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The discussion of experience by Hegel and Whitehead is based on a basic and
similar basis, but it develops in two completely different directions. The basis
of these two philosophers is about the experience of tying the discussion from
it to what is existence; Although this topic is also different despite the
similarities between them. Hegel sees the reality in becoming so that the soul
reaches its final stage. Whitehead also respects the form but not the soul and
considers whatever he experiences as reality. This is why, in examining and
analyzing the experience between these two, although we can find the presence
of this common basis everywhere, we see that in most cases these two are
distinguished from each other. In the current research, we have tried to show
these aspects of "similarity" and "difference™ between these two philosophers
by placing the concept and characteristics of experience between Hegel and
Whitehead as the basis and using the works that we were able to study.
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Extended Abstract

This article examines the concept of experience in the philosophy of Hegel and Whitehead, aiming to
compare and analyze the similarities and differences in the views of these two philosophers. Hegel
considers experience as the starting point of knowledge, which reaches its peak through a dialectical
process, while Whitehead believes that nothing exists outside of experience, positioning experience as a
central element in knowledge.

In discussing experience according to Hegel, we addressed the following seven topics: the importance
of experience; dialectical movement; characteristics of experience; the dynamism of the world; the
relationship between the absolute and the sensible; experience and phenomenon. Our conclusion presents
a concept of experience in Hegel's philosophy as follows: experience in Hegel's philosophy has multiple
characteristics that all revolve around the theme of knowledge. These characteristics include the creation
of sensory certainty, dependence on knowledge, being at the beginning of the dialectical path, and
connection to the external world. Experience is presented as a passive element in knowledge and, at the
same time, is not complete on its own.

Regarding experience in Whitehead, we examined the following topics: experience and reality;
experience and process; experience and cosmology; experience and the path of knowledge expansion;
experience and metaphysics; experience and empirical science; God and experience; the structure of
experience. At the end of this discussion, we arrived at the following concept of experience according to
Whitehead: experience, while very important, lacks precise meaning and categorization; it encompasses a
wide range in a relational and ambiguous state based on awareness; it is both conscious and unconscious;
it becomes the subject of knowledge along with interpretation; it is a fundamental aspect of knowledge; it
arises from becoming; it is of the nature of the truth of the world, meaning it is itself an aspect of being; it
is self-creating and self-sufficient; it must be understood in the context of the wholeness of the world; it
generates the material of metaphysical understanding of the world; it is not related to logical laws, etc.;
understanding it does not require material, etc.; it has aspects indicating eternity, etc.; it arises from a
necessary need; it is a result of divine action; it leads to the creation of something in humans; it considers
itself as unified with other aspects of the world; its non-individual aspect is important, although it also
acknowledges its individual aspect.

We then compared these two concepts we obtained and presented the results in the form of the following
sixteen points:

o Definition of Experience: Hegel uses experience as part of being and in the context of knowledge,
while Whitehead considers experience as being itself; thus, "experience in Hegel pertains to a part of
being, but in Whitehead, it is being itself."

o Holism: Both philosophers pay attention to holism, but Whitehead does not separate "is" from
"what"; therefore, "experience in Hegel is part of the whole; however, this statement does not make
sense in Whitehead."

e Certainty and Knowledge: Hegel presents experience in the context of certainty, while Whitehead
sees this issue in relation to God and the world. Thus, "experience in the context of knowledge in
Hegel moves towards certainty, but this does not occur in Whitehead."

o Independence and Dependence: Hegel considers experience both independent and dependent,
while Whitehead emphasizes simplicity and the non-separation of components; therefore, the issue
of independence and dependence of experience in Hegel does not arise for Whitehead.
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o Path of Knowledge: In Hegel, experience plays an important role in the path of knowledge, but this
issue does not exist in Whitehead; therefore, "the path of knowledge and the importance of experience
present in Hegel are not discussed in Whitehead."

o Material and Mechanism: Hegel refers to a kind of materiality and content in experience, while
Whitehead sees no need for this mechanism; therefore, "experience in Hegel is recognized with a
mechanism, but in Whitehead, it is recognized by setting aside this mechanism."

e Boundary of the Subject and the World: Hegel sees experience as a boundary between the
knowing subject and the external world, while Whitehead does not accept such a boundary; therefore,
"experience, which has a separating status in Hegel, is meaningless in Whitehead."

¢ Influence and Being Influenced: Experience in Hegel has a passive state, while in Whitehead, it is
influential; therefore, "in the issue of influence and being influenced, these two think oppositely."

e Individual and Non-Individual Aspects: Hegel pays attention to the individual aspect of
experience, while Whitehead emphasizes its non-individual aspect; therefore, "Hegel has an
individual-centered view of experience, but Whitehead does not."

o Nature and Experience: Hegel separates nature from a cognitive perspective, while Whitehead does
not distinguish between nature and humanity; therefore, "the view of the object of experience, namely
nature

o Nature and Experience: Hegel separates nature from a cognitive perspective, while Whitehead does
not distinguish between nature and humanity; therefore, "the view of the object of experience, namely
nature, in Hegel is different and contrary to what Whitehead thinks."

o Limit of Experience: Both philosophers conclude that there is nothing outside the world; therefore,
"there is a similarity in Hegel and Whitehead regarding the overall limit of experience."”

e Instrumental Status of Experience: Experience in Hegel has an instrumental status, while such a
view does not exist in Whitehead; therefore, "experience, which has an instrumental status in Hegel,
does not possess such a status in Whitehead."

o Location of Experience: Hegel relates experience to the outer level of reality, while Whitehead does
not accept this view; therefore, "the location of experience, which is proposed in Hegel, is
meaningless in Whitehead."

o Sense and Experience: Hegel considers sense and experience as two separate things, while
Whitehead sees them as one; therefore, "Hegel and Whitehead differ in their views on the separation
of sense and experience."

o Grading of Experience: Hegel pays attention to the intensity and weakness of experience, while
Whitehead does not address this; therefore, "the attention to the grading of experience exists in Hegel,
but it is not discussed in Whitehead."

e Phenomenon and Experience: Hegel discusses experience in relation to phenomenon and expands
on it; however, this topic is not addressed in Whitehead because his philosophy does not have such
a tendency; therefore, the topic of experience could not be proposed in this domain at all.

At the end of the article, we reached the conclusion: Considering these points, we can clearly answer
our question, "If we place what we can understand about experience in Hegel and Whitehead against each
other, what will we obtain?" by stating: "Hegel confines experience solely to the realm of knowledge and
does not attribute any greater status to it. However, Whitehead transcends this perspective and utilizes the
concept of experience in various domains."
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