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This article returns to the longstanding problem of the soul/body relation.
However, highlighting Orphism's impact on Plato, instead of arguing for a
new account of this relation, the current study tries to trace back the problem
to Orphism. Reading Plato’s work, while keeping in mind the Orphic rituals
and beliefs concerned with immortality, would shed new light on the rise of
the notion of the soul. Accordingly, some Orphean teachings and
mythological origins will be reviewed. Then it will be focused on some of
Plato's dialogues, which had a profound effect on later soul studies, to
demonstrate how they are formulated based on Orphean themes.
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Extended Abstract

What can be considered as Greek religion consists of myths and rituals, i. e. countless narratives attributed
to Homer and Hesiod, and in addition, mystery religions such as Orpheus and Dionysus, whose contribution
in the formation of Greek religion cannot be ignored. In the meantime, it seems that the Orpheus ritual,
which is formed around the myth of Orpheus, is the most central of these rituals. As evidenced by history,
religion has played a fundamental role in the daily life of the Athenians and the Greeks of the ancient period.
The Greek “city”, with all the meaning that can be put on the shoulders of this word, was built around a
temple that was the worship of one of the gods of Olympus. Therefore, Plato's thought, as a thinker who
belongs to such a city or structure, will undoubtedly not be unrelated to it. But it seems that the position of
the commentators in examining this ratio needs to be reviewed. There is a consensus in this claim that Plato's
philosophy and teachings is related to Greek religion and specifically Orphean religion. But what is
sometimes a point of dispute is the nature and manner of this effect. The dominant view emphasizes that
part of Plato's dialogues that criticizes and negates myths and religious rituals. As a result, Plato's position
is considered to be more concerned with the transition from them and the establishment of a new building.
Our research, on the contrary, aims to strengthen the assumption based on the evidence taken from the
dialogues that Plato's approach to the tradition before him, including myths and rituals, is generally
receptive, positive, and stabilizing, and his criticisms of It is in the direction of expansion and promotion of
the thought of Orphean sages and not a transition from it.

This research focuses on the doctrine of the soul in the Orphean religion and its influence on Plato's
anthropology, because he considers it as the foundation of the theory of knowledge, the doctrine of forms,
and especially the ultimate aspect of his teachings, which is the resemblance to God. In this regard, after
referring to the origin, doctrines, and rituals of this religion, we will examine the Orphean aspect of the
doctrine of the soul in Plato's thought with regard to some Platonic dialogues.

Among the later commentators of Plato, this approach is common - although there are criticisms about
it - that the formation of the soul-body duality is due to the teachings of the Orpheus religion, and thanks to
it, for the first time, the perception of immortality occurred in Greek culture. (Yeager, 1392, 133-155)

According to some commentators, the Greek people believed what remains of a person after death is
nothing but fame and a good name. (Jaeger, 1965, p.99) And in fact, it was the mysterious rituals that made
the divine and immortal part of human existence the center of attention and designed a program based on
practical rituals to nurture and refine that divine part. According to the Orphean thinkers, the soul is the part
of the divine that has been imprisoned for the first sin i.e participating in murder of Dionysus, and getting
out of this prison is promised to those who initiated to the ritual.

Orphism emerged in the sixth century BC. Herodotus considers it related to Pythagoras and its origin is
Egypt and Bacchic rituals or Dionysian rituals. The Orphism movement linked the Homeric view of
immortality with the idea of the immortality of the soul.
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All souls originate from divinity, and through justice, every soul is in the cycle of birth and rebirth, and
this cycle continued until a person will be free from it through Orpheus's purification and the soul that
released from the body and the cycle of birth and death can return to its divine position (Cornford, 1912,
pp. 110-111).

The body or soma has a titanic origin, that is, it is earthly, impure, and perishable; And the soul, which
has a Dionysian origin, is imprisoned in it, a prison that is like a grave or soma for him and he must escape
from it (Casadiegos, 2012, p. 42). The word that is used equivalent to a corpse in Greek is copa, and the
word onpa, which means grave, has the same root. According to this doctrine, the soul is united with the
body and trapped in it due to a great sin against divinity but the way to salvation is still open, and that way
of salvation is the telete. A purification practice that In the first place, requires the process of refining and
removing the substance and foundation of sin, and most importantly, the ritual of initiation to the secrets,
which is performed by a guide who knows the ways of Hades. But what will be waiting for those who did
not join the ritual, were successive incarnations in the form of humans or animals until they were finally
initiated into the cult.
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