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Rhetoric, being among five arts of logic (i.e., Sana’at Khams), is a persuasive
yet uncertain art. However, philosophers consider it as a hon-philosophical
and invalid art. In such a view, this art has no philosophical value and its
users seek to deceive and influence the audience in order to attract their
attention, so logical speech must be de-rhetorical. The study of early
philosophers, especially Aristotle, shows that rhetoric is not one of the
branches of uncertain logic, but it is a political tool and is a complementary
art in practical philosophy, and because practical philosophy is one of the
branches of philosophy, it is also related to philosophy. Plato considered
rhetoric to be against the politics of society. Aristotle, also under the
influence of Plato, first criticized the common discourse of his time, which
relied on the Forensic type and sophistic method. Then, he tries to teach a
desirable version of rhetoric for the prosperity of society, considering the
necessity of rhetoric in political societies. Aristotle uses enthymeme to relate
rhetoric to premises and to highlight its political nature by emphasizing the
deliberative rhetoric. This study aims to investigate this proposition in
Aristotle’s thoughts, and clarify the political implications of rhetoric.
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Extended Abstract

Rhetoric, which has been translated into KHATABE in our philosophical literature, has little
relation to our contemporary philosophy, and philosophers have left it out of their domain of
thought as not so philosophical and valid, but even non-philosophical and invalid. The main point
of their argument is that rhetoric seeks to convince the audience, and since it does not use
arguments, it is not certain, while philosophy only deals with arguments and always seeks certainty.
From the point of view of many philosophers, the art of rhetoric aims to achieve suspicion rather
than certainty, therefore, logicians have considered the materials of rhetorical cases to consist of
conventions, premises, and opinions. Thus, rhetoric cannot be used in philosophy. Therefore,
rhetoric is not only excluded from the field of philosophy, but also condemned, and the use of
rhetoric is considered sophistic technique, which confuses truth and falsehood and ultimately
deprives thought. In this approach, it was the sophists who taught others rhetoric and debate and,
as is well known, they made everything appear to be true by resorting to language. Therefore,
rhetoric is a possibility for sophistry and persuasion of the audience in any way. In reaction to this
approach, rhetoric is placed under the five arts of logic (i.e., Sana’at Khams) since the classical era
to control its sophistical possibilities and is studied as an uncertain art of persuasion.

Studying the works of the philosophers in the early period of the establishment of the first
philosophical systems, especially Aristotle, shows us that rhetoric had a different position and a
political-social function in their era. Aristotle writes a detailed essay on this topic and calls rhetoric,
like poetry, one of the sub-disciplines of practical philosophy and not among the components of
logic (organon) and believes that the goal of rhetoric is dependent on the goal of political science
and serves as an aid and supplement to it. In addition, the rhetorical tradition among ancient Greeks
is recognized in relation to political action, and they try to highlight the logic of rhetoric in the
context of political action. In fact, rhetoric is important because of its service to politics, and it
cannot be dismissed as a completely sophistic tool. Plato considered rhetoric against the politics of
society. Under the influence of Plato, Aristotle also initially criticizes the widespread rhetoric of
his time that relies on the judicial type and its method is sophistic. Subsequently, he tries to teach
the desired rhetoric for the prosperity of the society, considering the necessity of rhetoric in political
societies. Using the rhetorical syllogism (Enthymeme), he adjusts the relation of rhetoric with
definite premises and confirms its political dignity by emphasizing the deliberative rhetoric. This
study attempts to follow up this claim in Aristotle’s thought and clarify the political implications
of rhetoric by studying his works.

Based on the findings of this research, rhetoric is political in nature more than anything else and
it had political implications at the beginning of its formation. But due to the prominent role played
by the sophists in this field, it is seriously criticized by Plato. Aristotle, as the most important
contributor to rhetoric, in response to Platonic negative attitudes towards rhetoric, while criticizing
the existing rhetoric, intends to defend the principle of rhetoric, and in order to protect it from the
sophistical uses of Isocrates, he intends to formulate logical and argumentative rhetoric. Contrary
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to the classical view of rhetoric, which considers it marginal to logic, uncertain, and outside the
realms if philosophy, Aristotle introduces rhetoric as a complement to political philosophy.
Aristotle mentions three main types of rhetoric, as follows: deliberative, judicial, and epideictic.
The judicial rhetoric is more emphasized in Aristotle’s time, but he criticizes this excessive
emphasis and pinpoints the importance of deliberative rhetoric, which is aimed for political
associations. A review of the different types of rhetoric and the manner, topic, purpose, place, time,
audience and consequences of each type shows that the deliberative rhetoric, which is emphasized
by Aristotle, is more political than other types of rhetoric. Although in the classification of different
types of rhetoric, it seems that the deliberative rhetoric is more political in nature than other types,
but it cannot be said that the political function of rhetoric is merely limited to this type. In similar
veins to what Aristotle discussed about the relation between politics and rhetoric, Heidegger
considers this relation to be stronger than what Aristotle considered it to be. Heidegger in parts of
the "Being and Time" book deals with Aristotle's philosophy and his Rhetoric book.

Heidegger is attracted to the two definitions of humans as political and speaking animal, and the
centrality of speaking and sociability of humans in Aristotle’s political thought. In Heidegger's
point of view, these two elements are not just side by side, but considering the tradition of rhetoric,
we can say that they have a constitutive relationship with each other.

Also, it is shown that a number of the contemporary scholars in rhetoric consider Aristotle's
rhetoric to be incoherent and contradictory, while others believe that by reading Aristotle's Rhetoric
in relation to the text of his other works, one can get a more accurate understanding of it and benefit
from the possibilities of Aristotelian rhetoric for contemporary politics.
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