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In the tradition of Western political philosophy, there are two general views on
the nature of power, which can be called transcendental and immanent
approaches. Sovereignty or transcendental power is applied from above and
gives power an essential existence and reality which is the source of legitimacy.
Governmentality or immanent power is applied from below and at the micro-
level of social and political structures and rejects any kind of transcendental
origin for power. Historically, Hobbes is the main representative of the first
approach, and Foucault is the representative of the second approach to power.
According to Agamben, both of these approaches are incomplete and one-
dimensional and are unable to present a coherent theory about power. Agamben
tries to link these levels again in a general theory. We want to show that,
according to Agamben's belief, firstly, the transcendental and immanent
dimensions, are two complementary poles of a single structure. And secondly,
to show how Agamben seeks the root of this two-dimensional structure of power
in Christian theology and considers the paradigms of political theology and
economic theology as the roots of the theories of sovereignty and
Governmentality, respectively.
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Extended Abstract

Giorgio Agamben (1942 _), a contemporary Italian philosopher, with the publication of the book
" Homo Sacer: Sovereign Power and Bare Life", focused his analysis on the intertwining of the
two concepts of sovereignty and bio-politics. Using the theory of German jurist Karl Schmitt,
Agamben reviewed the concept of sovereignty based on the logic of exclusion and inclusion.
According to Agamben, the function of sovereignty is to distinguish between citizens and non-
citizens. This distinction is based on the decision of the ruler or governing body about the
political worthy life (bios) and bare life (zoe), which should be removed from the field of law.
With this movement, Agamben shows that the model of sovereignty and the model of bio-
politics, which Foucault analyzed, are not two opposite models, but rather that sovereignty has
the bio-political power structure in its heart from the beginning, and basically, bio-politics
cannot be understood apart from the sovereignty.

The question that is raised is whether Agamben has abandoned Foucault's analysis of
governmentality procedures and returned to the legal-institutional model or power from above,
regardless of the disciplinary techniques and control procedures in the micro-structures of
power? To answer this question, we should refer to another book by Agamben, called “The
kingdom and the glory; For a Theological Genealogy of Economy” which was published as the
fifth volume of the “Homo Sacer " collection in 2007. In this work, Agamben considers the
capitalist system as the illegitimate child of Christianity and tries to expose the theological
origin of the fundamental doctrine of capitalism. But this time, not political theology - which is
the main debate between thinkers like Levitt, Schmitt and Blumenberg - but economic theology
is the focus of Agamben's genealogical research. It is at this point that Agamben's general theory
of power should be pursued. Because, according to Agamben Apparatus of power is a bipolar
structure, and transcendental political sovereignty and immanent economic governance are two
inseparable poles of every power structure. Any theory that does not consider these two
dimensions of power will be seriously flawed.

In this article, we show how Agamben explores the entanglement of bio-politics and
sovereignty by following Foucault's analysis of bio-politics, re-linking it with the concept of
sovereignty and proposing concepts such as the state of exception, bare life and the logic of
exclusion and inclusion, and how, in the next stage, with the genealogy of the economic
paradigm and the management of the neoliberal order, which is rooted in Christian economic
theology, it proposes the concept of Governmentality and immanent order as a complement to
sovereignty and transcendental order. In the conclusion section, we come to the conclusion that
Agamben, by showing the bipolar structure of the apparatus of power, i.e. the poles of
sovereignty and Governmentality or transcendental and immanent order, denies that power has
an essence or metaphysical and transcendental nature, or absolute immanent action, and tries to
avoids one-sidedness about the nature of power by analyzing the general structure of power.

According to Agamben (and this is one of the main and sensitive points of Agamben's
thought), glory is a category whose function is to articulate the distinct poles of the power
machine. The function of glory is to hide emptiness of any kind of power and to prevent the
revelation of the fact that power has no origin and hidden and mysterious essence except human
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action itself. Sovereignty is the unifying principle of power from which the general principles
and framework of laws and orders derive, Governmentality is the immanent principle of power
that is responsible for the implementation of general orders at the micro level. The relationship
between these two is a relationship of legitimacy and activism. It is on this basis that Agamben
says that there is no essence or substance for power, but there is only articulation between two
transcendental and immanent poles and how these two poles are related.
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