m Journal of Philosophical Investigations

Journal of Philosophical Investigations Print ISSN: 2251-7960  Online ISSN: 2423-4419 Univessit o Tubrts

I Homepage: https://philosophy.tabrizu.ac.ir |

Development of Husserl’s Thought about Time and Emergence of First Signs of
Passing through Metaphysics of Presence

Mohsen Japani®™ "' | Masoud Seif 2 =’ | Mohamad-Hassan Heidari® "=’ | Mohammad Raayat-Jahromi*

1. Corresponding Author, Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Philosophy, Imam Khomeini International University, Qazvin, Iran. E-
mail: mohsenjapani@edu.ikiu.ac.ir

2. Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, Imam Khomeini International University, Qazvin, Iran. E-mail:
seif@hum.ikiu.ac.ir

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy, Imam Khomeini International University, Qazvin, Iran. E-mail:
m_heidari@ikiu.ac.ir

4. Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, Imam Khomeini International University, Qazvin, Iran. Email:
raayatjahromi@hum.ikiu.ac.ir

Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: Brentano attempts to resolve the problems of perception of temporal things by
Research Article postulating the “original association, but Husserl considers Brentano's
thoughts inadequate and, with constant effort, tries to answer the problems of
Avrticle history: time in different stages of his thought. Before anything, he transforms the
Received 19 October 2024 problem of time into the problem of time-consciousness, then tries to discover
Recg"fdb inzgf;‘gsed from 30 the deeper levels of time along with the development of his thought. First, he
Accepct:d ;; November 2024 InVestigates our consciousness of temporal objects, then studies the temporal
Published online 21 March consciousness of this consciousness, and finally investigates the absolute
2025 stream of consciousness. Although he had not taken this path consciously, the
process of Husserl’s thought about time moved toward the direction that

Keywords: c_hallenges the_ dominance o_f the a{ctual present now in thfe consoiousnes_s of
Time, Metaphysics of Presence, time. Postulating concepts like "primary memory" and "primary expectation
Retention, Protection, Absolute and later "retention” and "protection," Husserl gets away from the centrality of
Consciousness “presence” and “now,” which are the basic elements of the metaphysics of
presence. Despite taking a significant step towards passing through the

metaphysics of presence, Husserl did not take the last step, namely bypassing

absolutely present consciousness.

Cite this article: Japani, M.; Seif, M.; Heidari, M. H. & Raayat-Jahromi, M. (2025). Development of Husserl’s Thought about
Time and Emergence of First Signs of Passing through Metaphysics of Presence. Journal of Philosophical
Investigations, 19 (50), 79-98. https://doi.org/10.22034/jpiut.2024.64037.3897

@. T © The Author(s). Publisher: University of Tabriz



https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8302-9674
https://orcid.org/my-orcid?orcid=0009-0004-3252-8288
https://orcid.org/my-orcid?orcid=0009-0004-3252-8288
https://orcid.org/my-orcid?orcid=0009-0004-3252-8288
https://orcid.org/my-orcid?orcid=0009-0004-3252-8288
mailto:seif@hum.ikiu.ac.ir
mailto:m_heidari@ikiu.ac.ir
https://doi.org/10.22034/jpiut.2024.64037.3897
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-5852-7884
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2176-4838
https://orcid.org/0009-0006-8331-3839
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7015-9880

Development of Husserl’s Thought about Time and Emergence of First Signs of .../ Japani 80

Extended Abstract

In modern philosophy, particularly during its midpoint, metaphysics faced significant criticism,
leading some philosophers to call for attempts to overcome metaphysics. However, these efforts
largely fell short, as without fundamentally challenging its foundations, they sought to navigate
beyond metaphysics while remaining within its framework. In contrast, the concept of time became
increasingly important in contemporary philosophy, establishing a base for a deeper understanding
of metaphysical foundations and ultimately passing through it.

