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Alfred North Whitehead believes that in all philosophical systems there is an
ultimate which is their foundation. In his philosophy of organism which
becoming and process have primacy, “this ultimate is termed creativity”. But
when we search for this subject in his works, we see in spite of its important,
he did not explain his intention clearly and in detail. By considering
importance of this subject, present paper tries to first, describe and analyze
creativity as an ultimate and clarify its characteristics. Second, criticize
pluralistic and monistic interpretations of creativity and it was provided
another interpretation which based on unity in plurality. Third, to consider
relation between God and creativity in Whitehead’s works, especially in
Process and reality, to show that Whitehead’s reading of God in framework
of his Philosophy demands that although Creativity is distinct from God,
they are interconnected. Fourth, it was revealed some implications and
consequents of distinction between God and creativity and then on the basis
of distinction between cosmological Creativity and ontological creativity
was shown that Whiteheadian creativity is mainly cosmological which can
only work as explanation of becoming and process of nature not of
ontological origin of actual entities.
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Extended Abstract

Alfred North Whitehead (1861-1947) as one of the greatest metaphysicians in twentieth century
established a philosophical system which he called it philosophy of organism and later known
process philosophy. He believes that in all philosophical systems there is an ultimate which is their
foundation. Since he in his philosophy of organism gave primacy to becoming and process and all
actual entities are subject to them, we see one of the most important his concerns are trying to
explain this genetic process or dynamic. He, especially in later works such as Process and Reality
and Adventures of Ideas, attempts to find out one dynamic principle or an ultimate which is behind
the world; and eventually rather than appeal to one actual entities like God or eternal objects, he
found that principle in Creativity as an ultimate and foundation of the world. But when we search
for this subject in his works, we see in spite of its important, he did not explain his intention clearly
and in detail. Thus, present paper tries to first, describe and analyze creativity as an ultimate and
clarify its characteristics such as principle of novelty or an ultimate principle governing the world,
but not as a distinguished entity among entities or even as absolute actual entity in the beginning
of the world. And, that Creativity is without a character of its own in exactly the same sense in
which the Aristotelian 'matter’ is without a character of its own. Creativity appears in the two forms:
Concrescence and transition. Concrescence refers to macroscopic process and dynamic internal of
all actual entity or occasion. “In concrescence, creativity moves forward from an initially
indeterminate phase containing a welter of unsynthesized data to a final determinate synthesis of
these data.” Transition refers to microscopic process becoming. “In transition, creativity receives
the actual entities which have already achieved satisfaction and gives them to new actual entities
as initial data which again demand unification.”

Second, considering creativity as an ultimate, we confront some questions: Is creativity an
abstract concept? Is creativity has not an independent existence apart from actual entities? Or are
all actual entities reducing to creativity? In order to answer to these questions, three interpretations
have been proposed. Pluralistic interpretation of creativity which emphases on definition of
creativity as “... the universal of universals characterizing ultimate matter of fact”. Monistic
interpretation of creativity which claims only monistic interpretation can be consistent with
whitehead’s philosophy. And Unity in plurality interpretation of creativity which on the basis of
close relationship between creativity and actual entities, the world as a web of interrelated relations,
and that every entity synthesizes the received data in its own and finally creates a new and single
entity, concludes that creativity demands unity in plurality.

Third, one of the most important problems about roles of creativity in Whitehead’s philosophy
is its relation with God. For this end, it was explained conception of God and his position in the
world as an actual entity which has two poles: mental pole which is attributed to primordial nature
of God and physical pole which is attributed to consequent nature of God. In Whitehead’s works
we can distinguish three phases, one, in science and the modern world where he identifies God and
creativity, two, in religion in the making where he believes God and creativity and ideals forms are
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formative elements. Three, in Process and reality (masterpiece) where we see ambiguous
statements like God is “its [creativity] primordial, non-temporal accident”, God is “creature of
Creativity”, and “ultimate creativity of the universe is to be ascribed to God's volition”. Analysis
of these mentioned statements and expressions about relation God and creativity especially in
Process and reality and Adventures of Ideas indicates that although Creativity is distinct from God,
they are interconnected.

Fourth, it was revealed some implications and consequents of distinction between God and
creativity and yet their mutual relation such as God as origin of final cause or designer of the
world, rejection of God’s absolute power and not to attribute evil to God; then on the basis of
distinction between cosmological Creativity and ontological creativity was shown that
Whiteheadian creativity is mainly cosmological which can only work as explanation of becoming
and process of nature not of ontological origin of actual entities.

At the end, we can conclude that Whitehead’s process philosophy demands that creativity is
considered as an ultimate which is common characteristic among all actual entities. Creativity in
itself is undetermined and indescribable, the basis of unity within multiplicity, and although
creativity is distinct from God, they are interconnected. Whiteheadian explanation of creativity
suffers from this problem that is limited to a cosmological creativity, and its solution is that we
have to consider an ontological creativity which is that same God.
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