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This article explores the concept of "perception" (idrak) in Islamic philosophy,
particularly analyzing the contributions of renowned philosophers such as
Avicenna (Ibn Sina), Suhrawardi (Shaykh al-Ishrag), and Mulla Sadra in this
field. From the perspective of these philosophers, perception is defined as a
means of attaining truth, and its methods establish a profound connection
between the material and immaterial worlds. Avicenna views perception as a
layered process that begins with sensory inputs and culminates in intellectual
comprehension. He emphasizes abstraction in perception, whereby
individuals, through their rational faculties, can access higher truths.
Suhrawardi introduces the concept of "light” (nir) and "illumination" (ishraq)
as central to perception, asserting that light inherently enables the human soul
to directly access truths, rooted in the intrinsic mediation of the epistemic
apparatus. Mulla Sadra proposes a dynamic structure of perception, employing
the theories of “the primacy of Being" (asalat al-wujid), "the unity of Being"
(wahdat al-wujiid), and "gradation of Being" (tashkik al-wujtd). This article
divides perception into four stages: sensory perception, imaginative
perception, estimative perception, and intellectual perception. Ultimately, the
article presents perception as a dynamic synthesis of the soul and reality,
inviting the reader to reconsider human cognition beyond material limitations.
The significance of perception in the advancement of knowledge and the
emphasis on metaphysical Being are illuminated through the analyses of Mulla
Sadra and the rich tradition of Islamic philosophy. These investigations greatly
contribute to understanding the depth of human interaction with the world and
provide a deeper comprehension of Being and understanding.
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Extended Abstract

The analysis of the concept of "perception™ (idrak) in Islamic philosophy, particularly within the
thought of prominent philosophers such as Avicenna (Ibn Sina), Suhrawardi, and Mulla Sadra,
enables us to attain a deeper understanding of the complex cognitive processes of the human being.
In Islamic philosophy, perception has consistently been defined as a tool for accessing truth and
realities, framed within both material and immaterial contexts. In this regard, each philosopher has
articulated its various dimensions in distinct ways. Among them, Avicenna, emphasizing the
abstraction (tajrid) of faculties and mental processes in perception, connects his philosophy to
scientific and epistemological theories. He posits that cognitive processes exist at varying degrees
of abstraction, and by transcending the senses to reach the intellect, one can attain a higher level
of truth and knowledge.

Sheikh al-Ishrag (Suhrawardi), in contrast, emphasizes the concept of "light" (nir) and
"illumination™ as the primary principle, offering a distinct perspective on perception. He posits that
perception is directly and immediately connected to the soul, without any intermediary. According
to him, in the process of perception, the soul, through its inherent luminosity, can attain truth. This
theory is deeply influenced by the principles of Illuminationist (Ishragi) philosophers and mystical
epistemology. On the other hand, Mulla Sadra, with his key concepts such as "the primacy of
Being" (asalat al-wujiid), "the unity of Being" (wakdat al-wujiid), and "the gradation of Being"
(tashkik al-wujiid), presents a more complex and dynamic view of human perception. He
emphasizes the transformation and evolution within human perceptions, proposing a theory in
which perception is not a static or fixed process but rather one that is continuously connected to
the evolving and dynamic nature of Being.

This analysis explores these differing perspectives and elucidates how the soul and perceptions
interact within the philosophical frameworks of these thinkers. These viewpoints enable us to gain
a deeper understanding of the relationship between humans and the world around them, utilizing
cognitive tools such as sensory, imaginative, and rational perception. They also allow us to
appreciate the complexities of this process from various philosophical angles.

The analysis of the concept of “perception” in Islamic philosophy, particularly in the thought
of Mulla Sadra, reveals a profound endeavor to understand the intricate relationship between the
soul, intellect, and Being. Mulla Sadra, through his innovative theories on the "primacy of Being"
(asalat al-wujid) and the “gradation of Being" (tashkik al-wujid), introduces perception as a
dynamic, evolutionary, and active process. According to these theories, perception is not merely a
passive reception of external realities but rather a profound and continuous interaction between the
mind and external entities. This process is constantly evolving, and at each stage of perception—
from sensory perception to intellectual perception—new connections are established between the
mind and reality.

In the school of Transcendent Theosophy (Hikmat al-Muta ‘aliyah), the explanation of any
philosophical issue is based on two categories of principles: one is the general principles, which
form the foundation of all philosophical issues in Transcendent Theosophy, and the other is the
specific principles related to the particular issue under investigation. By general principles, we
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mean those philosophical principles that Mulla Sadra consistently employs in explaining almost
all philosophical issues- from the principality of Being (asalat al-wujiid) to the proof of
resurrection (ma ‘ad). These principles serve as the underlying framework for his philosophical
system.

On the other hand, specific principles refer to those premises that are directly related to the issue
being examined. For example, in explaining perceptions, topics such as the principality of Being,
the gradation of Being (tashkik al-wujiid), and the unity of Being (wakdat al-wujiid) are considered
general principles, while discussions on the soul (nafs), perception (idrak), and its union (ittizad)
are regarded as specific principles. Thus, the methodology of Transcendent Theosophy relies on a
dual-layered foundation: the universal principles that underpin the entire philosophical structure,
and the particular principles that are directly relevant to the specific problem at hand.

Mulla Sadra’'s theory of the "unity of Being" (wakdat al-wujiid) and the "gradation of
perception” further emphasizes that human perceptions are directly dependent on the Being and
essence of the perceived objects, while simultaneously encompassing both material and immaterial
aspects of reality. In this framework, perception gradually transitions from what is experienced at
the sensory level to the intellectual and even transcendental realms. This dynamic and evolving
perspective on perception, rooted in the concept of the "unity of Being," underscores that
everything, including humans and their perceptions, ultimately returns to a single, unified reality.

Moreover, philosophical analyses in this domain provide us with the opportunity to delve
deeper into the problem of "Being" and its relationship with "perception.” Concepts such as the
abstraction (tajarrud) of perception and its dependence on various stages of the soul's and
intellect's evolution lead us to view perception as a multi-layered and complex process that is not
confined to the direct observation of objects. Thus, Islamic thought in this area not only clarifies
philosophical and epistemological issues but also aids us in attaining a better understanding of the
world around us, the place of humans within it, and the cognitive complexities inherent in human
experience. Ultimately, these analyses and profound insights into "perception™ help us to develop
a better understanding of humanity and the various phenomena of life, enabling us to construct a
new conception of Being and humanity within ourselves.
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