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In Philosophical investigations, Wittgenstein criticizes many classical and
contemporary philosophical theories about language. Here, with a brief
presentation of what is called as the theory of "language of thought" (or
mentalese), | will try to show why this theory is also rejected by
Wittgenstein's conception of language. For this purpose, my efforts will be
focused on answering these questions, according to Wittgenstein: What is
called "thought" and what is its relation with language? Is thought a purely
mental process? Is language just an instrument to convey thought? Does
thought precede language or is it not independent of language? If thought is
not independent of language, do humans have something as mentalese, or
the language of thought, before learning a language? Finally, | will try to
show Wittgenstein's objection to the theory of the language of thought falls
under which set of objections to this theory and what is the response of
proponents of the language of thought to this objection and how is this
response evaluated.
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Extended Abstract

According to the idea of the language of thought, or mentalese, there is a language that is neither
English, nor Persian, nor any of the other languages, but this language is the language of human
thought (of the mind) and through this language, humans became enable to learn everyday
language. When someone translates an everyday language into another everyday language, she first
translates sentences from the source language into the language of thought, and then she translates
the sentences of the language of thought into the target language. Therefore, all languages have the
same mental-linguistic structure and their differences are subsidiary. The sentences of the language
of thought (mentalese) are compounded of the words of the language of thought (mentalese), and
the meaning of the sentence depends on the meaning of the words and the way the words are
compounded.

According to the theory of the language of thought, the relation between language and reality is
at the level of the language of thought (mentalese), and meaningful elements of everyday languages
correspond to the elements of reality due to their relation to elements of the language of thought.
Another important point is that when we speak everyday language, we are translating; we translate
some sentences from the language of thought to sentences of everyday language (English or Persian
or...) and when someone talks to us and we understand her, we translate her sentences from
everyday language to sentences of the language of thought.

The closest idea in the works of later Wittgenstein to what today is known as the idea of the
language of thought, is in § 32 of his Philosophical Investigations. Objecting to Augustine's view
of language, Wittgenstein attributes to Augustine what we call today the idea of the language of
thought (mentalese).

According to what is stated in § 32, not only does Augustine acknowledge the existence of
thought before language (the idea of "thought without words"), but also, he considers this thought
to be essentially linguistic, therefore Augustine confirms the idea of the language of thought. So
here Augustine has two ideas "thought without words" and "the language of thought”. These two
ideas are related and the later Wittgenstein rejects both.

Wittgenstein's Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus confirms the idea of the language of thought.
According to Tractatus, thought is a picture, and signs of language give pictures of a possible
situation of reality. The assimilation of thought to picture makes the Tractatus close to the idea of
the language of thought, because the pictures, as well as signs, are subject to interpretation and, as
a result, have meaning. So, the thought itself (which, according to the hypothesis, is of the type of
the picture) will be linguistic. According to Tractatus, "A thought is itself a proposition in the
language of thought" (Glock, 1996, 358) and unsaid thought is one's internal conversation with
herself.

This approach faces some problems. First, every picture, whether it is a painting, a photograph,
or amental image, is dead and lifeless by itself, just like language expressions (sounds or blackness
on paper). They are lack of meaning. Pictures, writings, and sounds become meaningful and come
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to life by the being who has language and thought. Accordingly, pictures, sounds, and writings are
subject to a variety of interpretations. Pictures and language expressions are interpreted in different
ways by different people, while thought is not subject to multiple interpretations. Therefore,
thought cannot be regarded as a picture.

So, what Wittgenstein says in Blue Book about meaning, i.e., that meaning is the last
interpretation (Wittgenstein, 2021, 40) is true about thought too. Thought is the last interpretation.
It is meaningless to say that I interpret my thoughts in a certain way, as if others' interpretations of
my thoughts are alternatives to my interpretation. When I think about something, my thought is
purely present to me. So, thought is the last interpretation.

Secondly, identifying thought with mental image, and accordingly admitting the idea that
thought is linguistic and is inner speech, issues the problem that not any report of thought can say
the intended meaning and intent. Such a report will only be a sign for other signs (i. e., thoughts).
So only some signs are added, without revealing the meaning and intention.

Thirdly, the Components of a thought cannot be signs, because the signs are used and misused.
| can say about the words or the sentences | use that "my intended meaning of 'N' is this", but |
cannot say the same about the "thought component”. Otherwise, it will not be the thought at all but
will be something that is subject to think about, just like any other signs (see. Hacker, 2019, 223)

Wittgenstein is opposed to thinking that thought is an internal or mental process. Therefore, if
we do not even regard thought as something linguistic, but simply regard it as a mental process,
and so admit the idea of "thought without words"”, we will face Wittgenstein's opposition.
Wittgenstein tries to show us that thoughts have an external and everyday character.
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