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The necessity of introducing games in educational content of schools has been
clarified recently. There are known features in games that can facilitate
education and encourage students to participate in educational activities. The
philosophy for children program is one of the leading programs in this field,
which tries to provide educational content to teach and develop various skills
necessary for the current life, and also for the development of students in terms
of attitude, identity and meaning of life. The games considered in this program
are fundamentally different from other fun or sports games. In this article, an
attempt was made to identify the characteristics of these games and their
function in improving intellectual and social skills. Two methods were
considered to identify these features. The first method is to extract the features
by inductively examining the games provided by the founders. The second
method, which study of "p4c's considered games", is the conceptual and content
analysis of the role and purpose of philosophical games in p4c. Finally, by
comparing and combining the features obtained from these two ways, five
features were found that separate intellectual-philosophical games from
ordinary games. These games, in addition to having psychological fitness and
play characteristics, should strengthen three skills, including logical, emotional,
and social skills, and three types of creative, caring, and critical thinking, and
provide the conditions for philosophical exploration.

Cite this article: Naji, S. & Askari Nodehi, S. (2025). Philosophical Intellectual Games of Philosophy for Children; the
nature, characteristics and functions. Journal of Philosophical Investigations, 19(50), 507-528.

https://doi.org/10.22034/jpiut.2025.61070.3734
© The Author(s).

Publisher: University of Tabriz.



https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8302-9674
https://orcid.org/my-orcid?orcid=0009-0004-3252-8288
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3606-7560

Philosophical Intellectual Games of Philosophy for Children; the nature, .../ Naji 508

Extended Abstract

Games/Plays is currently not very popular in schools, even in our elementary schools. Perhaps the
supposition is that school should be devoted full-time to “teaching important or more important
subjects to children!”, and that children’s time should not be wasted on playing except during
recess and break time, and gym class. The tsunami of eliminating games has even reached
kindergartens and nurseries, and Games/plays has been abandoned in young children’s programs
in favor of more direct forms of education, including literacy and numeracy skills (such as addition

and subtraction) and foreign language learning.’Although games were once seen as a key factor

in child development, administrators, policymakers, and some teachers increasingly view games
as a waste of instructional time that has no benefit for important cognitive outcomes such as
Prerequisite skills for learning.

The necessity of introducing games into educational content in schools has recently become
more evident. Games have been known to have capabilities that can facilitate education and
encourage students to participate in educational activities. The Philosophy for Children program
is one of the leading programs in this field, which tries to use game theory and games in the
preparation of its content and educational method, and uses them in the direction of teaching and
developing various ideas and skills necessary for today's life, as well as the development of
students in terms of attitude, identity, and meaning of life.

But before the Philosophy for Children program, educators and teachers such as Montessori
and Vivian Paley had experimented with games to teach formal subjects in the education
curriculum. In continuing this initiative, namely the use of games in education, the Philosophy for
Children program is a return to the use of games in education, but in a more fundamental way. The
Philosophy for Children program offers a more innovative and somewhat different approach to
games and attempts to use it to make classes meaningful and attractive and to achieve its
educational goals, which are to achieve a deeper understanding of life and to strengthen judgment
and social skills. Of course, the games in this program are fundamentally different from other
entertaining or sports games. To achieve its educational goals, this program uses special games
that include both Game and Play, which we recognize as intellectual-philosophical games.

This article attempted to identify the nature and characteristics of these games as well as their
skill functions. The identification of these characteristics was carried out in two steps. In the first
step, an attempt was made to determine the differences and similarities of these games with
ordinary games and thereby clarify the nature of these games, but the extraction of characteristics
was carried out in two ways:

1. An inductive study of the games presented by the founders of philosophy for children: for
which purpose, examples and models of games or pseudo-game activities presented by the
founders and pioneers of the philosophy of children were examined and studied, and all the games
of the founders and authors following them that were available were analyzed.

'This has happened in Iran and, given the basic assumptions of didactic education, it is likely to have happened in
some other countries as well.
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2. An investigation into the “games considered by philosophy for children” through the P4C
theory, which was carried out using the method of conceptual and content analysis to extract the
dos and don’ts of philosophy for children. Therefore, we addressed the question of what types of
games can P4C theory recommend? In other words, what types of games does the PAC program
need to achieve its goals and advance its educational method?

Of course, in addition to these two studies, it was important to determine by what criteria an
activity can be considered a game? What is the difference between a compulsory activity (as work)
or a homework assignment and a game? And whether every fun and entertaining activity is
considered a game? Or does being a game require its own characteristics? The reason for this part
of the study was that every activity that the PAC program recognizes as a game must first of all
have the characteristics of a game.

In the second step, by comparing and combining the characteristics obtained from the two
methods and also researching the characteristics of games in a general sense, several characteristics
were extracted that separate intellectual-philosophical games from ordinary games. In addition to
having psychological suitability and game characteristics (being games), these games must also
have philosophical adequacy.

Paying attention to psychological suitability can help us determine what level each game is
suitable for students. Based on what games will be attractive to a specific age group and what
games are useful and digestible for a certain level, we can decide for what stage and age of children
they can be presented.

The philosophical adequacy of games can also be demonstrated in various ways in the games
considered by the P4AC. The most important of them are:

1. Strengthening some skills, including social, emotional, and logical skills, 2. Institutionalizing
some traits/strengthening some talents, 3. Not being inconsistent with the three types of thinking
(critical, creative, and caring), 4. Teaching the three types of thinking, 5. Creating philosophical
discussions and conversations, 6. General skills of exploration and problem solving, 7.
Conceptualization and discovery of meaning

Finally, the games that are called philosophical-intellectual games in the philosophy program
for children and adolescents are used in different situations in the classroom, hence they have
different educational functions. For example, some can be presented alone as content, while some
complement other content. Each of these games practices and strengthens a different skill, ability,
and problem and can be presented in different situations. Therefore, it is not necessary for every
game to include all the components of philosophical adequacy. It is enough for every game to have
some of them to be philosophically adequate.
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‘move
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*game
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‘exersice

“practice

‘move
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'‘Question walk

"The dialogue wheel
"Thumbs up

*Concept lines

*Fruit salad

"Keep the question going
YOne hand clapping

*Use collaborative games
*Change place if you
‘exaggeration

‘Follow me follow you
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'Fruit Bowl or Fruit Salad

'Group Beat

"Getting-to-know-you games

*What if ...?

*Zip Bong

"Ball Toss

YBoom! (aka Fizz Buzz)

*Consequences

*Crash (aka: ‘Clump’)

'Philosophical discussion plans and exercises, Matthew Lipman, analytic teaching, vol. 16, No, 2, 1995-1996.
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'Philosophy for Children, the pre- school project
"The PAC Kid Game
“http://www.ethics-education.eu/tools/index.html
"Who's faster?

‘Tomato’s feelings

"We all like our logo

YConceptual Tools

*Activity
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‘Stand Up Game

'Giving Reasons
"Philosophical Fruit bowl
*Space Odyssey

*Harry Stottleneier

*The similar and difference game
"The telephone game
*Reality game

*The prove it” game

*The word game

'Playing selfish

‘The giving reasons game
'"The Perception game
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'Steve Bowkett
‘Bowkett, Steve, Jumpstart! Thinking Skills and Problem Solving (Games and Activities for Ages 7-14), Routledge,
2015.
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