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The discussion about the issue of will and its role in human life has a long history.
In the field of Islamic civilization, the roots of this debate go back to the first half of
the first century and the conflict between Ash'ari and Mu'tazila. This article, which
has dealt with the comparative conceptualization of the issue of will and autonomy
in the field of education with a qualitative method and a descriptive analytical
approach, tries to make a new conclusion about anthropology and the issue of will
by relying on the * equivocal human™ model. In this comparative model, which is
deduced from the text of the Qur'an, mystical texts and Sadra's philosophy, human
while being a "univocal concept”, is an "equivocal being" that includes infinite levels
of existence. From one point of view, the levels of human existence can be classified
into four levels: material, ideal, rational and divine. In order that in Sadra's wisdom,
existence is concomitance to knowledge and will, so human will is also equivocal.
Each level of equivocal human existence has a stronger will than the previous level
and a weaker will compared to the next level. If man is an equivocal being and,
accordingly, the levels of his awareness and autonomy are also equivocal and
hierarchically, naturally, it is impossible to talk about a single education system and
method of education in all these levels. Each level of human consciousness and each
level of his will requires its own educational method and system.

Cite this article: Ahmadi Khaveh, Ehsan; Sarmadi, Mohmmadreza; Alamolhoda, Ali; Mahmoudi, Mahdi. (2022). Comparative
Conceptualization of the Issue of Free will and Authority in Education Based on the "Suspicious Human"

Pattern.

Journal of

Philosophical Investigations, 16 (40), 149-167. DOI:

http//doi.org/10.22034/JP1UT.2022.52170.3256

© The Author(s).
DOI: http//doi.org/10.22034/JP1UT.2022.52170.3256

Publisher: University of Tabriz.

JPI1, 2022; 16 (40): page 149


file:///C:/Users/HP/Downloads/http/doi.org/%2010.22034/JPIUT.2022.48852.3055
file:///C:/Users/HP/Downloads/http/doi.org/%2010.22034/JPIUT.2022.48852.3055
0000-0002-5051-3264
0000-0001-8858-4589

Journal of Philosophical Investigations, Volume 16, Issue 40, 2022 150

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The discussion about the issue of will and its role in human life has a long history. There is almost no field
in culture, law, education, psychology, ethics, and religion that does not have one end in the issue of will
and free will. All human behaviors are measured in the scale of will and autonomy the value and validity of
any action depends on voluntariness and optionality of that action. In the field of Islamic civilization, dealing
with the problem of predestination and free will led to the formation of Apologetic Theology. In the field
of Islamic civilization, dealing with the problem of predestination and free will led to the formation of
theology. The roots of this issue go back to the lifetime of the Prophet (PBUH) and continued after his
lifetime in the first half of the first century, with the conflict between the Ash'era and the Mu'tazila. Despite
the passage of centuries since the formation of the first intellectual challenges on this issue, the issues related
to the discussion of determinism and free will are still standing in force and the thinkers of different schools
have had a challenge with the issue of will and autonomy. Although each of the parties to the conflict tried
to provide an answer in this regard; relying on their theological and philosophical foundations, the issue of
will and its effectiveness in various dimensions of human life still remains.

Will and autonomy as the backbone of education have an undeniable position and according to many
experts in this field, education without considering the role of will in trainee and his persuasiveness is
nothing more than taming a creature. The subject of education is human, and the basics of anthropology in
various schools determine the main approach of the education system of that school. One of the main
components of human in every philosophical school is his will and autonomy. Common schools of education
and training are often formed around the answer to the question, "ls human forced or free?" The answer of
some schools such as humanism and existentialism to this question indicates the freedom and autonomy of
human. But in our opinion, instead of raising the question of whether human is forced or free and focusing
on the predicate of the proposition, First, we must pay attention to the subject itself, that is human.

The question of human truth precedes the previous question; "'Is human a single or plural being? Is human
a univocal or an equivocal being?". Depending on the answer given to this question, our view on the issue
of free will and autonomy changes. In the view of various educational schools, whether they are
deterministic or volitional, Man is a single and univocal being that is usually considered as an empty vessel
that must be filled with awareness and knowledge; Determinists believe that in the process of learning and
sensory experience, this container is "filled" by the determinism of the environment, heredity, history and
society; and libertarians believe that a person "fills" this container by choosing, trying, being purposeful,
and being responsible. The school of idealism and ideologies related to it, as well as different religions, have
always described human in the framework of a version of the macro cosm and have tried to clarify and
explain the relationship between human and the world (mind and object) by different methods such as “the
principle of intelligibility”. When the Qur'an describes Adam as having learned all the divine names, it
actually confirms this view of human. Over the centuries, Muslim philosophers have used this approach for
their anthropological foundations under the topic of "faculties of the soul”. But some other Muslim experts
who often have a mystical perspective have used a different explanation in their anthropology. This means
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that instead of discussing the faculties of the soul, they have proposed the existence of worlds inside human.
Quran not only does not deny the existence of weak points in humans in the role of the vicegerent of God,
but also in places of the Qur'an, these weak points are reminded. Of course, Blowing divine breath in the
human, existence will make this existence, which is full of weakness and need, not be deprived of the
"potential possibility of perfection”.

In other words, these human needs and weaknesses "can" provide the basis for his growth. From the
convergence between the tension resulting from the basic needs in the human being and the external and
environmental conditions, a situation arises that leads to the formation of a force in the human being that
may be referred to as will and autonomy. We can also explain this process with the mechanism of "pulling
from the inside, pushing from the outside™. If man is an equivocal being and, accordingly, the levels of his
awareness and autonomy are also equivocal and hierarchically, naturally, it is impossible to talk about a
single education system and method for education in all these levels. Each level of human consciousness
and each level of his will requires its own educational method and system.
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