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This paper examines three seemingly inconsistent passages in Martin
Heidegger's Being and Time that pertain to the relationship between Being,
entities, and Dasein. The apparent inconsistency arises from Heidegger's
assertion that, on the one hand, entities are independent of Dasein, while on
the other hand, Being is dependent on Dasein's understanding. This paper
aims to resolve this apparent inconsistency by introducing and analyzing the
ontological difference between Being and entities, which is a central concept
in Heidegger's philosophy. By exploring Heidegger's critiques of traditional
realist and idealist approaches and focusing on his analysis of Dasein as
“being in the world” and relating to other entities, it is demonstrated that
these three passages are entirely compatible within the framework of
Heidegger's ontology. Since the mode of existence of Dasein as
transcendence serves as the foundation of ontological difference,
understanding all modes of being of entities (and not the entities themselves),
including independence and dependence, is rooted in Dasein.
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Extended Abstract

This study examines a complex tension within Heidegger's Being and Time, focusing on the
interplay of three primary concepts: Being, entities, and Dasein. Heidegger's work presents a
philosophical difficulty in that it implies both independence and interdependence between these
concepts. This ambiguity is commonly interpreted as a conflict because, on the one hand, entities
appear to exist independently of Dasein, while, on the other, the notion of Being seems intrinsically
linked to Dasein's comprehension.

To resolve this, the article suggests a deeper understanding of Heidegger's ontological
difference between Being (Sein) and entities (Seiendes). The ontological difference is a pivotal
distinction in Heidegger's philosophy, asserting that Being (the being of entities) fundamentally
differs from individual entities. Understanding this difference elucidates Heidegger's assertions
and harmonizes the apparent contradictions within his philosophy.

Heidegger posits three potentially conflicting statements:

1. Entities are independent of Dasein's experience and understanding.

2. Being depends on Dasein's understanding; without Dasein, there is no Being.

3. Entities cannot be said to "be™ in the sense of Being without Dasein.

Heidegger resolves these tensions through the concept of ontological difference, distinguishing
"Being" as the foundation of all entities. This concept implies that while entities may persist
without Dasein, the meaning or disclosure of their Being does not—Being depends on Dasein's
engagement and understanding. Consequently, it is not that entities rely on Dasein to exist in a
literal sense; instead, their ontological significance (their Being) is only realized through Dasein's
perception and interpretation.

In his critique of realism and idealism, Heidegger suggests that neither fully grasp the
ontological difference. In his critique of realism and idealism, Heidegger suggests that neither fully
grasps the ontological difference.

Heidegger’s solution sidesteps this dualism by positing that Dasein is neither a mere perceiver
nor creator of entities, but is essential to the disclosure of their Being. The ontological difference
provides a middle path, showing that Dasein’s understanding of Being brings entities into
meaningful existence without creating or defining their inherent characteristics.

Central to Heidegger’s ontology is Dasein, which is inherent "being-in-the-world". Dasein is
not a detached observer, but fundamentally engaged in the world, forming relationships with
entities within it. This engagement is characterized by "transcendence,” meaning Dasein can
surpass mere interaction with entities to consider their essence (Being) and their
interconnectedness within the world.

The transcendence of Dasein, a dynamic and existential process, constitutes the basis of
Heidegger's ontological difference. This capacity enables Dasein to understand entities not merely
as objects, but as existing within a context imbued with purpose and relational significance. To
illustrate, Dasein does not perceive a tool such as a hammer in isolation; rather, it situates it within
a functional network that encompasses the user, the purpose, and the outcome. This understanding
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of entities is not merely observational, but is foundational to Dasein's mode of existence and
perception.

In Heidegger's framework, the concept of truth is redefined as aletheia (unconcealment or
disclosure). This represents a shift from the traditional notion of truth as a static correspondence
between thought and reality. Instead, it emphasizes the idea of truth as an ongoing revelation of
Being through Dasein. This truth is multi-layered:

1. Propositional Truth (the truth of statements or judgments) reflects Dasein's formal assertions

about entities.

2. Pre-ontological Truth involves a more fundamental engagement, where Dasein relates to

entities based on practical familiarity rather than abstract cognition.

3. Ontological Truth, the highest form, is Dasein’s understanding of Being itself, grounding all

other truths.

Accordingly, as Heidegger conceptualizes it, truth is ultimately contingent on Dasein's capacity
to disclose Being. This truth is the foundation upon which all propositional truths are based, as
Dasein's relationship with the world precedes any linguistic or conceptual construction.

Dasein’s mode of Being is further clarified through the concept of temporality, where time
structures Dasein's perception and engagement with the world. Care, as the temporality of Dasein,
causes Dasein to question its existence, because he is always the possibility of being. This
possibility requires the disclosing of Dasein towards the being of entities, which is the same as
being in the world. Therefore, temporality and "being-in-the-world" (the encompassing context
within which Dasein exists) provide the framework for Dasein's transcendence, ensuring that
entities are perceived not as isolated objects but within a dynamic, interrelated whole.

Heidegger's ontological difference between Being and entities, supported by the unique
existential structure of Dasein, offers a coherent resolution to the perceived contradictions in Being
and Time. Entities are ontologically independent in their existence but gain significance only
through Dasein's understanding of their Being. Dasein, as an existence that questions the meaning
of Being, is essential to the manifestation of truth, understood as unconcealment, making Dasein
the medium through which the world becomes intelligible.

This ontological framework offers a novel perspective on human engagement with reality,
providing a synthesis that transcends the dualistic approaches of realism and idealism. Through
Dasein’s transcendence and temporal awareness, Heidegger bridges the gap between the subjective
and objective, illustrating how existence itself is revealed within the context of human
understanding.
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! Ontology of the present-at-hand
2 Vorhandensein/ present-at-hand
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! Seinmdglichkeit / Possibility of Being
2 Erschliessen / disclosing
3 Verweisungszusammenhang / Referential context
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