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The argument between Habermas and Rorty is directed toward organizing
justification relations based on the Truth. Both of them suggest a pragmatic turn to
avoid Truth deadlocks of the epistemological approach. Their difference of opinion
is formed from the fact that Rorty takes the pragmatic turn to the extent that
eliminates the concept of Truth, but Habermas considers a Kantian meaning for
Truth, according to which Truth is merely a regulative and transcendental idea that
assuming its existence is necessary for the possibility of organizing justification
relations of actors. Rorty, on the other hand, believes that Truth even in its regulative
and transcendental sense, does not offer any useful meaning. Because nothing can
be targeted and achieved unless it is recognizable how to gain it or how to get an
approach to it. The criterion that Rorty offers to organize justification relations is
not a Truth in the future, but a narrative of the experiences we have had. It seems
that Rorty is successful in rejecting Habermas' criticisms against the possibility of
eliminating the concept of Truth in organizing justification relations; in the sense
that his thought is more compatible with a pragmatic turn. But Rorty's alternative
for Truth also implies that no specific goal virtually is conceivable for the human
being. The worthiness of narratives in organizing the relations of actors is
recognizable only in the realm of experience. According to him, we should only
hope to follow a better path than the previous one. This ambiguity in Rorty's thought
is perhaps the most important challenge in accepting his views.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Truth is one of the central notions and perhaps the most central notion of philosophy. Many other important
philosophical notions depend upon it or are closely tied to it. In modern thought, epistemology is discussed
as the essence of metaphysics. Nevertheless, the pervasive feature of contemporary postmodernism is the
fundamental doubt about the will for Truth. This turn to face the notion of Truth has created a fundamental
conflict in contemporary intellectual and cultural life; On the one hand, we see a strong need for the
commitment to truthfulness, and on the other hand, there is an equally fundamental doubt about Truth. This
contemporary intellectual and cultural inflammation can be explained as follows: Mankind had never found
his intellectual life so devoid of Truth that he felt such a need for it. The issue discussed in this essay is
related to this poverty and need: The invalidity of the epistemological perception of Truth on one hand, and
on the other, feeling the need for it as a criterion for measuring the actions and justification relationships of
the members of society. Facing the proposed problem, Rorty’s concern is to leave aside feeling the need for
the concept of Truth. While Habermas tries to fulfill this need somehow.

Both Habermas and Rorty, influenced by the "linguistic turn", and the centrality of language in the
redescription of the matters discussed in the philosophical tradition, propose a "pragmatic turn™ to Truth in
facing the impasses of the epistemological approach. Disagreement between them is formed when Rorty
advances the pragmatic turn up to the elimination of the concept of Truth, but Habermas follows it only up
to the adjustment of the concept of Truth as a regulatory and transcendental idea. According to Rorty, if we
push the linguistic revolution to its limit, we must accept that every truth is linguistic, and since language is
a historical thing, then there is no Truth beyond language or history, which the philosophy that now has
become linguistic seeks to discover. Instead of indicating an objective and independent world, Truth refers
to the linguistic communication process of people interacting to understand something specific. In this way,
he reaches a non-realistic understanding of knowledge. But according to Habermas, we need the function
of the concept of Truth to make valid claims. Every communication act, based on a realist intuition regarding
the existence of objective reality, expresses a truth claim, which, although it does not indicate the
representation of reality for an individual, refers to an intersubjective assumption about the world in which
people find themselves. In absence of such an assumption, communication action does not find its form and
meaning. Habermas follows the same Platonic line, according to which the criterion for measuring two
levels cannot be on the same level as them. The connection between two contexts cannot be explained except
through something beyond them. Accordingly, justification, as something dependent on a specific context,
cannot explain the relationship between different contexts. Habermas believes that Truth, as an independent
context matter provides a criterion for measuring justification relationships. He links his Platonic
commitment with a quasi-Kantian procedure and believes that we are bound pragmatically to assume the
formal assumption of Truth as a regulatory idea for organizing and measuring justification relationships.
This requirement is only a functional requirement. Rorty’s central argument in rejecting the function of
Truth in regulating the justification relationships is that one cannot aim at something and try to achieve
unless it is recognizable to achieve or approach it.
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If we do not want to compare pragmatism with other ideas (which is beyond the scope of this article), a way
to evaluate the views of the two thinkers in the field of pragmatism is to examine the coherence of their
opinions. It can be said that Rorty follows a more original pragmatist approach. Maintaining his Platonic-
Kantian direction and at the same time moving in the path of pragmatism, Habermas loses the coherence of
his views. Most of Habermas’ criticisms aim to avoid the problem that can be interpreted as "the world
without Truth". The phrase has a reprehensible meaning in the thought system based on the philosophical
tradition. Hence, Habermas’ effort to preserve the meaning of Truth, although reduced and modified, is
defensible. But the problem is that Rorty abandons this philosophical tradition or, at least, tries to abandon
it. The main point in the contrast between Rorty’s and Habermas’ opinions is that at some point, Rorty
discusses a completely different ground from what Habermas keeps his connection with. In other words,
since Rorty breaks his connection with the Platonic tradition, the discussion between these two looks like a
verbal argument. Truth in Rorty’s world has a completely different meaning than in Habermas’ world. In
Rorty’s world, "Being without Truth" is not a reprehensible meaning. Therefore, Rorty does not shrink to
remove the concept of Truth from language games. The dispute between these two is actually over the world
that each of them represents. Due to this dilemma, it is necessary to pay attention to the consequences of
accepting each of the two worlds. In Habermas’ world, despite all his efforts, we still meet epistemological
impasses in the prospecting of Truth. And in Rorty’s world, we will face ambiguity, which, can be said, that
it is the biggest challenge in accepting his views. It can hardly be claimed that we have severed all connection
with the philosophical tradition. Truth, in this tradition, has such a lofty position and such a deep root that
even the least connection with it makes us hesitate to accept Rorty’s views. At the cost of preserving the
coherence of his thought, Rorty not only does not try to resolve this ambiguity but persistently insists on it.
His answer to the question of what the future of non-epistemological philosophy is almost like "Wait and
see”. Ambiguity is an essential part of Rorty’s body of thought. Of course, this does not mean that Rorty is
ambiguous in expressing his ideas. Rather, the basis of Rorty’s thought, according to the author, is to reveal
the importance of ambiguity versus certainty.
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2, Incommensurable
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