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Abstract

This Paper tries to prove that it is possible to use postmodern methodologies
in Islamic theological studies. Accordingly, the three main steps in this
paper are taken to defend this thesis. The first step explains that the Iranian
philosophical mentality disregards any use of postmodernism in Islamic
studies. The paper points out that the problem with this mentality is that
this mentality usually sees a fundamental contradiction between
materialism and relativism in postmodernism and Islamic understanding of
theology. In the second step, the paper shows that, contrary to this
understanding of the relation between postmodernism and Islamic
theology, the use of postmodernism as a methodology in theological studies
opens up new horizons of critical thinking in Islamic studies. In this regard
the paper explains how the process of applying postmodern methodologies
to theological studies can be justified if we rely on an epistemological
feature of postmodernism: Postmodern methodologies defend the
preference of epistemology over ontology. In the third step, in order to
explain the realization of this thesis in the real world, it shows how
Christian theology could well use postmodern methodology and create a
valuable postmodern theological literature. This comparison is based on the
assumption that theology, Christian and Islamic, have the same ontological
similarity in defending the theological metaphisics and in rejecting the
modern ontological cognitive.

Keywords: Theology, Methodology, Postmodernism, Religious
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Introduction

Many Iranian thinkers believe it is impossible to apply postmodern
methodologies to theological studies. It is more emphasized on Islamic
studies. They think there are some ontological and epistemological
differences between postmodernism and Islam that makes these two
discipline incompatible and, therefore, fruitless. More specifically they
focus on an important epistemic contradiction between the two: Relativism
in postmodernism and epistemological realism in Islamic theology.

Objective

The purpose of this paper is to reject this approach more or less well-known
approach.

It shows that, firstly, the use of postmodernism in theology as a
methodology, in general, and in Islamic theology, in a particular way, is
both possible and desirable.

Argument

The central argument of the paper in defense of its thesis relies on an
important feature of postmodern epistemology as a method: the preference
of epistemology over ontology when Postmodernism is used as a
methodology. The central point is the epistemological openness of the
postmodernism to a varied understanding of how the world can be seen
within a theological framework (Scheurich, 1997:29). It should be
explained here that it does not mean that postmodernism would prefer
theological understanding to other disciplines; rather, the main point is that
postmodernism, in contrast to modernism, does not refuse the theology for
its ontological and materialist attitudes. The paper also illustrates the
realization of this approach in the real world. For this purpose, the paper
outlines some of the most important and most successful theological
theories that are based on the attitude or methodology of postmodernism in
Western thought. (Griffin, Beardslee, Holland, 1989:3)

Conclusion

The paper concludes that postmodern methodologies, in contrast to modern
methodologies, have opened up new theoretical possibilities for Islamic
studies to develop a critical knowledge within its own epistemological
framework. The paper explains that modern methodologies, in their
historical context, also created a new atmosphere of discussion and study
in Islamic theology. However, the important point is that these
methodologies did not help widely to develop a critical thought within the
framework of Islamic theology; Instead, it helped to emerge a set of
polarized and radical ideas and judgments about the possibility or
impossibility of a theological approach based on an Islamic understanding.
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Suggestions

Finally, the paper proposes to return to the Islamic tradition in terms of
postmodern theological studies in order to develop our critical
understanding of Islamic theology.
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