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Studying education problems in view of socrates-plato, and sophist's means studying
their point of view regarding humans’ progression in the being and their journey
towards prosperity. During Classical Greek Sophists, declared that the effort to find
the world’s governing necessities and thinking about abstract concepts is pointless.
In their view, prosperity forms in the means of gaining proficiency in fields like
eloquence and using these skills in social life. On the contrary, Socrates believed
that the true meaning of education can not be limited to these doctrines; one should
gain awareness about prosperity itself. Humans’ can not perceive the position of
their desires in the path of prosperity unless they obtain true awareness about the
semantics of prosperity. With considering virtue as the source for prosperity and
providing “The Cave’s” example, Socrates demonstrates that existence contains
layered realities. While criticizing the sophists’ definition of eloquence, he
recognizes their students lacking true wisdom and finds actual growth in dialectic.
Socrates’s dialectic shows the importance of going through different levels of truth
while asking about the place of everything by humans. On this ground, he conducted
conversations with the people of his society. In his educational system, a tutor is one
who is familiar with the reality of the world and shows the contradictions of the
learner's knowledge by asking proper questions. This way, the tutor informs the
learner about his lack of wisdom and provides a platform for common progress to
find the truth.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Studying education problems in view of socrates-plato, means studying their point of view
regarding humans’ progression in the being and their journey towards prosperity. The education
topic and the effort to gain virtues was always a crucial matter in the life of Greeks and their
philosophers during the 4" and 5" centuries B.C. In those centuries, Greek people believed that
discovering the rules of the universe is impossible and futile. In their view, a human is educated by
learning practical skills like speech and using these skills in their social and political life. They
considered rules of human life as relative matters while humans and their personal and collective
wills were the scale to this relativity. On this ground, discovering the necessities governing the
being and any effort in the area of theoretical concepts was eliminated and to advance personal and
social and political goals, teaching practical skills was established over the effort to find theoretical
truths and the real meaning of it.

On the contrary, Socrates believed that the true meaning of education can not be limited to these
doctrines; one should gain awareness about prosperity itself. Humans can not perceive the position
of their desires in the path of prosperity unless they obtain true awareness about the semantics of
prosperity. Socrates and Plato had a special method of confronting the people and the ethical and
educational doctrine of their era. With criticizing people beliefs in personal, social and political
contexts, they talked to them. Their method of debating was called Dialectic.

Methodology

In this paper, we tend to find the foundation for the intellectual system of Greeks and sophists —as
been moral instructors for the Greeks- while taking a look into sophists’ doctrine and their ideology
about prosperity and human educational system in its life for growing excellence. On the other
hand, we will show that Socrates and Plato were trying to present an accurate explanation of human
view to the place of prosperity and Excellence and found their educational system, at the end. To
this end, we first analyze the characteristics of sophist's educational and intellectual system, in the
means of how they saw Excellence meanings, especially the definition of righteous man and how
they face Greek traditional definitions of prosperity, growth and virtues. Afterwards, we present
the Socrates-Plato educational system from in the means of how they interpret Dialectic by
referring to the Dialogues.

Excellence of Human in the intellectual system of Socrates and Plato

For the contingency of social life in the 4™ and 5th centuries B.C, the majority of the education
among people was in the area of lingual skills and speech. Greek people believed that a well-trained
person is one that can convince others regardless of the connection between the topics of the
conversation with ground truth.

Socrates, however, knows the communication between the tutor and the student as a necessity
and a base for training people towards finidng the truths of the being and real meaning of their life.
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He refers to Dialectic as the one and only way to discover the truth. The truth that delivers one to
the supreme state of humanity in case of recognition and loyalty. Hence, a society placed based on
these truths, is the best basis for humans’ growth and educatoin in the way of prosperity.

While criticizing the sophists’ definition of eloquence, he recognizes their students lacking true
wisdom and finds actual growth in dialectic. Socrates’s Dialectic shows the importance of going
through different levels of truth while asking about the place of everything by humans. On this
ground, he conducted conversations with the people of his society. In his educational system, a
tutor is one who is familiar with the reality of the world and shows the contradictions of the learner's
knowledge by asking proper questions. This way, the tutor informs the learner about his lack of
wisdom and provides a platform for common progress to find the truth and the meaning of human
growth.

Conclusion

Education is defined completely different form the governing doctrine of the society of his era. He
believed that at the time, none of the educational systems were successful in relating human to the
truth of the being, while creating an unreal development for humans’ personal and collective
aspects by setting a convention of prosperity and the related virtues. On this ground, the educational
system of sophists, set the personal and collective desires of humans as the scale for prosperity
without trying to enlighten the identity of matters and humans’ knowledge.

Socrates and Plato seek to show: that education should not be defined by a special few. Rather,

according to the ranked system of the being, education is the humans’ proactive journey to the
deeper and more real truths of the universe. In “The cave” allegory, it turns out that the only way
to human’s education and excellence is that one realizes the place of each creature by understanding
if its truth’s dignity and tries to explain the reason or the truth behind everything. Socrates’ main
doctrine is questioning. In this doctrine, it is explained that humans’ grasp of his position and every
other matter in the being is achieved only when he discovers the conflicts in his knowledge and
asks about their reason and authenticity.
For Socrates, education takes place by passing the “World of Shadows” and in the light of dialectic
movement. One shall create his own path of growth and education by asking questions and truly
communicating with the being. The tutor is like a midwife, facilitating this path. Every human
being, in the means of his epistemic ability obtained using the mentioned ranked system of the
being, is capable of and should ask for the position and reason of every member of the universe,
by asking questions.
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