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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Educational assessment, as a systematic process of data collection on learners’ knowledge, skills, and
attitudes, is a method of investigating the effect of feedback on learners in educational settings (Wiliam,
2011) to improve learners’ learning and to enhance educational programs. One area of disagreement and
inconsistency among educational assessment practitioners is the degree of agreement on the concept of
assessment as well as the purpose for which it is conducted. This is, in part, due to various approaches
toward the reason of assessment, which is directly rooted in philosophical stances on assessment
(Jankowski, 2017). Fruitful assessment is almost impossible in educational settings without clarifying the
philosophy behind the assessment. All in all, three prevalent philosophical viewpoints exist on the purpose
and function of assessment directly related to the beliefs about its best means. These three philosophies on
the notion of learning result in three major approaches to assessment. Accordingly, assessment can serve
three main purposes of reporting on learning, motivating learning, and resulting in learning. The three
resulted approaches are assessment of learning, assessment for learning, and assessment as learning. Recent
approaches to assessment such as dynamic assessment or alternative assessment do not see assessment as
independent of learning and consider them as two sides of the same coin. In this paper the three existing
approaches to assessment and their underlying philosophies are discussed.

Assessment of learning is the evaluation of student’s academic performance at the end of the educational
program for measuring the students’ knowledge, ability, and academic understanding according to the
assigned course, certifying their learning, and estimating to what extent the educational objectives and
curriculum outcomes have been met and what related outcomes have been achieved. Therefore, it is
summative and informative in nature. And the related information can be of interest to the learners, parents,
educators, and even in cases outside groups and is applied in sound decision making. Some of these
decisions are so pivotal that affect learners’ futures reflecting the great importance of the underlying
philosophy of the assessment.

Earl (2006) discusses that assessment of learning practitioners have the responsibility of obtaining and
reporting learner achievement accurately and concisely, having a rationale for undertaking this particular
assessment approach in that particular context. And to come up with valid and reliable results they need to
have a clear description of the intended learning and devise precise processes making it possible for learners
to demonstrate their knowledge and ability. Furthermore, a range of alternative mechanisms is required for
assessing the same construct. Considering the importance of the results in decision-making, Earl goes on
with the urgent need for public and defensible reference points and transparency in the interpretation of the
results.

Unlike assessment of learning, assessment for learning entails an ongoing process of gauging and
monitoring learners’ learning to find the pitfalls and to take wise steps in order to enhance their learning.
Teachers can benefit from it as an investigative tool to estimate the learners’ existing knowledge, and to
find about their incomplete understandings, confusions, knowledge gaps, and false interpretations of the
instructed concepts which may distort learning. Assessment for learning makes observing and tracking
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students’ thinking and learning over time possible, therefore it has a high potential in giving teachers
information to streamline, design, and modify their instruction, the course syllabus and resources, and the
related learning tasks. It not only sees that individual learner’s learning in an idiosyncratic way but also
identifies some common learning patterns and pathways followed by all the learners in their development
from emergent to proficient. If carefully designed, assessment for learning can provide data far from
recognition of what the learners know, and gain in-depth insights into when and how learners use what they
have learned. The feedback provided by the teachers can advance students’ learning. Formative assessment
is the best-known type of assessment for learning.

In recent years, assessment has been used as a tool to help develop individuals as those who can manage
challenges. Assessment as learning sees assessment as a process of metacognition and is rooted in the
philosophy of active learning while interacting with new ideas where learners are the cognitive constructors
of the new concepts while critically connecting assessment and learning. In assessment as learning learners
learn while reflecting on their own learning as they seek deeper understanding.

Assessment for learning, assessment as learning, and assessment of learning are all valuable and
purposeful. It is, however, highly significant and challenging to get the balance between them. In order to
improve learning for all learners, assessment for learning and assessment as learning should take a more
pivotal role than assessment of learning. In the past, the focus of assessment was on assessment of learning.
Therefore, assessment for learning as a means of enhancing improvement as well as assessment as learning
making learners critical analysts of their own development were ignored. To meet the needs of the current
world educational assessment needs to take new approaches in educational philosophy and make
modifications in both its means and ends.
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