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Article Info ABSTRACT

The ratio of ethics of care and ethics of virtue is one of the questions facing
experts of ethics of care, the answer to which has important consequences
Research Article for ethics of care. Michael Slote and Virginia Held are two leading scholars
of care ethics who have different views on its relation to virtue ethics. Slote
considers care ethics to be a branch of virtue ethics, but held, while
Article history: acknowledging some similarities between the two, considers care ethics to
Received 17 Desember 2022 be a distinct ethical system. In order to judge between these two views, first,
Received in revised from 13 it has been tried to provide a criterion for virtue ethics; Then, the approach
Accgsg;rl"’lryl\;:ii 2023 that the_se t_WO exper_ts have towards the_ ethics gf care should t_)e a_nalyzed to
Published online 22 November determine its compliance or_non—compllance with the stated criteria. But due
2023 to the fact that Slote considered the element of "empathy" and held the
element of "caring relationships™ as the basic value in the ethics of care, we
are faced with a fundamental difference that makes the answer to the
Keywords: querstion of "the relgtioqship betV\{een_ the ethics of care and the virtue et_hics"
ethics of Care, virtue ethics, subject to the examination of their views on the central element in ethics of
Michael Slote, Virginia Held, Care. Despite examining the arguments of the parties about this matter,
caring relationships, empathy ~ €xamining the degree of conformity of these two views with the prevailing
view of the ethics of care seems to be the final solution to answer the said
question and arbitrate between Slote and Held. Examining the dominant
view shows that the basic value in the ethics of care is generally considered
to be "the act of care" or "care relationships" and not virtues such as "caring"
and "empathy", and accordingly, care ethics, as Held says, should be defined

as a system distinct from as virtue Ethics.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The relationship between the ethics of care and the virtue ethics is one of the issues that have been
discussed by the experts in ethics. It is clear that there are two different views on this matter. Experts
who support the first approach evaluate concepts and values such as "caring” and "empathy" as a
personality trait and a motivational element, and because of the special importance they attach to
cultivating this trait in human life and human relationships They consider it as a basic virtue that
is a moral standard for measuring human actions and a foundation for their moral life.

Michael Slote's view

Michael Slote, citing Carol Gilligan's view and according to the view he has about the definition
of Virtueism and Hume and Neo-Humean Virtueism, evaluates the ethics of care as a type of virtue
ethics. According to him, a Neo-Humean care virtue ethics considers the personal characteristic of
care as having an independent and fundamental moral value, and accordingly, in explaining his
approach to the ethics of care, he emphasizes the intrinsic value of care, regardless of its
consequences. It seems that Slote's approach in classifying care ethics under virtue ethics, is rooted
in his view on the central role of the "motivation™ element in care ethics. This causes the ethics of
care to have the capacity to be placed in the position of a basic agent moral perspective that Slott
defends in his interpretation of virtue ethics. According to him, if a person who is concerned with
the development of relationships based on care in the world around him, promotes the element of
care as a fundamental virtue, we will face a form of care approach in which a kind of moral
excellence of humans is prominent and this This opens the way to adapt the moral value of care to
a moral theory based on the moral agent.

Representing the value of care in a basic agent ethical system means valuing care as a basic
virtue whose Its value is intrinsic, not dependent on the worthy goal it fulfills for us, not because it
can be a prelude to the formation of a caring relationship. Of course, it should be noted that the
motive that Slote considers to be the central element in the ethics of care is a general motive that
the action of the subject implies that; An action that is acceptable and ethical from the point of view
of an external and impartial observer; Therefore, it does not include cases where a moral agent
performs a wrong action with a correct motive.

Virginia Held's view

Virginia Held, despite accepting the fact that in the ethics of care it is important to develop the
characteristics of a caring person and the skills related to caring activities in people, emphasizes
the distinction between virtue ethics and care ethics. At the same time, she lists similarities between
these two theories; including the fact that both of them rely on the development of moral character
more than reasoning based on abstract principles in the process of improving moral behavior. In
addition, "to be caring" is considered a virtue, and therefore it is important to develop personality
traits that maintain and strengthen care. According to Held, despite these similarities, the way of
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virtue ethics is separated from the ethics of care due to its emphasis on the individual character and
desires of individuals, because the ethics of care, unlike the mentioned individualistic approach,
focuses on "care relationships” and social practices and values that maintain these relationships. In
fact, in the ethics of care it is the "caring relationship” that is of fundamental value, not the "virtue
of caring".

On the other hand, according to her, virtue ethics mixes virtues with traditions or traditional
societies and their ruling values, and on this basis, she emphasizes the historical patriarchal identity
of virtue ethics. While she considers the ethics of care as a subset of feminist ethics, and therefore
has a cautious approach towards traditions and traditional societies that are based on patriarchal
culture. She considers the "care" emphasized in the ethics of care to be a special type of care that
is different from what can be found in traditional patriarchal societies and is strongly dominated
by men, and it matches the care that is visible in post -patriarchal societies.

Care in post-patriarchal societies is not a limiting norm for women and does not create a context
for violating their rights and inferiority, but emphasizes on maintaining the rights of women,
protecting her individuality and preventing her from being digested in her family or surrounding
society. In addition, in such societies, the element of care is not limited to family relationships and
a small circle of close people, but includes all larger social relationships and even international
relationships and it causes the transformation of our social and political priorities in line with the
principle of care.

Conclusion

The ethics of care and virtue ethics, although they are aligned with each other in matters such as
avoiding focusing on general and universal principles and rules, and paying attention to the
determining role of situations and particular matters for moral performance and they are against
two other approaches (Deontology and Consequentialism), But in focusing on "the moral agent
and her personality traits" or "ethical action and behavior"”, their paths diverge. Based on this,
although in the words of care ethics experts, attention to the virtue of care and empathy and the
need to cultivate it is emphasized, but what is expressed as the final criterion in ethical judgment
is "care action and caring relationships™ and the mentioned virtues serve the development of these
two are placed. Therefore, Held's view of the relationship between the ethics of care and the ethics
of virtue seems to be a more defensible view, and Michael Slote's view of the relationship between
the two should only be considered true to his own approach to the ethics of care.
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! Eva Feder Kittay (1946)
2 relational self

3 Moral deliberation

4 Joan C. Tronto (1952)
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! caring about

2 attentiveness

3 taking care of
4 responsibility
S care-giving

¢ competence

7 care-receiving
8 responsiveness
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