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The issue of the nature of the state is one of the most important issues in
political philosophy, and any interpretation of it will follow an interpretation
of government ends, ideal government, and the necessity to obey the
government, political legitimacy and freedom in its own way. The present
study, which is theoretical in terms of its fundamental content, applies the
theoretical framework of Mouffe's radical democracy, and focuses on one of
the prominent figures of the political philosophy of public law in the 20™
century, and finally attempted to answer the main question of what is the
ideal government the type and the nature of it in the political theology of
Karl Schmitt? The results illustrate that the understanding and interpretation
of the nature of the state as well as the desired government in Schmitt's
political philosophy and political theology in the light of understanding the
fundamental concepts in his thought such as political theology is political
matter, rule friend/enemy/independent dictatorship, sovereignty, the concept
of exception in criticism of European liberal parliamentary system, negative
anthropology, adaptation of citizenship to political nationality, criticism of
the concept of majority in liberal democracy. The results also state that
Schmidt's ideal government is compatible with the identity-oriented type of
radical democracy. The significance of the study dates back to the growing
criticism of liberal democracy and the emergence of radical democratic
governments, especially in Latin America.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Carl Schmitt (1885-1888) is a prominent German jurist and theorist who is known as the Hobbes
of the 20th century and also a controversial thinker. Most of his works were focused on
government, sovereignty, the nature of politics, international law and order, political theology and
modernity.

Schmidt's most influential book was written during the Weimar period in Germany which was
a response to many problems in which the political order concerned him. The Weimar Republic
(1933-1919) was Germany's first attempt to establish a liberal democratic constitutional order.
Schmidt's endeavor focuses on moments of emergency such as war or “exception,” when normal
rules are being suspended.

In the general view, Schmidt's long and eventful life from the beginning of the 20th century to
the end, reflected four events in his homeland Germany: the absolute regime of Wilhelm 11, the
failed Weimar Republic, the totalitarian Germany of the Naziera, and the Federal Democratic
Republic of Germany. Schmidt’s major works during the Weimar period are Dictatorship (1921),
Political Theology (1922), The Crisis of Parliamentary Democracy (1923), Legality and
Legitimacy (1932), The Concept of the Political (1932), and his masterpiece, Constitutional Theory
(1928).

Methodology

This paperapplies Mouffe's theory of radical democracy. Radical democracy considers the radical
expansion of equality and freedom, and also seeks to realize the idea that democracy is an
incomplete, comprehensive, continuous and discursive process. Radical democracy includes three
variants: agonistic radical democracy in Laclau and Mouffe’s reflection, consultative in Habermas
and Rawls’s reflection, and autonomous in Cornel West and Paulo Verno’s reflection. However,
the radical democracy of Laclau and Mouffe has been the most popular and also criticized. Chantal
Mouffe is seeking to rebuild liberal democracy through analyzing Schmidt's thoughts, although
against Schmidt.

Discussion

The studyattempted to demonstrate the desired political system in Schmitt's political theology in
a system of key concepts in his works such as: Schmitt's political theologyelements; Criticism of
Hobbes' leviathan, concept of political matter, state of exception, dictatorship, democracy, critique
of liberal democracy, concept of political identity, friend of enemy/political community, political
nationality, majority and minority/negative anthropology... that Schmitt's desired political system
is radical identitarian democracy. While, in Schmitt's thought, democracy is synonymous with
returning to the political entity of the state, which is rooted in the unity of a specific nation and also
has a specific political identity. According to Schmidt, the government is the result of this primary
identity. Schmidt, however, regarding the triple concept of Leviathan (mortal god, king and
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machine), doubts Hobbes's mechanical theory, Leviathan, as a machine (man-made), emphasizes
that Hobbes intended to show that absolute power is the best way to run the government. Hobbes
chooses Leviathan as a deadly dragon, a giant sea monster, and a great man. According to Schmidt,
the government acts as a tool and machine for both liberals and Marxists. Independently of any
political goal and belief, Schmidt demonstrates how the state, as a machine and tool made by man,
overthrows the mortal God. Moreover, Schmidt emphasizes that as soon as the collective
determines the criteria of friend/enemy, political society is formed. From this point of view, the
political community is not the product of the social contract, but rather the product of the political
thing (friend/enemy border). From this point of view, the political society is a pre-contract, not a
product of the contract. According to Schmidt, all original political thought is rooted in negative
anthropology. With this definition, the political nation (nationality) is consistent with citizenship,
a completely identitarian nationality. In fact, Schmidt's critique of liberalism begins with this point.
That liberal democracy is incapable of social establishment by accepting the diversity of
dimensions of citizenship. Even if achieved, it is an unrealistic and undesirable goal. According to
Schmidt, liberal politics is taming the government under the name of protecting individual freedom,
which is, depoliticizing original politics.

Conclusion

In Schmitt's thought, the political matter is the original foundation of political identification which
is based on the political character with the friend and enemy asit is the difference between the
political matter and other areas such as ethics and economics. Political matter is a concept with the
highest limit of disagreement (killing the enemy) and the highest limit of cooperation (sacrifice
one's life for own society). Another noteworthy point in terms of result is that the emergence of
dictatorship is rooted in the emergence of political society relying on the political matter of
friend/enemy and that the political matter is the public realm, not private. This is where the concept
of majority in the theory of liberal democracy is criticized. Schmidt believes that if a willing
minority defines its own identity with others, it is democratic in its own way. In this sense,
independent dictatorship has a democratic content. Because defending the political cause is the
only goal that justifies killing others and sacrificing life. Although Schmitt is not against the
foundations of liberal economic freedom, he considers liberalism to be a failure in political
construction. In a summary, it is possible to make the hypothesis that the ideal political system in
Schmitt's political theology is a government of the type of radical, identity-oriented democracy,
which has a high capacity of independent dictatorship.
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