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The topic of this paper is the investigation and analysis of the fundamental
peace that occurs in the light of the encounter with the "Other” in the
imperialist subject. Levinas presents a subject who imposes his desires on
the world in order to establish an earthly paradise and is busy devouring
others and subduing them to himself. The imperialism subject, who formed
his identity with violence and in relation to others, encounters the "Other"
who resists his totalitarianism. Levinas’ idea to end violence is rooted in
subjectivity that cannot be reduced to consciousness and imposes an
infinite responsibility on the subject. From the beginning, encountering the
face of the "Other" is peaceful. By reminding the subject for peace and
solidarity, the face motivates him to fulfill his duty and before any question
and choice, he makes the subject personally responsible for peace with the
"Other"; a responsibility that has already been placed in it and cannot
withdraw from it. The peace considered by Levinas is the fundamental
peace, original and beyond conventional war and peace.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Levinas lived in a time when the political systems of Europe, claiming peace and freedom, fueled
militancy and political conflicts, and imperialism, by exploiting and colonizing weak countries,
revealed its tyrannical and totalitarian nature. He followed the news of the war until the end of his
life, and more importantly, he himself had tasted the sufferings of the war. He was in captivity for
awhile; his wife and daughter were in pursuit and his brothers were also killed in the war. Levinas’s
philosophy is a response to war crimes and his whole project is a treatise against violence. From
Levinas’s point of view, moral crises are more than rooted in the totalitarian nature of politicians,
they are caused by the totalitarian philosophy of Western philosophers from Socrates to Heidegger,
who theorized imperialism and totalitarianism in different ways and with the aim of knowing the
truth. The consequence this in the society has always been fight with the “Other”.

Levinas is the “philosopher of the Other” and his philosophy is the “philosophy of ethics”.
According to Levinas, ethics is more concerned with the description of responsibility than
explaining the system of orders and prohibitions; an infinite and asymmetric responsibility that
precedes any morality. Levinas’s ethical language does not originate from a specific moral
experience, but rather, it looks at the otherwise than being and beyond essence. In beyond essence,
the subject’s relationship with “the Other” is a relationship combined with peace, of course, an
inherent, genuine peace that precedes the appearance of any violence and is based on the unique
relationships of humans with each other. This article seeks to answer the question: What is the basis
of Levinas’s peace and how is it different from peace that is opposed to war? In order to answer
this question, the following article has drawn “fundamental peace” from Levinas’s perspective and
by explaining subjectivity and infinite responsibility as the elements of peace, it reveals the nature
of fundamental peace.

Findings

Levinas’s philosophy is the story of a subject who, after encountering the “Other”, passes from
bellicosity to pacifism. First, in the stage of autocracy and belligerence, the subject devours
everything else by revealing his violence. The subject’s encounter with others lacks an ethical
approach and expresses a kind of constant conflict with the creatures of the world. The autocratic
subject, in the process of building an earthly paradise and conquering the world, suddenly
encounters the resistance of the “Other” who is irreducible, infinite and escapes objectification.
The “Other” is unobservable and invisible and remains outside the totalitarian realm of the subject.
The formation of the subject's identity next to the “Other” imposes an infinite responsibility on
him.

The totalitarianism of the subject may prompt him to eliminate and kill the irreducible the
“Other". But it is possible to commit murder with the authority and freedom given to him by
“Other”. The “Other”, by turning towards the ego, has caused identification to the ego in the form
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of a unique subject and also granted freedom and authority; Therefore, it is possible to kill the
“Other” due to the authority that she has given to the subject, but at the same time it is immoral.
Of course, if the subject chooses to kill “Other”, he can only seize and kill him as someone who
has placed her in the position of an element of his world, but he cannot destroy her face, which is
the cause of separation.

In addition, the subject realizes that the basis of his relationship with the “Other” is based on
peace. Turning the face towards the ego and identifying and making the subject unique is nothing
but peace and confirmation of non-violence. Therefore, the violence that was revealed in the first
stage has presupposed fundamental peace; This means that before war or even peace with the
“Other”, the subject's relationship with her is based on reconciliation and agreement. Therefore,
according to Levinas, fundamental peace is the condition for the possibility of war and peace.
Conclusion

Levinas’ idea to end violence is rooted in subjectivity that cannot be reduced to consciousness and
imposes an infinite responsibility on the subject. From the beginning, encountering the face of the
"Other" is peaceful. By reminding the subject for peace and solidarity, the face motivates him to
fulfill his duty and before any question and choice, he makes the subject personally responsible for
peace with the "Other"; a responsibility that has already been placed in it and cannot withdraw
from it. The peace considered by Levinas is the fundamental peace, original and beyond
conventional war and peace.

Of course, although Levinas describes the origin of peace in relation to the “other”, he does not
explain how this point of view can be used in practice to achieve peace. On the one hand, he
describes the subject as a totalitarian, and on the other hand, he talks about fundamental peace. But
how can the subject, in the face of the “Other”, give up totalitarianism and pay attention to
fundamental peace? Considering that Levinas talks about his unwillingness to create a morality
system, if this is not explained in the form of morality and by creating a moral system, how can we
expect the subject to be at peace in all moments of life?
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