the education and training of young
children (zero to six years old), which according to many thinkers (Dahlberg, Moss, & Pence, 2007; Murphy,
Ridgway, Cunneen & Horgan, 2015), its view on children, childhood and child education is compatible with
the beliefs of postmodern philosophy. The aim of the current research was to examine and explain the
approach of Reggio Emilia and the educational ideas of Loris Malaguzzi from the perspective of postmodern
educational philosophy and to show why and how the approach of Reggio Emilia can be considered a
postmodernist idea towards the education of young children. The present study helps the researchers, experts
and decision makers of early childhood education in Iran to better understand the approach of Reggio Emilia,
and also get to know an example of the education of young children based on the postmodern educational
philosophy.

Methodology

Since the present study also aimed to explain the approach of Reggio Emilia based on the basic assumptions
and beliefs of postmodern educational philosophy, the analytical-inferential method was used. The scope of
the current research is all national and international written sources in the field of postmodern educational
philosophy as well as the approach of Reggio Emilia, which could be retrieved and accessed through internal
and external databases. To collect and analyze the sources, the electronic sampling method was used.

Results
Four characteristics can be considered as important characteristics of postmodern philosophy (Bagheri,
1996). Based on this, in order to examine and explain the approach of Reggio Emilia based on the
postmodern educational philosophy, these four characteristics are stated first. Then, based on the mentioned
features, we will explain and describe the approach of Reggio Emilia. One of the characteristics of
postmodern conditions is denying the centrality of the knowing agent (Bagheri, 2015). This feature can be
shown in the best way in the term progettazione, which is one of the important keywords and also the main
approach of teaching children in Reggio Emilia. Progettazione is a “a strategy, a daily practice of
observation-interpretation-documentation” (Rinaldi, 2021: 157). In addition, in Reggio Emilia, teachers do
not think of themselves as omniscient or experts whose task it is to disseminate knowledge (Murphy & et
al, 2015: 310), rather, the teacher is a Partner, nurturer and guide (Edwards, 1998: 186).

Another characteristic of postmodernism is the attention to language (Bagheri, 1996). Language and
meaning are not fixed or stable, but change based on different social, cultural and philosophical contexts
(Sumsion, 2005). Attention to language is best reflected in the idea of “the hundred languages of children™.
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Malaguzzi (1998: 93) says " | do not want to limit the domain of symbolic languages only to reading,
writing, and numbers. Symbols are used as well by musicians, storytellers and others.

The fourth and last feature of postmodernism, which is an immediate result of the rejection of totality
and totalism, is paying attention to others or giving importance to the element of "otherness" (Bagheri,
1996). The idea of respecting the other in Reggio Emilia happens through "listening". In fact, Reggio Emilia
is a "pedagogy of listening" (Dahlberg and Moss, 2005: 97). Listening to children in Reggio Emilia happens
mainly through the process of pedagogical documentation. Documenting in Reggio Emilia means listening
[to children], observing [children], collecting documents, and interpreting them (Rinaldi, 1998: 120).

Discussion

The author believes that the first step to get out of the current situation of early childhood education in Iran
is to study and review the successful and modern global models and approaches in the field of education
and training of young children. On the other hand, contemporary theorists of early childhood education
believe that the traditional frameworks of modernity are not suitable for living in today's complex, diverse,
and changing postmodern society, as a result of the need for reconceptualizing its education. It is childhood
(Clark, 2014; Pacini-Ketchabaw & Pence, 2005). The Reggio Emilia approach is one of the most successful
approaches to early childhood education, it offers a new understanding of the education of young children
and is fully compatible with today's postmodern world.

Conclusion

Imitating or copying Reggio Emilia's approach is neither possible nor desirable because Reggio Emilia’s
approach is a contextual curriculum (Rinaldi, 2021: 156) and “Reggio itself is an interpretation of Reggio!”
(p. 150). However, the examination and analysis of the principles and values governing it can provide
valuable lessons for the reconstruction and reform of early childhood education in our country.
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