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Schelling's goal is to find a total consciousness for human; therefore, in the
philosophy of nature, he tries to reach from the real to the ideal. On the other hand,
the conscious spirit is a product of human subjectivity, so, an unconscious spirit
manages things. Therefore, Schelling's transition from natural philosophy to the
system of transcendental idealism occurs. Reaching this level of consciousness is
possible when [I] goes through different stages. The first stage is sensation, then
reflection and after that comes praxis. But since the will of the subject of and the will
of nature are the same, and ethics is in the realm of practical reason, then the subject
of action does not have free will. Therefore, there is a gap between theoretical
philosophy and practical philosophy that Schelling must somehow fill. He solves this
problem with the free and creative will of an artist, a will that acts not out of necessity
but freely. Schelling reaches the absolute from the identity of natural philosophy and
transcendental idealism. The absolute is the result of identity of the real and the ideal.
It is crystal clear that expounding how to objectify the absolute leads to a better
comprehension of Schelling's philosophical system. In this article, it is investigated
that among theoretical wisdom, practical wisdom and art, which one Schelling deems
the most functional mechanism to objectify the absolute, and what are the roles of
genius and the beauty through this path.
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Extended Abstract

Schelling's goal is to find a total consciousness for human; therefore, in the philosophy of nature,
he tries to reach from the real to the ideal. On the other hand, the conscious spirit is a product of
human subjectivity, so, an unconscious spirit manages things. Therefore, Schelling's transition
from natural philosophy to the system of transcendental idealism occurs. Reaching this level of
consciousness is possible when [1] goes through different stages. The first stage is sensation, then
reflection and after that comes praxis. But since the will of the subject of and the will of nature are
the same, and ethics is in the realm of practical reason, then the subject of action does not have free
will. Therefore, there is a gap between theoretical philosophy and practical philosophy that
Schelling must somehow fill. He solves this problem with the free and creative will of an artist, a
will that acts not out of necessity but freely. Schelling reaches the absolute from the identity of
natural philosophy and transcendental idealism. The absolute is the result of identity of the real and
the ideal. It is crystal clear that expounding how to objectify the absolute leads to a better
comprehension of Schelling's philosophical system. In this article, it is investigated that among
theoretical wisdom, practical wisdom and art, which one Schelling deems the most functional
mechanism to objectify the absolute, and what are the roles of genius and the beauty through this
path.

Schelling tried to have a different view of nature in contrast to Fichte. While Fichte considered
nature as a means for moral action, Schelling considered it as a direct manifestation of the absolute;
That is, the purposeful, dynamic system of the self-regulated supposed to become self-aware in
man and through him. In his philosophy of nature, he opens the way from objective existence to
mental existence that is, moving from the lowest level of nature to the realm of organic existence
as a basis for the emergence of consciousness.

The main reason why Schelling switches to the system of transcendental idealism from the
philosophy of nature; is finding the answer to this question: how do we explain the existence of
nature outside the human mind? He believes that because nature is organized, it cannot be the
product of a material factor, but rather it has a creative purposeful spiritual creature, but only man
has consciousness, and the spirit outside of man unknowingly plans things. Finding the answer to
the above question as well as the ultimate limit of consciousness of the conscious human spirit
paves Schelling's path towards a transcendental and idealistic system.

In transcendental idealism, instead of placing nature as his starting point, Schelling starts from
[1] and tries to follow the process of its objectification. He tries to show, in transcendental idealism,
that how [1] perceives the nature through his/her consciousness. Through the process of perception,
from sensory perception to theoretical and practical reason; it is determined that there is a single
absolute or soul that creates natural objects outside of our self-awareness and also creates ideas in
us, and not reason. Neither Practical nor theoretical reason are not able to identify this spirit and
only an artist can observe and display that unique and creative spirit through his genius and his
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artwork. The reason of incompetency of theoretical and practical reason to identify this extended
single soul will be discussed scrutinizingly later.

These two views of Schelling aforementioned; do not oppose but complement each other.
Schelling put emphasis on the absolute and calls it the absolute [I], under the influence of Fichte.
By first glance, it seems that Schelling adds an inconsistent system to his philosophy of nature,
which is inspired from Fichte. But Schelling believes that transcendental idealism is a necessary
complement to the philosophy of nature. This necessity is the absoluteness and unity of the mind
and the object. It is in knowledge that the mind and the object become one: both are one. To express
this identity, we can start from the objective existence and move towards the mental one and ask
how the unconscious nature is represented in the mind, or we can start from the mental existence
and move towards the objective existence and inquire how an object exists for the mind.

In the first case, we cultivate the philosophy of nature in order to show how nature provides the
conditions, in the field of subjectivity, to reach self-reflection. In the second case, we develop
transcendental idealism to show how the ultimate principle of consciousness creates the objective
world as a condition for achieving self-awareness.

Schelling considers the integration of these two paths as something leads to the formation of the
absolute, that is, the identity of objectivity and subjectivity, and he believes that the perfection that
the philosophy of nature and the system of transcendental idealism give to each other, represents
the absolute essence in the position of this identity of mind and the object.

Dealing with various issues related to the philosophy of nature and the system of transcendental
idealism, which connect the two periods of Schelling's thought, requires a comprehensive and
detailed research. However, the present article tries to provide the necessary preparations to deal
with these issues with the Schelling's viewpoint in the philosophy of nature and the system of
transcendental idealism and inquires why, in the system of Schelling's transcendental idealism,
theoretical and practical reason fail to explain and elucidate the absolute itself? And how and in
what way can art fulfill the mission of showing the absolute? In order to answer the above-
mentioned questions, we will first discuss Schelling's view of the philosophy of nature in general
and, then we will discuss in more details his view on transcendental idealism, and by stating the
stages of self-awareness, we will show the way. We open to examine genius and beauty and we
will try to answer the questions of this article.
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> Anschauung

¢ Self-reflection = Self-Contemplation
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[1

3 [Not-I]

* Praxis= practical reason= ethics
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