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The interplay between art and technology in the contemporary era has paved
the way for the development of concepts like the “technobody.” Within this
framework, the biological essence of modern humans is put into question,
highlighting the need to reassess how humans engage and interact with
technology. Therefore, this study relies on Don Thde’s post-phenomenological
perspective as a systematic framework to explore how this concept is
represented in the film Ex Machina and the animation Final Fantasy VII:
Advent Children, and how their similarities and differences can be explained.
The findings show that in Ex Machina”, the human world and the technological
world merge, presenting the technobody as a form of artificial intelligence that
directly interacts with its human counterpart. In Final Fantasy VII: Advent
Children, however, the posthuman figure appears through its connection with
instruments in a cybernetic space where reality and virtuality blend, and the
boundaries between human and technology disappear. Both works emphasize
the mutual influence and interaction between humans and technology. By
mediating human experience, technology transforms the very concept of
humanity and broadens the potential for new kinds of experiences, continually
redefining what it means to be human.
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Extended Abstract

The concept of “techno body” a significant theme in contemporary philosophical discourse,
emphasizes humanity’s transcendence of biological limitations through technological and
cybernetic advancements. These advancements not only transform the human biological world but
also challenge traditional understandings of humanity. This necessitates media capable of
reflecting societal perspectives on technology while offering profound insights into key 21st-
century debates. It may be said that media such as film and animation illustrate the gradual
dissolution of the boundary between humanity and technology, offering complex perspectives on
identity, agency, and the future of humankind. Therefore, they constitute an appropriate platform
for representing these concepts within popular culture; they not only articulate social attitudes
toward technology but also provide new horizons for future studies.

The 2015 British film Ex Machina and the 2005 Japanese anime Final Fantasy VII: Advent
Children exemplify this exploration, delving into issues arising from the philosophy of technology.
These works center technology as the narrative’s core, depicting the two-way interaction between
humans and technology and its impact on human life. This provides a framework for interpreting
the concept of techno body from the post-phenomenological perspective of Don Ihde.

Ihde emphasizes the need to re-evaluate phenomenology and pragmatism, offering a pragmatist
version of the phenomenological tradition of Husserl and Heidegger (Ihde, 2008, 1-9). he states
that his emphasis on postphenomenology does not signify a departure from Husserlian
phenomenology, but rather an attention to specific aspects of it within the domain of the philosophy
of technology (Ihde, 2009, 5). In fact, He seeks to define a framework for the mediating role of
tools in human experience of the world. Accordingly, this research adopts a comparative approach
to examine the relationship between the human and the instrument. It seeks to analyze the concept
of the techno body with an emphasis on the instrument’s role as a mediator in the processes of
action and perception. The research method is descriptive—analytical, and the data have been
collected through library (documentary) sources.

It must be said Analyzing the concept of techno body from Ihde’s perspective in these two
selected works leads to an examination of the human-technology relationship within his fourfold
schema: embodiment, hermeneutics, alterity, and background. This reveals how humans, the world
and tools occupy distinct positions. The findings reveal that while both works differ in their
portrayal of human-technology synergy, narrative style and genre, they effectively represent Thde’s
viewpoint on the two-way relationship between humans and tools and their mutual influence.

The concept of embodiment manifests in the intermingling of two realms: the human and the
technological. In Ex Machina artificial intelligence interacting with humans shapes a world
experience where technology is not merely a tool but becomes quasi-human, approaching its
creator so closely as to necessitate questioning self-awareness, identity and ethics within a
technology-dominated world. In Final Fantasy VII: Advent Children, techno body finds meaning
in the unity of human and tool. Traditional boundaries of humanity are transcended and humans
become cybernetically empowered.
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From Ihde’s perspective, hermeneutical relationships involve an interpretive process through
which we give meaning to experiences. The body transforms into a technological text, providing
a basis for redefining human experiences. In Ex Machina, this is understood through an existential
and philosophical interpretation, while in the other work, it is more prominently understood as an
interpretation of the transformation of the real world and the formation of a new experience of the
lifeworld. The concept of alterity in the philosophy of technology might be expressed by
considering technology as a distinct entity independent of humans, particularly in the realm of
artificial intelligence. Techno body as a technological other is more evident in Ex Machina, where
the tool, through imitation of humans, takes on a quasi-human approach. In the other work, it
manifests in the contrast between the real and technological worlds.

Finally, in the background relationship, technology serves as a context within which we
understand ourselves. This highlights technology’s influence on human experience in daily life.
This is prominent in Final Fantasy VII: Advent Children, where technology is interwoven into
individual and social life as an integral part, while in the other work, it emerges by challenging the
everydayness of tools. Ihde considers tools as a mediating factor in human actions and perceptions.

He believes that if we disregard the position of human dominance, humans are always
influenced by technology. Humans, as subjects and tools as non- neutral objects, are formed and
perfected in interaction with each other. This issue is raised in two selected works, with the shift
of power between humans and technology, and critiques the process of global alienation. These
works show how technology can influence not only the surrounding environment, but also
human’s understanding and perception of themselves and the world. In this process, art and
technology co-exist, creating a new world of human experiences; A world in which the boundaries
between humanity and technology are increasingly blurred, and new concepts of techno body are
born.
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