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Clarifying the nature of accidental lights is one of the main parts of
Suhrawardi’s emanative structure. Having elaborated the way these lights
illuminate and the role they play in creating Lords of Species (archetypes),
he innovatively explained parallel (horizontal) multiplicities of intellects
whose presences make all entities possible in all worlds lie below the world
of Power (Alam al-Jabarut), i.e., alam al-malakut and alam al-mulk.Mulla-
Sadra, who has often mentioned Platonic Ideas in his works and considered
himself as a defender of this theory, was intensely influenced by
Suhrawardi’s emanative structure and especially his theory of Lords of
Species (archetypes), which are equivalent to Platonic Ideas. Although
Mulla-Sadra mostly owes his ontological structure to Suhrawardi’s
emanative one, he, when dealt with the problem of accidental lights, which
provides a basis for Lords of the Species to be possible, presumes that
believing in accidental lights is in conflict with the principle of complete
actuality of intellects and their pure incorporeity. In this article, firstly, we
make it clear why even if someone adheres to Mulla-Sadra's position
regarding complete actuality of intellects, he can still accept Lords of the
Species. He can explain the creation of parallel (horizontal) order of
intellects by referring to different aspects of intellects lie in ascending
(vertical) order. Secondly, we show that Mulla-Sadra was not justified in
believing in complete actuality of intellects. Because it is not one of the
principles of Transcendent Wisdom (Al-Hikma al-muta ‘aliya), nor does it
cohere with other main principles of this philosophical system.
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Extended Abstract

In his works, Mulla Sadra is clearly influenced by two theories, i.e., Platonic Ideas and Plotinus’
theory of emanation. He also, in most cases, accepts the combination of these two in Suhrawardi's
views and vividly uses it in introducing his own theory of emanation.

Suhrawardi, as we all know, relying on his own interpretation of the “Necessary Existence”
(wajib al-wujud) as the “Light of Lights” (Nour Al-Anwar) and presenting the metaphor of the sun
and sunlight, articulates his theory of emanation based on light and illuminations. He believes that
if we accept “the principle of the One” then, according to the reason, the first effusion from the
Light of Lights is the first intellect or the first light. The first light makes two reflections. On the
one hand, it finds the Necessary Existence as the omnipotent whose light is extremely intense.
Comparing this intensity of luminosity with its own limited light, a shadow and darkness is created
which is the origin of the creation of the highest heaven (all-encompassing barzakh). On the other
hand, it finds its own intensity of luminosity, which has the highest intensity of light after the Light
of Lights and this reflection is the origin of the creation of the second intellect or the second light.
In the same way, the first intellect, directly observing the Light of Lights, finds a great enthusiasm
for it and this creates an ability in the first intellect so that it is illuminated by another light from
the Light of Lights called the accident light. Because of that, the first intellect becomes the origin
of creation of some other luminous beings called horizontal intellects or Lords of the species (arbab
al-anwa). As well, the second intellect, comparing its own weakness with the Light of Lights,
becomes the origin of creating a darkness that is also one of the barriers barzakhs.

Finding the intensity of luminosity of its own caused by its existential connection with the Light
of Lights, the second intellect becomes the origin of creation of the third intellect. Through
reflecting the Light of Lights and the first intellect, an enthusiasm emerges in the second intellect
that becomes the origin of creating two illuminations; one is directly from the Light of Lights and
the other is indirectly from the first intellect. It means that the second intellect receives two kinds
of accidental light; according to each of them, two other Lord of the species are created.

The third intellect, in the same way, becomes the origin of creating a barrier barzakh and the
fourth intellect. Therefore, the third intellect receives four accidental lights; one directly from the
Light of Lights, another one indirectly from the first intellect, and two accidental lights reached to
the second intellect are reflected to it as well. Therefore, each one of these four becomes the origin
of creating a Lord of species. The rest of the hierarchy of lights and vertical intellects are also
created in the same manner. We can formulate number of all illuminated accidental lights as (2*~1)
which increases exponentially.

An important innovation of Suhrawardi in his emanation theory, which astonishingly increases
the scope of his ontology and properly justifies the multitude of worlds, is a principle called
"theorem in expressing the permission to emanation simple from compound”. According to this
principle, from accumulation of accidental lights, another light is also created. That is to say,
accidental lights, in combinations consisting of double, triple or quadruple groups and so forth,
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provide the possibility of creating other luminous beings. Then, through combination and
interaction of two or more accidental lights, a single and simple light is created. This explanation
causes an unimaginable expansion of lights in the actual world. That is why Suhravardi considers
the number of sacred lights to be infinite in Hikmat al-Ishrag.

Discussion of Lords of species and defense of Suhrawardi's views about them can be often seen
in Sadra's works. “Sheikh has put forward the theory of Lords of species in the best possible way”,
Mulla Sadra says to justify Suhrawardi's theory of emanation, especially his views of Lords of
species, which are the horizontal intellects. Sadra clearly declares that believing in horizontal
intellects is completely compatible with the ontological primacy of existence (asalat al-wujud) and
the modulation and gradation of existence (tashkik al-wujud), which both are the main principles
of Transcendent wisdom (al-Hikma al-muta ‘aliya). Mulla Sadra accepts the totality of ontological
framework presented by Suhrawardi, moreover, while believing in vertical hierarchy and gradation
of existence, he properly justifies horizontal chain of contingent beings based on Suhrawardi’s
view of Lords of species. However, because of his insistence on presupposing an axiom called
complete actuality of intellects, Sadra does not accept Suhrawardi’s claim about how to emanate
accidental lights and their role in creating Lords of species. Therefore, Sadra tries to suggest
another solution to explain how horizontal chain of intellects create.

But when we refer to main principles of transcendent wisdom, i.e., the ontological primacy of
existence and its gradation, we find out that he goes wrong. It is not the case that if one believes in
these principles then one has to deny the manner Suhrawardi suggested to explain how to emanate
Lords of species via accidental lights. Sadra does not provide sufficient reasons to justify we ought
to do so. Even if we assume that Sadra is right to presuppose complete actuality of intellects, we
can still justify explaining how to emanate Lords of species by discussing multiple aspects of
intellects, whose assumption have some reasons, and then trying to combine them together.
Furthermore, we believe that basically Sadra is not justified in accepting the axiom, because
accepting complete actuality of intellects is not compatible with the main principles of transcendent
wisdom, i.e., the ontological primacy of existence and its gradation. And assuming this axiom can
have wrong consequences which are contradict to the principles of transcendent wisdom.
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