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According to Noé&’s perspectivism, the basic objects of perceptual
experiences are perspectival properties of a scene, rather than their actual
properties. This concept of perspectivism shares a same core with sense
datum theory. The core is the result of No€’s accepting sense datum theory’s
main idea: perspectival properties are perceptually basic. However, Nog, by
fundamental modification of perspectival properties, tries to secure his theory
against certain problems of sense datum theory. Although, according to sense
datum theory, objects of perception are subjective, Noé&’s perspectival
properties are objective. | argue that the modification is not enough. Inferring
“I see perspectival properties of a scene” from “I see the scene from a certain
perspective” is not necessarily true. Furthermore, the perspectivism is
inconsistent with ordinary phenomenology of perceptual experience. In
common perceptual experiences, it is not the case that perspectival properties
are always seen. But they are eventually recognized with focus and practice.
At the end, empirical evidences refute No€’s perspectivism
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Extended Abstract

According to Noé’s perspectivism, the basic objects of perceptual experiences are perspectival
properties (or, P-properties) of a scene, rather than their actual properties. When | see a tree, |
basically see its perspectival size, rather its actual size. If I am closer to the tree, its perspectival
size is larger than its size when | see it from a distance. While the actual size in both situations is
the same.

P-properties, in Noé’s view, are always seen. They are explicitly distinct from actual properties,
however objective. They are perceptually basic, i.e., they are the basis of our understanding of the
world. We perceive actual properties via their P-properties. To discover how things are is to explore
how they appear. This view suggests us to consider perception as a two-step process. At first step,
we see P-properties and at the other step, we are aware of actual properties through their relative
P-properties.

The concept of perspectivism shares a same core with sense datum theory. The core is the result
of Noé’s accepting sense datum theory’s main idea: perspectival properties are perceptually basic.
However, Noé, by fundamental modification of perspectival properties, tries to secure his theory
against certain problems of sense datum theory. Although, according to sense datum theory, objects
of perception are subjective, Noé’s P-properties are objective. In addition, both sense datum theory
and Noé&’s theory apply two-step model in order to analyze perception. But there is also a
remarkable difference. In sense datum theory, we infer actual properties form perspectival
properties. On the other side, Noé believes that there is no room for inference in the basic account
of perception. We perceive actual properties through active exploration of P-properties. The shift
from inference to active exploration is one of the main hallmarks of Noé&’s action-oriented theory
of perception.

There is an underlying inference in Noé&’s analysis of certain cases of perception: from “I see a
scene from a certain perspective”, we could infer “I see perspectival properties of the scene”. But
| argue that the inference is not necessarily true. Suppose | see a tree with actual size S from a
distance D,. Then I come closer to the tree. So, | see it from a distance D,. If perspectivism is true,
then 1, in the latter situation, see S, (D,-relative- S), which is different from (larger than) S; (D;-
relative- S). But why we should admit that, in the two situations, the perceived properties are
different properties such as S; and S, instead just simply acknowledge that the perceived property
is § from distinct distances. The hidden assumption that supports the inference, controversially
equates perception with visual stimuli reception. The assumption is arguably not justified.

Furthermore, Noé&€’s view is inconsistent with ordinary phenomenology of perceptual
experience. In common perceptual experiences, it is not the case that perspectival properties are
always seen. But they are eventually recognized with focus and practice. Consider we see a circle-
shaped plate from a certain perspective. If we are asked that “How the plate looks like?” we
normally answer “it looks circle”. But if we pay more attention, or take a painter’s sight, we could
notice that the shape of the plate isn’t circle from that viewpoint, but it is elliptical. The scenario
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reveals that, in some situations, P-properties can be seen. But the fact doesn’t imply that P-
properties are always seen and they are the basic properties which we directly see. How could P-
properties be basic in perception, while, in most of times, they are hardly seen effortlessly? If Noé’s
perspectivism is right, then why perspective technique in painting had not been commonly
discovered and exploited until renaissance era?

It appears that phenomenological reflections force us to declare that P-properties, although could
be seen under some circumstances, are not always seen as the basic object of perception. It isn’t
necessarily true that to see is to see as a painter. Common sense perception is distinct from skillful
exploration and observation of a typical painter. In general conditions, folks need not to make a
picture of a scene. No&, in response to objections such as these, note that, in his view, perceptual
content has two distinct aspects: factual and perspectival. By his perspectivism, he doesn’t mean
that there is no factual aspect in perceptual content. I believe that the response is highly suspicious.
Holding that perceptual content has dual aspect, doesn’t entail that P-properties are always seen
and perceptually basic. The duality, at its best, just expresses that actual aspects are also seen. It
doesn’t justify the fundamentality of the perspectival aspect of perceptual content. Sensitivity to
perspectival properties by no means follows that they are perceptually basic.

At the end, empirical evidences refute Noé’s perspectivism. According to scientific studies,
perceived properties are not what Noé calls P-properties. When we visually in contact with a plate
from a certain angle, we don’t see an elliptical shape. By contrast, we see a circle shape which
some of its parts are closer to us than the others. The apparent shape of a ripe tomato is not two-
dimensional. But we see a three-dimensional shape which has a depth. However, it is widely agreed
that the reflected images on the retina are two-dimensional. But the fact by no means indicates that
the perceived properties are two-dimensional. Perception is not just sensory stimuli reception.
Therefore, retinal images are not objects of perceptions. In two-dimensional retinal images, there
are some clues for brain to extract depth from the images. Thus, in the scientific community, it is
largely believed that we see three-dimensional world, not the two-dimensional images.
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