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Heidegger believes that metaphysical understanding of art and aesthetic
theories have a fundamental influence on our relationship with art and works
of art. This issue has spread both to the field of understanding of works of art
(as an audience) and to the field of creation of works of art (as a creator). The
path that Heidegger offers to go beyond aesthetics and even beyond
subjectivism is the "hermeneutic phenomenology of great works of art". This
path, from his viewpoint, is the only way to approach the essence of art. In this
phenomenological path, he reaches a circle. A circle where one side is the truth
of art and the other side is the work of art. This paper seeks to examine how
Heidegger, through a phenomenological-hermeneutical analysis of some great
works of art, shows that it is possible to phenomenologically investigate the
essence of art and take a step towards discovering the truth of art. In this
regard, this paper tries to recognize some inherent elements of art. "The
happening of truth in the work of art" and "set up the world as a result of the
work of art" are among these inherent elements.
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Extended Abstract

Heidegger's plan on art, especially in "The Origin of the Work of Art," plays two fundamental
roles. First, the critique of the aesthetic tradition, either directly through critiques of modern art or
indirectly through the presentation of examples of great art and showing their characteristics that
cannot be included in the aesthetic explanation of art. And the second fundamental role of finding
the possibility for non-aesthetic art in our time through remembering the forgotten historical
origins of art. This research is actually an attempt to explain and examine these two steps through
the “hermeneutic phenomenology of great works of art”. The following five headings refer to the
path we have in the article.

One. Heidegger believes that the metaphysical attitude, modern subjectivism, and new
aesthetics, with their hidden and obvious assumptions, subjugate our view of the Essence of art.
Aesthetics considers the purpose of art to be “creating an aesthetic experience in the audience,”
and in this regard, it makes art an “independent thing” lacking an inherent relationship with various
aspects of human life, including truth and morality. With the disappearance of the ontological
status of art and its degradation to aesthetic experience, the relationship between art and its genuine
origin has been severed. According to Heidegger, the only possible way to achieve the Essence of
art is the "Hermeneutic phenomenology of great works of art". In this way, he is trying to provide
a pre-metaphysical and non-aesthetic explanation of the the Essence of art.

Two. Heidegger's phenomenological approach in discovering the essence of art is comparable
to his phenomenological approach in ontology. The phenomenology of great works of art has two
simultaneous outcomes. This path, firstly, contains the basic outlines of Heidegger's view of art,
and is also a suitable Violation examples to previous theories of art, including aesthetic theories
influenced by Kant and even Platonic and Aristotelian representational theories. For Heidegger,
great works of art have the potential to serve as models for other works and have the ability to lead
from their phenomenological analysis to the truth of art. There is an important awareness in the
choice of "the temple™ and other great works of art in "The Origin of the Work of Art." An
awareness through which one can clarify the Essential characteristics of art and some relatively
hidden aspects of the essence of art.

Three. By choosing the “Temple”, Heidegger bypasses the Platonic-Aristotelian view of art (art
as Mimesis), without directly engaging with it. He chooses a work that has no natural model for
example to be considered an imitation of or to be its depiction in some way. In this regard,
Heidegger also cites other examples such as Holderlin's poem "The Rhine" or Meyer's poem "The
Roman Fountain" as examples of the claim that a work of art is not an imitation of nature.
Heidegger's explanation of the temple and other works of art differs fundamentally from the
aesthetic view. We will discuss some of these differences in the following paragraphs.

Four. For Heidegger, art is not imitation and does not portray nothing, but on the contrary, it
gives things new possibilities for being. It gives things their look and a new truth. Poetry discloses
something that was previously seen differently. Through works of art, things are placed in a new
situation and in a new connection and relationship. Heidegger calls this new attitude given by art
to being and things the happening of truth and writes: “Art is truth setting itself to work.” or writes:
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"Art is the becoming and happening of truth”. The work of art is the event of truth and the Being
of beings. It is in the light of this event that we reach a new understanding of the things and beings,
and of ourselves. The artist approaches the essence of things and, in the light of this proximity,
disclose the truth of things. Therefore, with the phenomenology of great works of art such as the
temple, Heidegger achieves a distinctive achievement in the field of the relationship between art
and truth. It is not the case that a work of art is simply imitation and depiction of reality. Nor is it
the case that a work of art is an aesthetic experience simply to arouse the audience's aesthetic sense.

Five. Heidegger shows that great works of art, in addition to being the becoming and happening
of truth, have a fundamental impact on their audience by "setting up a new world™ and giving them
a new attitude. Heidegger in basically considers the work of art to be associated with setting up a
new world and considers it to be one of the essential elements of a work of art. For Heidegger, the
temple is the opening of a space in which humans find themselves by dwelling in it and become
aware of the things and beings around them in its light. Heidegger shows that this world not only
gives a new attitude, but also affects the human life, including wills and decisions. Therefore, great
works of art set up a world in which people live in and in the light of which they find their identity.
A world in which they find their Ethos Principles and common understanding of the culture of
community.
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