The initial indications of moving beyond the metaphysics of presence are evident in Edmund
Husserl's thoughts on time between 1905 and 1918. His journey begins with a critique of Franz
Brentano's approach to time. Brentano introduced the notion of "primary association™ to solve time
problems—specifically, how to perceive and organize moments beyond the present in a coherent
sequence. Husserl, however, challenges Brentano's theory, arguing that Brentano conflates the
perception of time with its imagination and misidentifies the temporal determinations as lying within
the content rather than the act of consciousness itself.

By confining his inquiry to the internal consciousness of time, Husserl endeavors to elucidate
how we come to perceive a temporal object—that is, its sequence. Through the introduction of the
concepts of primary memory and primary expectation, he illustrates how we can extend our
consciousness beyond the now present within the realm of perception. Subsequently, through the act
of consciousness, we attribute temporal determinations of the past, present, and future to perceived
elements, arranging them chronologically. In this way, we achieve consciousness of a temporal
object.

To articulate the constitution of this consciousness, Husserl employs the schema of apprehension-
content of apprehension, asserting that the content of consciousness itself remains neutral regarding
time and lacks temporal determination. It is the apprehension as the act of consciousness that
engenders this temporal determination. Husserl then progresses to a more profound inquiry,
recognizing that perception, like the objects it perceives, is not confined to a point but possesses
temporal continuity. He examines how the perception itself is constituted temporally. Husserl
demonstrates that the act of consciousness is also temporal.

In this exploration, Husserl aspires to demonstrate that the awareness of the act of consciousness
itself is constituted by an absolute consciousness. Then an absolute dimension appears in his thought.
Yet, shortly thereafter, he critiques his own views on time. He posits that if temporal determinations
are linked solely to the acts of consciousness rather than the content itself, one could argue that
consciousness is arbitrarily attributing these determinations to the contents. Additionally, he
confronts the problem of infinite regression: being aware of our consciousness concerning objects
necessitates the assumption of a higher-level consciousness, which in turn would require another
consciousness, and so forth indefinitely.

In response to these critiques, Husserl moves beyond schematic interpretations and yet introduces
a new terminology. He asserts that each phase of consciousness comprises retention, primary
impression, and protection, which through intends and experiences the past, present, and future
moments of the immanent object. In this revised understanding, Husserl contends that there is solely
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a singular consciousness that not only constitutes the immanent objects but also itself, thus
eliminating the need for an additional consciousness for its constitution. Consequently, within each
phase of consciousness, we encounter an original impression that, along with retention and
pretension—which anticipate the object's next moment—collectively constitute an immanent
temporal object. However, Husserl identifies a dual function in retention, which serves to preserve
not only the past moments of an object but also the past phases of consciousness itself. Then this
double intentionality constitutes the flow of consciousness without necessitating a higher
consciousness to experience it. He refers to this dual intentionality of retention as vertical and
horizontal retention.

However, this perspective is not without its shortcomings. While Husserl discusses horizontal
retention as a component that intends previous phases of consciousness and constitutes it, he neglects
to account for the current moment of consciousness, that is, it remains in a blind spot. Additionally,
the division of consciousness into three parts complicates the justification of its unity. In his Bernau
manuscripts, Husserl seeks to solve these problems by emphasizing the role of protection and
elucidating the dynamic relationships among the three moments of consciousness. He introduces the
concepts of vertical and horizontal protection and demonstrates that both retention and protection
work together to constitute the consciousness of immanent objects and the overall flow of
consciousness. Furthermore, he redefines the original impression, replacing it with the term "primary
presentation,” which posits that the present moment is essentially the fulfillment of a prediction,
thereby challenging the primacy of the present. This shift marks the initial signs of moving beyond
the metaphysics of presence. In summary, Husserl throws doubt upon the dominance of the present
moment in his exploration of time-consciousness, ultimately prioritizing protection over primary
presentation. This shift lays the groundwork for passing through the metaphysics of presence;
however, just at the final juncture, his analyses culminate in a conception of consciousness that is
absolutely present. Despite his efforts to pave the way for moving beyond the metaphysics of
presence, he ultimately could not escape its confines.
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